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Stuart Roberts - Master Beekeeper

Healthy Bee Day - a big success  

South Staffordshire & District 
Beekeepers Association

August 2018

Apiary Newsletter...Apiary Newsletter...
Founded in 1913

Stuart Roberts is the first bee 
keeper in Staffordshire to 
be awarded the prestigious 
British Beekeepers 
Association’s Master 
Beekeeper Certificate.
Geoff Hopkinson who 
achieved his BBKA Senior 
Beekeeping Certificate 64 
years ago was one of the first 
to congratulate Stuart on his 
excellent achievement. 
Stuart, who has been a member of the club for nine 
seasons, has spent many years working through 
the BBKA modules and assessments and earlier in 
July took the Advanced Husbandry Assessment at 
BBKA headquarters, Stoneleigh.

This final test, a gruelling day of manipulations 
and apiary procedures designed to test his bee 
keeping knowledge to the full, was the last piece 
of the jigsaw to achieving his goal of Master 
Beekeeper. 
On July 22nd he was duly informed by the BBKA 
that he had passed this final hurdle. 
Thanks must go to his wife Vickie who has fully 
supported him in his endeavours and allowed him 
the time to pursue his dream, a true bee widow. 

Stuart, who supports the club by supervising both 
the beginners course and the bee experience days 
said: ‘I can’t believe it’ when he receved the letter 
from the BBKA. 
The club congratulates Stuart on this major 
achievement and wishes him every success in the 
future.  

We held our Healthy Bee Day in conjunction with 
North Staffs and the BDI at Hilton Green on 7th 
July. The event was well attended with beekeepers 
coming from all over Staffordshire to learn more 
about bee diseases and how to prevent them. 
It was a hot sunny day, so the talks were conducted 
‘al fresco’ by Colin Pavey and his bee inspectors.
The morning programme concentrated on how to 
keep healthy bees and information about small hive 
beetle and Asian hornets. The afternoon sessions 
covered recognising diseased comb, hygiene 
- biosecurity, varroa controls and microscopy - 
diagnosing diseases: acarine and nosema.

Lunchtime fish and chips gave members a chance 
to talk bees, what else, and the day was brought to 
an end with encouragement from Colin Pavey for 
us to be vigilant and the message that looking after 
our bees’ health was key to maintaining strong 
colonies.
It takes a lot of effort to put on one 
of these events and a huge thank 
you is due to Penny Darlington and 
her team for organising and staging 
Healthy Bee Day. 
Thank you to Jeremy Owen from 
Vita Bee Health for supplying bee 
health product information and 
torches on the day.
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Recently members, friends 
and family joined together 
to enjoy a memorable sunny 
BBQ at Hilton Green where 
members could see the 
club’s new apiary area and 
explore the centre’s other 
atracttions.
It was the first time in recent 
history that the BBQ has 
been held away from the 
Apiary at Shugborough and 
yes the weather was much 
better than the torrential 
rain that we have endured 
at the previous two BBQs. 
There was the usual hot 
food, thanks to Claire and Chris, and 
lots of tea and coffee available to keep 
everyone satisfied. 
All in all a great success and sure to be 
on the calendar again next year. 
Please note that the association’s 
Honey Show will take place on 22nd 
September 2018 at Hilton Green.

Gareth and Rebecca from Forest of Mercia CIC 
receive the first jar of honey produced by the bees at 
our Hilton Green apiary from Club President, Chris 
Shaw.  
They were both so excited they couldn’t wait to rush 
off to get a spoon and try the golden liquid.  
It was a fitting thank you for all the help the staff at 
Hilton Green have given the club this year. The jars 
are labelled up as Forest of Mercia honey and will be 
sold at their events throughout the year to promote 
the facility.

Hilton Green - First Honey

A friend of mine Lisa Daymond-King who 
is Secretary of the Sutton Coldfield and 
North Birmingham Beekeepers Society has 
suggested I contact yourselves about potential 
bees for an allotment site.
The site in question is Oxbarn Allotments at 
the junction of Oxbarn and Victoria Roads, 
Wolverhampton. We have been discussing the 
possibility of bees and Lisa advised that our 
allotment would fall under your area.
We have several potential locations on the site 
where hives might be able to be housed and 
are wondering whether you can advise how we 
could go about having hives.  
I understand that one of your members would 
provide hives, bees and maintain them and 
that we would provide location and security. In 
that respect the allotments are very secure and 
out of sight.
I’d very much welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further whether via email or on site 
to consider what options might be available.
                                                  John Edwards

Allotment Opportunity?

Apiary BBQ at Hilton Green 
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Dave Evans is moving to Shropshire and is 
downsizing so he has the following bee keeping 
equipment for sale:-

◊ 130 new jars and lids
◊ 3 double hive stands
◊ 4 complete hives
◊ 5 wooden nuc boxes
◊ 1 skep
◊ 2 packs brood foundation
◊ 10 packs super foundation

 For more information, Dave can be contacted on 
07572 104451 evenings and weekends only.

For Sale 
Beekeeping equipment 

Ambrosia for sale
The Association is pleased to be able to offer 
members Ambrosia Syrup and Fondant for sale 
at competitive prices. 
Order now for delivery Aug/Sept  2018.
Please place your orders with Craig Dimberline 
via mobile: 07974203838  or email: craig.
dimberline@icloud.com     

A ready mixed, high energy combination of 
sucrose, glucose and fructose, Ambrosia syrup 
and fondant bee food helps bee colonies to 
survive winter food shortages by mimicking the 
food bees find in their natural environment. 
With the sugar in Ambrosia being very 
concentrated, it does not ‘go off’ and the high 
fructose content of the product ensures that it 
will not crystallise. 

Tub of Ambrosia Syrup - 12.5kg     

Ambrosia Fondant - box of 5 x 2.5kg 

The exact price per 
pack for Ambrosia 
and Fondant will be 
emailed to members 
as soon as confirmed 
by the suppliers, but 
will be similar to last 
year...

Thursday club meetings
Please note that the club’s very successful 
Thursday evening ‘improvers’ night will be 
finishing its run of regular demonstrations and 
discussions for this year on August 23rd 2018.  

Back for a further season by 
popular demand.
A demonstration by Peter Bell 
on Honey Extraction. 
Find out how to take frames from your hive 
and process them to end up with jars of delicious 
filtered honey. 
This demonstration is not to be missed and 
remember to enter your extracted honey in the 
Club’s Honey Show on 22nd September 2018.
The talk takes place on Saturday the 11th of 
August at 10:00am in Shareshill Village Hall,          
1 Elms Lane, Shareshill, Wolverhampton, West 
Midlands, WV10 7JS. 

Honey Extraction

A word of warning to all members, please 
remember to make sure you extinguish your 
smoker fuel when you empty it into the sand 
trough. We had a fire burning in the trough 
recently but luckily a member saw it and put it 
out. Either cover the fuel in sand or spray water 
on it, particularly during this hot weather.

Fire 
Safety 
at the 

Apiary

Do you have any spare time? Can you help out at 
the apiary? Do you have ideas on how to improve 
the apiary? If so would you like to come along to 
the apiary work group (AWG)?
The next meeting of the group is on August 20th at 
7.00pm. Let Penny Darlington Twibill, chair, know if 
you would like to join us to discuss and plan apiary 
work through the next few months. We want the 
apiary to be fit for purpose when it opens again in 
Spring 2019.

The Apiary Work Group needs You
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Our hive ready for an inspection

  Our new Apiary

Margaret Harvey

Why not a Top Bar Hive?
This is my first full year of keeping bees. 
I had no idea what I was letting myself in for!  

I grew up on a farm and I am very familiar with 
livestock husbandry so how hard could it possibly 
be? 

So off I trotted off to the SS&DBKA beginners 
course to find out more. 
At my first theory talk I discover 
that bees don’t like horses..... we 
have 5! 
Undeterred, a post and rail ‘bee 
yard’ was constructed and a 5000 
volt horse deterrent put around the 
outside.  

Now for the hives....  
Which to choose?  So many 
designs, everyone has their 
favourite. 
What’s a beginner to do? 
Ask a beekeeper?  Or 5? You will 
most likely get 6 different replies, 
none of them wrong! 
In the end I opted for a polystyrene 
national hive. 

This has quickly grown like topsy 
and attracted enough clutter to fill a 
stable and half a retired horse box! 
It took me no time at all to realise 
I was too short and not strong 
enough to be a beekeeper. 
I drafted in my long suffering horsey 
friend Claire who had kept a low 
profile hoping I would leave her 
alone. 

Between us we managed to get 
the hive and a nuc box through the 
snows of last winter. 
I stumbled across top bar hives 
while doing some reading and 
decided to give it a go. 
They are neither conventional 
nor popular, but for me they have 
several advantages. 
They can be a DIY project (not 
for me, but my friend Ian made 
one out of reclaimed wood and 
UPVC out of a skip, total cost, the 
hardware). 

There is no heavy lifting with the 
top bar, everything is contained 
inside the hive and there is less 
need for storage. 
 
Easy inspections, everything is on 
one level and with an observation 
window, you can do a quick check 
without disturbing your bees. 
When inspecting, you only 
expose a few bees at a time and 
honey extraction is simple as you 
have everything you need in the 
kitchen. 
 
Finally, the bees in my top bar are 
calmer. They are not related to 
my other bees so this may not be 
down to the hive they live in! 
So, if like me, you are interested 
in low cost, low impact 
beekeeping, try a top bar hive. 
                    

 
  

Lots of bees on new comb

The next hive almost readyVery beginning of brood nest

Triangle
 comb guide

Observation 
window
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There was excitement at the apiary recently when 
a new hive arrived. Barry Crossley, club member 
and lover of top bar hives had very kindly donated 
a very elegant example that he had made himself.

Club members gathered round on a hot July 
evening and examined Barry’s handiwork. There 
were murmurs of approval and where shall we put 
it and of course, its just got to have bees in it...

Day One 
At the end of the following 
Saturday apiary session, 
Trevor organised a work 
party and duly performed 
a shook swarm from hive 4 
into the top bar hive. Hive 
4 were in need of clean 
brood comb and they were 
a strong colony with a good 

laying queen.
As you can see from the pictures, everybody 
helped and the bees were soon in their new home. 
The capped brood and larvae were not wasted but 
added to the apiary nucs to strengthen them up.
The top bar bees were given plenty of food to help 
them build wax and then they were left to settle.....

The club gets its own Top Bar

Continued overleaf...
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Day Eight 
......just one week later and after a lot of wax 
building Barry can be seen proudly holding up their 
efforts for all to see. Beautiful clean white natural 
comb ready for eggs, pollen and nectar. 
Once the hive notes were completed the hard 
working bees were left alone to continue building 
their new home and we all look forward to watching 
them continue to flourish into the autumn and 
through the winter in their top bar hive provided by 
Barry. Thank you Barry... 

Mead and wax...
Last autumn when we were visiting Prague and 
Bohemia Paul and I 
came across a shop 
selling Czech  honey 
and mead in Prague 
(see picture). As it’s a 
big honey producing 
nation with lots of small 
beekeepers and no, 
they’re not hobbits, 
there were lots of 
honeys to try. There 
are 50,000 beekeepers 
across the country with 
over half a million colonies between them, with 
some 500 in Prague alone. They are also legally 
required to register their colonies and treat them 
for varroa. So, if you are going to Prague check 
out the wonderful selection of mead and honey in 
their shop which ranges from heavy tree honey 
to fragrant light honeys. We couldn’t bring any 
samples back as we only had hand luggage but 
they gave us their details of their e-shop. So, if 
anyone else is interested we could order a number 
of jars together to save postage. Nice Xmas 
present.

This picture is one that I 
took of bees with some 
of the bees showing wax 
scales being produced 
from their wax glands. 
It was a swarm we took 
from a tree branch which 
had been there for about 
six hours and had come 
from a feral colony.                                                     

                                       

Penny Darlington Twibill

...continued from previous page 

Find the Queen
In the June edition our busy Queen was on the 
Borage in the photo at the top right of page 2. But 
where is she this time I wonder, can you find her?

Wasps and Hornets
Remember to close down hive 
entrances to help the bees fight 
of the wasps and hornets.  
Check your hives for holes 
where wasps could get in and 
seal them up.  
You could fit a hornet trap like 
the one pictured on hive 8 at 
the apiary.  
Thank you to Charles Davis 
for making this for the club. It 
traps the hornets and wasps 
in a false floor and can be 
emptied from the back .
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If you have managed a hive of bees for 12 
months you are eligible to take the BBKA Basic 
Assessment. This assessment will include about 
1 hour with an assessor who will watch you 
manipulate a hive of bees, ask you questions about 
what the bees are doing, build a frame and then 
ask some more questions based on the syllabus 
away from the hive. 
There is no written component, all answers are 
verbal. There is an entry fee of £25, which is 
payable to the BBKA just before you take the 
assessment. The next assessment will be July/ 
August 2019.
The association will support you with a study 
group, meeting regularly throughout the winter.
If you are interested have a look at the basic 
assessment syllabus on the BBKA website and 
contact Trevor Smith via email: trevorsmith_13@
yahoo.co.uk or mobile: 07772669683 or just tell me 
at a meeting.

Basic Assessment

Modules / Husbandry Assessments

Trevor Smith 
SS&DBKA Education Officer

If you have passed the Basic Assessment you are 
eligible to take your education further by studying 
for the modules.
A study group will be formed this Autumn to study 
for Module 1, again the syllabus for the modules 
can be found on the BBKA website. If you would 
like to join in please contact me.
If you regard written assessments as a no go 
area it is now possible to go down another route 
to further your education, take a look at the 
husbandry route and let me know if this interests 
you.
Furthering your education will improve your 
beekeeping and it will inform your decision making 
when managing your bees and will help you have 
a greater understanding of why the bees do what 
they do.

Learn more about bees with South Staffs

I am looking for members from a cross section 
of the association who would like to join the 
Education sub committee. 
The purpose of the committee would be 
to evaluate current provision and identify 
areas for improvement. We would produce a 
program that meets the needs of members 
and create teaching and learning materials.
Please get involved to further the development 
of your association.
Contact me via email: 
trevorsmith_13@yahoo.com.
                                                 Thanks Trevor 

Education sub-committee

Bee-Craft have streamed 
a series of bee related 
webinars over the last 
year. These are videos 
that are available to view 
via ‘YouTube’. If you dont 
have the app you will need 
to download it for free onto 
your phone, tablet or laptop 
computer. 
Open ‘YouTube’ and search for Bee-Craft Live.
You will find webinars on such things as Asian 
Hornet, Swarming, The Hive and its Products, 
Spring build up, Feeding and preparing for winter.
Each webinar is about an hour long, but you are 
able to select the parts you are most interested in if 
you wish.

Bee Craft ‘webinars’

Trevor Smith was elected as Education Officer at the Association 
AGM in March this year. Since then the Committee have agreed to 
set up an Education sub-committee, chaired by Trevor, to discuss 
and organise Teaching and Learning provision at all levels within 
the association. 
                                                         Paul Twibill, Chairman SS&DBKA

In the HiveIn the Hive
with Trevor
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If you have any stories, pictures or information 
that you would like included in the newsletter, or if 
you have items for sale or wish to comment on the 
content of previous newsletters, please send to:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.co.uk and 
make the subject “Item for the newsletter”. 

Items for the newsletter SS&DBKA Links
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/SSBKA 
Website:
http://southstaffsbeekeepers.co.uk/ 
E-Mail:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.co.uk

August
11th - Honey Extraction Day - Peter Bell at Shareshill 
Village Hall - 10.00am start
18th - Flower and Vegetable Show, Community 
Association Hall, Priory Lane, Sedgley, Open to the 
public at 12.30pm
23rd - Final Thursday improvers evening meeting for 
2018 - Shugborough Apiary 
September
1st - Whittington Fair 
7th - 9th - The BIBBA Annual Conference - The 
Royal Agricultural University, Stroud Rd, Cirencester. 
GL7 6JS - visit bibba.com for more information 

9th - Bee Experience Day - Shugborough apiary 
22nd - SS&DBKA Honey Show - 8.30am 
registration - 10.00am - 4.00pm public - Hilton 
Green, Hilton Lane, WV112BG
29th - Skep making course, full day - £60 inc lunch - 
Forest of Mercia, Hilton Green,  
October
25-27th - National Honey Show, Sandown Park
November
8th - SS&DBKA Winter Lecture - David Jackson 
Butterflies of Staffordshire - Shareshill Village Hall at 
7.30pm

What’s on - 2018 diary dates

Bee Experience days going well
The club’s Bee Experience Days are hitting the 
spot and convincing would-be beekeepers that the 
life of a beekeeper might 
just be for them after all. 
July 8th brought another 
select group of five to 
Shugborough in 30C heat 
to experience bees for the 
first time. After frying them 
in the marquee, Stuart 
got them into bee suits 
and showed them inside the hives. Our master 
beekeeper introduced them to a queen, got them 
to hold a frame of honey and meet the bees up 
close...             Our guests were glad to remove 

their bee suits 
and enjoy a 
cup of tea and 
a piece of cake 
before leaving to 
dream of getting 
bees of their own 
someday. Well 
done team... 

Bees get ‘gym’ to fight varroa...
Hive one at Shugborough has had a ‘gym’ installed, 
just inside the entrance, to help the bees in their 
endless fight against varroa. The idea is that 
the bees groom themselves on the wires and 
protruberances of the yellow 
plastic gadget knocking the 
varroa mites off. 
Made by Vita Bee Health, 
Thorne’s Beekeeping 
Supplies describe it as ‘a 
chemical free grooming aid 
for honeybees’ saying that 
‘it has wires and flippers which dislodge varroa 
mites or other parasites.’  Adding that, ‘the bees 
voluntarily rub their backs and abdomens against 
the gym and the mites fall 
through the open mesh 
floor.’ It is advertised at 
£14.99 inc VAT.
Will it work? we hear you 
ask, well we thought we 
would give it a try out, see 
what our bees think of it and 
let you know the outcome.


