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Bidvest Foodservice have great pleasure in donating 
our waste sugar to South Staffs bee keepers in our 
campaign to help save the bee, especially as bees are 
linked so strongly to food production. An estimated 70 
out of 100 crops are pollinated by bees!   
This is just the beginning and we’re hoping this year 
within our Sustainability Workshops to host activities 
including:-
◊ Build our own bee hotels / creating our own   
bee gardens here or at home  
◊ Spend time helping in our local community and   
planting wildflowers
◊ Raise money to sponsor a bee
◊ Get staff involved in the ‘Great British Bee Count’
◊ Run competitions in depot to see which    
employee has the most bee friendly garden at   
home / children’s colouring competition / design   
the bee a new outfit / quiz   
◊ Find room on site for a hive?
I’m happy to hear that bees are already benefitting from 
our sugar donations.

South Staffs Beekeepers has partnered up with 
Bidvest, a national wholesaler who is kindly 
donating damaged bags of sugar to the association.

Sugar for the bees from

National Trust - update

Julie Reid, Sustainability Co-ordinator, Bidvest Foodservice 
receiving a jar of apiary honey from Chris Shaw, President of 
SS&DBKA on a recent visit to the Bidvest depot.

Julie Reid

The outcome of this generosity by Bidvest 
Foodservices is that we are receiving sugar to feed 
our bees. However, currently we have enough for 
the apiary and would like to offer the surplus to any 
registered members of SS&DBKA.
There is a constant supply but it is arriving as and 
when it is available, so occasionally you may have to 
wait. If you are a registered member and would like 
10 kg of sugar, for a £1 contribution to association 
funds, then please get in touch with Chris Shaw on : 
07423 011 239

Sugar for your bees... The National Trust took over the 
running of Shugborough in November 
2016 and are busy making changes 
to ensure the estate will be ready for 
visitors when it opens to the public in late March 
2017. According to the NT website, this work will 
include improvements to parking arrangements, 
removing unnecessary fencing, opening up access 
and creating new walks that take in some of the 
key features and views across the estate.
The association met with the Trust in mid 
December 2016 to discuss the Apiary and how it 
fitted in with the planned changes at Shugborough. 
We discussed the history and the purpose of the 
club, the number of registered members, the new 
bee keeper training programme and how the bee 
season runs from April to October indicating when 
club members would be on site at Shugborough.
We received a warm friendly reception from the 
National Trust management team and the club is 
currently in detailed licensing discussions with the 
Trust for this year and into the future. 
Look out for more information in the next issue...

The car park adjacent to the apiary undergoing a major 
facelift.
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Apiary Members Survey 2016 - Results
At the end of 2016 apiary members 
filled in a questionnaire and made 
comments about recent changes and 
what they would like to see happen at 
the apiary this year.
There was a wide spread of 
beekeeping experience in the replies 
from one years experience through to 
sixty years with most beekeepers being in the four 
to ten year bracket. 
Changes that got the thumbs up included the new 
hive layout, investment in new equipment and 
being able to buy bees and honey from the club. A 
more structured approach to beekeeping and the 
friendliness of club members was also mentioned. 
The lack of toilet facilities, inconsistency in carrying 
out procedures and poor record keeping came 
in for criticism along with the need for improved 
planning and organising of the Saturday morning 
sessions.
There were a number of suggestions about how to 
improve the apiary including toilet facilities, lighting 
in the cabin, running water, and an electricity 
supply and firm floor in the marquee. 

We had a lot of suggestions on what 
topics to cover at our Thursday and 
Saturday meetings for both beginners 
and improving beekeepers. 
These ideas are currently being 
considered by the club committee and 
the ‘apiary working group’ with the 
intention of incorporating them into the 

program for this season at the apiary. 
Watch out for more details on this in the next 
Newsletter.
We also asked you how we could improve the end 
of season honey show and you gave us lots of 
good ideas including publishing the show rules and 
categories in advance, creating more and different 
classes to enter and hints and tips on how to 
prepare exhibits for showing.
Thank you all for filling in and returning the survey 
sheets and for all your comments. It has given us 
a much better understanding of what we are doing 
well at the apiary and what we need to improve for 
the future.  
Look out for this year’s apiary survey towards the 
end of this season. 

The Annual General Meeting of the
 

19.30 on Thursday 23rd March 2017
at 

Shareshill Village Hall
Elms Lane, Shareshill, Wolverhampton WV10 7JS

Founded in 1913

South Staffordshire & District Beekeepers Association

You are invited to:
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Oxalic acid fumes from the 
vaporising process can be 
clearly seen

Another apiary hive gets the treatment

The suitably protected ‘team’ using  the Api Bioxal 
oxalic acid treatment on hive 18 

Apiary bees get ‘Vaped’!

The Apiary Working Group met at Shugborough 
in mid January to check the bees had sufficient 
food and to carry out an oxalic acid treatment on 
them as part of a planned programme known as 
Integrated Pest Management (IPM).
This system uses a combination of methods at 
different times of the year to control a pest or 
disease. The aim is not to eradicate the target 
organism, but to keep it below a level where it can 
cause extensive damage. 

Varroa mites are 
parasites and they 
harm colonies by 
weakening the 
bees they feed on 
and by spreading 
virus diseases. 
Beekeepers use 
several methods 
to control varroa, 
including the 
natural chemical, 
oxalic acid.
Hives can be 
treated with oxalic 
acid by trickling, 

spraying or sublimation (vaporisation). 
In sublimation, oxalic acid crystals are heated 
with a special applicator tool. The heat causes the 
crystals to sublimate (turn directly from solid to 
gas). 

The vaporising kit is carried in a 
wheelbarrow for ease of use

Sublimation is a good method of 
varroa control, killing them at lower 
doses. It is not harmful to the bees, 
and doesn’t require the hive to be 
opened.
Api Bioxal was used in the 
vaporiser, just 2.3gms being 
enough to treat a standard national hive. The 
vaporiser cup is loaded and then slid in through 
the hive entrance with foam being used to seal the 
entrance. 
The vaporiser is then connected to a 12 volt 
battery for about 3 minutes as per manufacturer’s 
instructions. The hive is kept closed for a further 
10 minutes to keep the fumes in the hive. The 
vaporiser will still be hot when it is removed from 
the hive so ensure careful handling before cleaning 
with water ready for the next application.

When handling the product a protective mask 
(type FFP2), gloves and goggles must be worn for 
protection from the fumes.
All colonies in the apiary were treated at the same 
time to discourage robbing. 
It didn’t take long to treat all the apiary hives with 
oxalic acid in this 
way and once the 
vaporising equipment 
was removed, the hive 
doorways were opened 
to allow the bees to fly 
again.
This was the first 
time this vaporisation 
method has been used 
at the apiary and the 
team has high hopes 
for its effectiveness.
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Isn’t it far too cold to be moving bees... 
Saturday, February 11th with the thermometer 
reading 1C and a light dusting of snow was not 
the day or the weather to be moving bees from 
a ceiling in a disused building, but if they were to 
survive, the colony could not be there when the 
builders returned on Monday morning...
So they had one chance to survive with a helping 
hand from a couple of ‘men in white’.
The bees had been in the ceiling for a while and 
were well established below the flat roof, between 
the joists and above the plaster. The hive entrance 
was via the bargeboard on the first floor wall 
(image 1).
Most of the ceiling was already down, thanks to the 
workman, so it was just the last bit to be broken off 
gently to expose the nest.
It was a good size colony with old dark coloured 
comb, stores, pollen, a small amount of brood and 
fresh clean empty comb. The bees were clustered 
in the middle area (image 4)
Clive smoked the bees gently to move them to 
the centre of the nest and the old comb near the 
entrance was taken down to stop them hiding 
behind the barge board making them difficult to 
remove.
The light coloured empty comb was removed 
leaving the colony clustered together with the 
brood and stores in the centre of the colony.
A little smoke and the nuc box was held under the 
bees whilst the last remaining combs were carefully 
detached from the roof and gently dropped into 
the box with a drawn brood comb on each side for 
support.
The cold conditions meant few flying bees and the 
last few workers were carefully persuaded to join 
their sisters in the safety of the new home.
With the crown board and the lid on the nuc 
box and wrapped up in a blanket the bees were 
transported to their new home inside Clive’s shed.
The bees were left closed in for a day to allow 
them to settle, and a small 
amount of fondant was 
placed on the crown board 
to ensure they had plenty 
of food.
A few days after the 
rescue, on a warmish 
sunny day, the bees are 
seen flying again and 
seem none the worse for 
being moved. 
Thanks to Clive Stewart.
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A month by month guide to flowering plants suitable for 
most gardens and good well prepared soils.
March to April:
Anenome Blanda - bulb  
Narcissus Hania? 
Honesty-  white flowers.
April to May
Persicaria bistorta- ‘Superba’ - bistort. 
Pulmonaria  Diana Claire - many varieties.
May
Alliums 
Aquilegias 
Centaurea Montana 
Campanula 
Heleniums, Sedums- take cuttings and create new 
plants- leaf cuttings 
End of May - do the Chelsea Chop- cut plants 
down in half
June - peak flowering month.
Centaurea ‘Dealbata’- tall plant. 
Geranium Mavis Simpson 
Astrantia  Roma, or Jill Richardson (in shade) 
Alliums –pink and white 
Geraneum  Magnificum 
Poppies-  opium type. 
Hampton Hack - cut back plants after flowering cut 
back to base- feed and re-growth
July
Alliums (drumstick type) 
Stachys lanata 
Willowherbs - white version 
Sidalcea- Sussex Beauty- Mallow 
Lysmachia   clethroides or barystachys 
Veronica spicata or longifolium- easily propagated. 
Tatton Tickle - at end of July cut back dead stems 
and any die back
August - a more difficult month to sustain flowers
Persicaria- red  Fat Domino 
Echinacea purpurea ‘rubinstern’- dead head to 
extend flowering time. 
Helenium Sahrins ‘Early Flower’ or ‘Kamaria’
September
Asters ‘Little Carlow’ - Now called 
‘Symphyotrichum’
October
Sedums ‘Ruby Glow’ 
‘Metronia’ 
‘Actea’ white spike over black leaves

Herbaceous perennials for  
bees and other pollinators

 from a talk by Sally Harris 
Bluebell Cottage Garden CheshireOn Saturday 14th January 2017 on behalf of 

SS&DBKA, Geoff Hopkinson and I attended the BBKA 
Annual Delegates Meeting at Stoneleigh. 
John Hendrie listed beekeepers that had fallen in the 
last twelve months and we duly paid our respects : 
Colin Butler 102, Ken Ellis, Kingsley Law past exam 
board secretary, Alan Kine microscopist, David Looe, 
Kay Thomas honey judge and BBKA examiner. He also 
told us that Chris Lake the treasurer had resigned.
BBKA booklets were offered and we were asked to 
check the contact details for our association.
The new General Manager was introduced and the 
appointment was approved with a round of applause 
and a couple of barks from Nell, the dog of Roger 
Patterson.
Christopher Smith, Devon delegate discussed the 2014 
proposition about removal of VAT from beekeeping 
equipment. The BBKA sent a pack to lobby central 
government. However, Devon were disappointed with 
how this was handled by BBKA. The HM treasury 
responded to the pack saying until we withdraw from 
the EU we are bound by EU laws regarding VAT laws. 
We will lobby the government when we feel that we will 
be more successful. We voted on this proposition: For 
=52 , Against =4, Abstain =1
We looked at 2016 annual reports from fundraising, 
the governance committee, BBKA News and the BBKA 
financial report and the 2017 budget was accepted: For 
=55, Against =1, Abstain =1.
BBKA awards including long service awards were   
listed and notified.
Applications for association membership: Burton 
Dave Coates from Burton said that Burton is in 
Staffordshire and there is an issue with travelling to 
Derbyshire meetings. Burton are expanding and are 
very active. There is still a good relationship with 
Derbyshire and we share some education tasks.
Mike Cross, Derbyshire, said ‘we fully endorse the 
application.’
For =42, Against =12, Abstain =3
Election nominations were put forward for the Executive 
Committee and the Examinations Board. Various 
propositions were tabled and voted on.
Date of next meeting set as January 13th 2018.
in summary, a long and tiring but productive day. 
There are a few items to be discussed at SS&DBKA 
committee but the BBKA look to be back in control of 
things and there was a general air of common sense. 
Stuart Roberts – Delegate for South Staffordshire & 
District Beekeepers.
(Editors note: this report is an abridged version of the 
original 9 page document which is available to members 

Report on the British Beekeeping 
Association Annual Delegates Meeting 
January 2017 
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Bees on the web...

Find the Queen
In the Christmas edition our Queen bee was  
snoozing on the front of Mel’s hive in the 
photograph on page 2, column 2.
This month our hardy queen has moved to a new 
location, but where is she hiding? 

I have just planted 58 fruit trees, a mix of 
Cherry, Plum, Damson, Apple and Pear.
They are in a field near the old pub (now sadly 
closed) called the Hand and Cleaver Inn.
While I intend on learning how to keep bees 
myself I would like to offer the 3.5 Acre field to 
anyone that is looking for a relatively secure 
site to put a hive or two this year.
We may need to spray the docks in the 
field at some point which have gotten out of 
hand recently but other than that there is no 
intention on using any chemical fertilisers or 
sprays on the field.
The hedges are a mix of Hawthorn and Sloe 
and I intend before the spring on planting a 
few 50 metre rows of Sloes as well. 
If you are looking for a place to put some 
hives (I have no idea how many the area will 
support) then please get in touch with me.
For more information, ring 07973491339 after 
2.30 pm please because I work nights. 
Bill Armstrong.

Out apiary opportunity...
Reg & Julie Collins, long time members of 
SSBKA are giving up beekeeping & want to find 
good homes for their bees & equipment.
They have four colonies of bees in National 
hives which I think will be free to new 
beekeepers.
They also have quite a bit of other beekeeping 
kit including a 9 frame motorised extractor, 
settling tank, wax foundation, new frames in 
the flat, two bee suits, (one is virtually new) 
medium sizes, I think, plus other stuff. 
Prices & details to be discussed with Julie
Please contact:
Julie Collins, 50 Station Road, Wombourn WV5 
9EL phone 01902 892110 for more information.

For Sale

Elephants and bees
The Elephants and Bees Project is an innovative 
study using an in-depth understanding of 
elephant behaviour to reduce damage from 
crop-raiding elephants using their instinctive 
avoidance of African honey bees. The project 
explores the use of novel ‘beehive fences’ as 
a natural elephant deterrent creating a social 
and economic boost to poverty-stricken rural 
communities through pollination services and 
the sustainable harvesting of “Elephant-Friendly 
Honey”.

go to:
www.elephantsandbees.com 
for more information

“We tried trenches and failed because elephants 
could cover them with soil. We used gun 
shooting to scare away the animals but it also 
failed. Now, we have resorted to bee fencing – 
and so far, so good.”
- Innocent Kahwa, community liaison officer at 
Volcano Safaris Partnership Trust (VSPT)

“The beehive fences have a number of 
advantages beyond keeping out elephants. The 
bees help to pollinate crops and increase yields, 
and farmers will be able to produce and sell 
honey for extra income.”
– Bijampola, beekeeper and beekeeper teacher

Sagalla beehive fence, Uganda...
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If you have any stories, pictures or information 
that you would like included in the newsletter, or if 
you have items for sale or wish to comment on the 
content of previous newsletters, please send to:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.co.uk and 
make the subject “Item for the newsletter”. 

Items for the newsletter SS&DBKA Links
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/SSBKA 
Website:
http://southstaffsbeekeepers.co.uk/ 
E-Mail:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.co.uk

What’s on - 2017 diary dates
March
4th - Bee Tradex - 9:00am to 4:30pm -Hall H3, 
Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire, CV8 2LG 
9th - SS&DBKA lecture - Clive de Bruyn - Shareshill
11th - MSCWW meeting
19th - BBKA Module examinations - 9.00am
23rd - SS&DBKA Annual General Meeting at 
Shareshill Village Hall
30th - SS&DBKA - first Thursday night meeting 
- National Grid Co PLC, Cat and Kitten Lane 
Featherstone, Staffordshire, WV10 7JB
April
7th - SBG - A world of scents - Celia Davis NDB
7th, 8th, 9th - BBKA Spring Convention - Harper 
Adams University, Shropshire, TF108NB 
25th - Beginners Theory Course starts - Wolseley 
Centre – check the following link for location info
http://www.staffs-wildlife.org.uk/wolseley-centre 
27th - SS&DBKA lecture Shareshill
May
20th - Perton Wildlife Festival, Wolverhampton
21st - Staffordshire Wildlife Trust, Wolseley
31st - Stafford County Show - Weston Rd, Stafford 

June
1st and 2nd - Stafford county show - Weston Rd, 
Stafford ST18 0BD 
3rd - Beginners Practical Course starts - 
Shugborough Apiary
24th - Mottey Meadow Hay Festival, Wheaton Aston
July
23rd - Bee Experience Taster Day - Apiary
August
6th - Birds, bats and bees, Issac Walton
20th - Bee Experience Taster Day - Apiary
19th - Sedgley Flower Show
23rd - Severn Valley Railway. Highley
30th - Severn Valley Railway. Highley
September
9th - Honey Show and BBQ
10th - Bee Experience Taster Day - Apiary
October
12th - SS&DBKA winter lecture - Shareshill
November
9th - SS&DBKA winter lecture - Shareshill

Book Shelf

Great Masters of 
Beekeeping – Ron Brown 
Ron Brown O.B.E. has been 
keeping bees in Britain and in 
Africa for forty years. 

Apart from ‘Beeswax’, he is the 
author of ‘Beekeeping, a seasonal 
guide’, ‘Honey Bees – a guide to 
management’ and ‘1000 years of 
Devon Beekeeping’. 
This book was originally a 
series of articles in the monthly 
Devon journal Beekeeping, but 
they have been enlarged and 
expanded for this book. It should appeal to 
beekeeping historians, journalists, biologists and 
book collectors as well as all beekeepers with an 
investigative mind who will find many answers to 
their queries in these pages.

£10.50 from Northern Bee Books, this is one of 
those books that surprises you as you read further. 
I originally picked it up to do a bit of research but 
then couldn’t put it down. It covers really early 
beekeepers like Charles Butler to more modern 
greats like Colin Butler (and all the Butlers in 
between).
If you, like me, often wonder things like “Who 
invented the Queen Excluder?” or “Who first 
thought  of parthenogenesis?” then this is the book 
for you. 
It is a really easy book to read and it takes you 
through the ages of beekeeping giving you an 
insight into their lives and what they gave back to 
beekeeping. I’d definitely recommend this book. 
It’s not a technical book but is full of interesting 
history and written in a very compelling way.
Another great book by Ron Brown.                SR


