
1

New Beekeepers get ‘hands on’ at the Apiary

90 years young - Geoff Hopkinson BEM   

Apiary BBQ at Hilton Green on 14th July 2018   
Bring your friends and family with you and join your 
fellow beekeepers at our annual barbecue. 
This year it is being held at Hilton Green, Hilton 
Lane, WV11 2BG and we are hoping for better 
weather than last year. The Honey Show will take 
place on September 22nd.

Tickets for the BBQ are £4 in advance and £6 on 
the day. It all starts at 6.00pm and finishes around 
9.00pm. There will be the usual hot food and lots of 
tea and coffeee available. You can see the club’s 
new apiary area and explore the other atractions at 
Hilton Green.

South Staffordshire & District 
Beekeepers Association

June 2018

Apiary Newsletter...Apiary Newsletter...
Founded in 1913

On the 2nd June, twenty six new beekeepers 
joined us at the apiary to start 6 weeks of practical 
training.
The keen trainee beekeepers donned their bee 
suits and wellies, lit up ‘smokers’ and headed out 
to look inside the hives, many of them for the first 
time. 
They were supervised into small groups by 
experienced club members who showed them the 
wonders of life inside the bee hive. 
As the amazing world of bees, honey and pollen 
was revealed to them, their enthusiastic comments 
and excitement at finding ‘the queen’ could be felt 
around the apiary.  
We hope that these new members will continue 
coming to the club for help, advice and new 
experiences and that they will enjoy their 
beekeeping for many years to come.

On Tuesday 26th June Geoff Hopkinson, a long 
time member of South Staffs beekeepers, reached 
the grand age of 90. 
Geoff has been keeping bees since 1947, longer 
than many of us have been 
alive and had many stories 
to tell to friends and family 
who gathered together 
recently to celebrate 
his long life and many 
achievements. 
A delicious ‘skep’ shaped 
cake was presented to him 
to celebrate his birthday. 

Geoff is still active in beekeeping 
and gives an enthusiastic  
introductory talk at the association’s 
beginners course which is held in 
the spring each year. 
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WYCE funds get a boost
Hello everyone, just to let 
you know that we have 
raised over £600 so far 
for WYCE in ticket money 
and donations from the 
Strawberry Tea held on 
Sunday, 24th June. 
Thank you to those who came and joined us 
on a glorious hot sunny afternoon and to those 
of you who have supported us and WYCE with 
donations. 
We’ll keep you posted about how your money 
has been spent.                   Penny Darlington 

Geoff Hopkinson grows both borage and 
phacelia in his garden and recommends them as 
excellent bee friendly plants that you can grow in 
your garden too.
Borago officinalis, also known as a starflower, 
is an annual herb in the flowering plant family 
Boraginaceae. It is native to the Mediterranean 
region but can be found in many other areas. It 
grows well in gardens in the UK, remaining in 
the garden from year to year by self-seeding. 
The leaves are edible and it is commercially 
cultivated for borage seed oil which is extracted 
from its seeds.

Phacelia tanacetifolia is a robust winter annual 
of variable height, 20-120cm, with fern-like 
pinnately cut leaves, sometimes rather grey-
green, and abundant, densely set soft blue or 
lavender-blue flowers in terminal, curved cymes 
during summer. 

Bee friendly plants for your 
garden

Thank you Craig 
Recently, Craig, who for the 
past 4 years or so has stored 
much of the Association’s 
stock of equipment and 
Ambrosia had need of the 
space we have occupied at 
his factory. 
He  has purchased new 
machinery for his expanding 
business and so needed to 

use the space that our equipment was taking up.
An arrangement has now been made with the staff 
at Hilton Green for us to rent some storage space.
On behalf of all of the committee and all the 
members of the Association I would like to thank 
Craig for the help he has given us over the past 
four years. 
We as a beekeeping association have become 
more active and now buy some items in bulk and 
are able to pass on the benefits to the membership, 
without Craig’s help this would not have been 
possible. 
He has helped us expand what we were doing and 
saved the association a lot of money that we would 
have had to spend on storage so many thanks to 
Craig for his help.
                            Chris Shaw, President SS&DBKA

Craig Dimberline

Thursday club meetings
Please note that the club’s very succesful 
Thursday evening ‘improvers’ night will be 
finishing its run of regular demonstrations and 
discussions for this year on August 23rd 2018.  
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Are we Failing? - food for thought...
I coordinate the training for the beginner 
beekeeping course held each year. As such I 
am worrying that we are not doing enough or 
we are not doing the right thing for our beginner 
beekeepers. As you probably know, we give six 
two-hour lecture sessions on a Tuesday evening 
and then there are a minimum of six Saturday 
apiary sessions.  This sounds like a lot but we are 
either focussing on the wrong things or we are not 
getting through.
A case in point : 
I recently visited a beekeeper that had been on the 
beginner course in 2016 and so had been keeping 
bees for just over a year. The reason for the visit 
was that their hive had gone queenless and I was 
in possession of a spare queen (as you often find 
yourself). 
I talked through the situation with the beekeeper in 
question and they told me that the colony had put 
up queen cells and that they had been knocking 
them down. They had done this for several weeks 
in succession and then all was well with the colony. 
They knew this because there was plenty of sealed 
brood. Until there was none.
This is where I arrived. I offered to go through the 
hive with the beekeeper and install the new queen. 
We started going through the hive and the first 
couple of combs were stores as expected. Then 
the next comb was empty. The next comb was 
empty too. At this point I placed the caged queen 
on the empty frame and went to the next frame. 
Hold on! This frame had eggs on it. The bees 
were a bit testy which felt like uppertyness of a 
queenless colony. However, as we moved through 
the remaining frames there were eggs everywhere 
and some sealed worker brood. We didn’t manage 
to find the queen but the colony was queen right 
and laying well.
So what had happened ? 
I think that the beekeeper had spotted the queen 
cells and successfully knocked them back on 
several occasions. However, the bees will almost 
certainly put a queen cell where it is hard to find. At 
least one cell was missed and the colony swarmed. 
This led to the broodless period before the new 
queen was mated and started to lay. 
What should the beekeeper have done differenty ?
Work with the bees and not against the bees. 
The bees are wanting to swarm. They are in a 
prosperous colony and feel able to split into two 
units and survive. Help them split. We call this 
swarm control. Knocking back the queen cells is 
not swarm control. It is a delaying tactic at best and 
serves only to demoralise the bees.

A simple swarm control method is as follows :
In a colony of bees there are essentially 3 
elements. They are : 

1. The queen

2. The brood

3. The flying bees

The essence of swarm control is taking one of the 
three elements away from the other two.
So a simple way to do this is to :

•	 Remove the queen and to leave the flying bees 
and the brood behind

How do we do this practically ? We just take the 
queen out – really simple.

•	 Another way to do this is to remove the brood 
and leave the queen and the flying bees

How do we do this practically ? We just take the 
brood out – really simple.

Will what I have described above work ?
No – of course not.
So to bring this all together in a simple method – 
- it looks something like this:  

•	 Remove the queen and leave the flying bees 
and the brood behind

o Remove the queen

You can remove the queen and put her 
somewhere else or retire her (I’d advocate 
keeping her for insurance – any queen is better 
than no queen)

You then need to reduce the number of queen 
cells to one. (Other people say two but that is 
asking the bees to make a decision not to cast – 
too risky for me.) 

o Remove the unwanted queen cells

To reduce the cells to one you need to brush all 
of the bees from the frames (as I stated above, 
the bees will hide away queen cells (however, 
once you have chosen a nice cell to keep you 
can shake the bees off all the other frames – as 
this is easier than brushing)

o Which cell to keep 

An open cell in which you can see a plump grub 
floating on a sea of royal jelly. Don’t choose a 
sealed cell because you do not know what is in 
it.

So you now have a queenless colony with a 
nicely chosen charged queen cell. Job done!

With the above method, you are not making 
an increase but you will reduce your honey 
production because of the brood break as the 
queen develops and gets mated before laying.

continued on next page...
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Chris Shaw our President recently joined a craft 
class at Forest of Mercia CIC Hilton Green and 
created a beautiful woven trug with a striking 
diamond motiff joining the handle to the basket.
A new skill learnt and a very useful carry-all to use 
in the garden, now that’s a result, well done.

Diamond weaving

Haden Hill Park and Hall

Find the Queen

An alternative is this :  

•	 Remove the brood and leave the queen and the 
flying bees

o Remove the queen

Move the colony to one side of the original 
position. Then place a new floor and brood 
box on the original site. Into this brood box you 
place the frame of bees with the queen on, 
making sure that there are no queen cells on 
this frame. Fill up the rest of the box with frames 
of foundation. This is what you would normally 
house a swarm into isn’t it ?

Put the hive back together and put the supers on 
top.

o Remove the unwanted queen cells

You then need to reduce the number of queen 
cells in the brood frames in the other box. As you 
do this and brush off the bees, the flying bees 
will return to the original position to keep the 
queen company and the house bees will stay 
with the brood. Once you have only one open 
queen cell in the brood frames you can add a 
crown board and a roof and you have a second 
colony in the making. This is the time to move it 
to its final position within the apiary.

The actions above alter the balance of the 
colony in terms of house bees and flying bees. 
In the queen right colony some of the flying 
bees will revert to being house bees and in the 
queenless colony some of the house bees will 
start to forage early.

It feels daunting to start with but it couldn’t be 
simpler. If you would like us to demonstrate this 
on a Thursday evening or a Saturday morning 
then please ask – we will be more than willing to 
do so.

There are a number of things that I have taken 
for granted here like shaking bees from frames 
or not shaking when there are queen cells on 
and why. I have skipped over finding the queen. 
Do you regularly mark your queens? 

If something is not clear then please ask. It is the 
only way that we learn if we are communicating 
effectively if we are asked questions – there 
is no such thing as a stupid question – it just 
highlights how effective we are at teaching – so 
please ask!

Please give us feedback on where we can 
improve our education for beginners and 
improvers alike.

                                                  Stuart Roberts

...continued from previous page 

In the April edition our over wintered Queen was at 
the top right of page 6 congregating with the bees 
on the queen marking guide. Where is she this 
month, has she swarmed? I wonder, can you find 
her?

A great place to visit 
is Haden Hill Park, 
an historical victorian 
landscape with a 
victorian Mansion 
and Tudor Hall. 
Haden Hill Park is 
open every day from 
7am and closes at 
8.30pm, however the 
pedestrian gates are 
left open for access.
Location: Halesowen 
Road, Cradley Heath. 
The landscape offers stunning views of the 
surrounding area. The park is a popular venue for 
historical local events and environmental activities. 
It has childrens play areas, bowling greens, 
ornamental lakes and formal garden areas.
On the south facing wall of a listed dovecot are 
a row of openings in the brick work. What do you 
think is their purpose?                 Howard Price

Answer: For keeping skeps of bees in...
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Staffordshire Healthy Bee Day
Co-hosted by North Staffordshire and South Staffordshire & District Beekeepers Associations

Saturday 7th July 2018
 9.30am for 10.00 start - 16.30pm finish

• Keeping Healthy Bees, including integrated pest management     
 (IPM) and approved strategies
• Inspection of diseased comb
• Effective colony inspection procedures
• Nosema sample identification using microscope techniques**
• Latest updates on the risks from small hive beetle, foul broods,   
 tropilaelaps mites and Asian hornets;
• Managing Varroa

Provisional Programme

Refreshments 
Tea, coffee and snacks will be provided during the day. 
There are no catering facilities on site, so please remember to bring your own packed lunch.  

Tickets  
Tickets are available now through South Staffordshire & District Beekeepers Association.
As there are a limited number of places available, book your tickets early to avoid disappointment. 
Ticket: £7.50 per person 

Venue
Forest of Mercia - Hilton Green, Hilton Lane, Essington, Staffordshire,WV11 2BG

Attendees to bring: 
A clean bee suit, gloves 
and suitable footwear.

Working towards a healthy bee population
In conjunction with the BDI and under the guidance of local bee inspectors we are organising a one 
day workshop aimed at improving our knowledge of the diseases that challange our bees.  

**sample identification completed free, please include your details and e-mail address.

To purchase tickets (for Healthy Bee Day), please contact: 
SSD&BKA Treasurer, Claire George. 
Either via email: ce.george@talktalk.net 
or post a cheque to her at:
55 Plant Crescent, Stafford, ST17 4EH, making cheques payable to “SS&DBKA”.
If you prefer to use Electronic Bank Transfer, the details for payment are: CAF Bank Ltd -  
Ac Number: 00095894, Sort Code: 40 52 40 and reference the payment ‘Healthy Bee Day’.

Don’t miss this event...

Sign up now before all the tickets are gone...
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This year, the Association’s Honey Show will be held at Hilton Green Apiary, Forest of Mercia on Saturday 
22nd September 2018. Note that the BBQ has moved to July 14th this year.
One new feature this year is a honey tasting class (21) with members voting for their favourite tasting 
honey. To enter this category simply purchase a marked jar from the club for £1, fill it with your most 
delicious honey and bring it along to the show. Jars are available from Alan or Steve at apiary meetings.
You are welcome to enter any or all of the classes listed below. The Novice classes are for new beekepers 
only. Staging of entries will take place between 8.30am & 10am on Saturday 22nd. Entrance to the event is 
free and your support would be much appreciated. There will be a treasure hunt, candle making and lots of 
activities for young and old so come along, bring friends and family with you and enjoy the fun.  
Hot food and drinks will be available to purchase. 
Judging at 10am by John Carrier     Open to the public from 10.00am to 4.00pm.

 

Open Class
Class 4- 2 jars 454g light honey

Class 5- 2 jars 454g medium honey

Class 6 - 2 jars 454g heather honey 

Class 7 - 2 jars 454g dark honey

Class 8 - 2 jars 454g set honey

Class 9 - Numbered Frame of honey ready for extraction - association frame

Class 10 - 5 jars of honey ready for sale, fully labelled with all legal requirements

Class 11 - Own design honey label to fit 454g jar displayed on empty jar. Must comply with   
        legal requirements. 

Class 12 - Photographic, images must be taken by entrant, subject bees or beekeeping.   
        Technical data optional. a) Bee or bees, b) Beekeeping related scene. Size: A4

Class 13 - Beeswax 1 piece weight 200-255g  7-9oz to be cast in plain mould

Class 14 - Decorative use of beeswax 

Class 15 - Beeswax candles 3 pieces

Class 16 - 1x 75cl bottle of mead dry or sweet, white plastic flanged cork.                              
        a) Dry b) Sweet c) Melomel

Class 17 - Honey fudge own choice, recipe to be displayed 6 - 8 pieces

Class 18 - Honey biscuits own choice, recipe to be displayed 6 biscuits 

Class 19 - Decorated honey cup cake, recipe to be displayed 4 cakes

Class 20 - Honey cake own choice, recipe to be displayed

Class 21 - Honey for tasting - members vote - association jar

Class 22 - Bee related craft project with explanation

Class 23 - Bee related invention or beekeeping gadget with detailed explanation

New SS&DBKA Honey Show 2018

Novice Class
Class 1 - 1 jar 454g clear honey
Class 2 - 1 jar 454g set honey
Class 3 - Frame of honey ready for extraction - your frame
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Some people are just born lucky...
Whilst examining a colony with Wendy we discovered that the 
frame that she had for the honey show “frame to be extracted” 
category had been sabotaged by the bees. They had pulled the 
wax on the frame nicely but then proceeded to draw drone cells 
and even a queen cell. Really bad luck?
On the other hand, I had noticed some scout bees around a 
stack of nuc boxes. Last Sunday afternoon the bees arrived. 
The best way to catch a swarm - no wasted effort. 
This is definitely just good luck.                        SR    

Wendy’s Bees

Farm Institute - Rodbaston
Can any of our readers shed light on this very old photograph from David Battersby’s collection? 
it is dated July 22nd 1922 and shows a group of Staffordshire Beekeepers. Is this part of the 
club’s history? Can you add any information about this intriguing group of people. Note the two 
children on the front row. Any thoughts?
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If you have any stories, pictures or information 
that you would like included in the newsletter, or if 
you have items for sale or wish to comment on the 
content of previous newsletters, please send to:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.co.uk and 
make the subject “Item for the newsletter”. 

Items for the newsletter SS&DBKA Links
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/SSBKA 
Website:
http://southstaffsbeekeepers.co.uk/ 
E-Mail:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.co.uk

July
7th - Staffordshire Healthy Bee Day - 9.30am - 
4.30pm - Hilton Green, Hilton Lane, Staffordshire 
WV112BG
8th - Bee Experience Day -  Shugborough Apiary 
14th - BBQ - Hilton Green, Hilton Lane, Staffordshire 
WV112BG - 6-9pm Tickets £4 in advance or £6 on 
the day
22nd - BBKA Basic Assessment - Shugborough 
Apiary
August
23rd - Final Thursday improvers evening meeting for 
2018 - Shugborough Apiary 

September
1st - Whittington Fair 
9th - Bee Experience Day - Shugborough apiary 
22nd - SS&DBKA Honey Show - 8.30am 
registration - 10.00am - 4.00pm public - Hilton 
Green, Hilton Lane, WV112BG 
October
25-27th - National Honey Show, Sandown Park
November
8th - SS&DBKA Winter Lecture - David Jackson 
Butterflies of Staffordshire - Shareshill Village Hall at 
7.30pm

What’s on - 2018 diary dates

Splits & Varroa 
An Introduction to Splitting Hives 
as Part of Varroa Control by 
William Hesbach  
Published by Northern Bee Books 
Widespread use of toxic chemical controls has 
proved both environmentally hazardous and 
easily resisted by the varroa mite. Consequently, 
various varroa management styles have 
emerged. Some commercial beekeepers still rely 
on toxic chemicals, other sideline and hobbyist 
beekeepers use integrated pest management 
(IPM) combining chemical and natural controls, 
and a small number of beekeepers are 
experimenting with treatment free beekeeping. 
Regardless of style and the debates concerning 
results, one single fact remains - beekeepers 
must manage varroa to levels below damaging 
thresholds or colonies die. To meet those 
thresholds, some beekeepers, looking for less 
toxic alternatives, are beginning the judicious 
use of softer chemicals like organic acids and 
compounds from thyme and hops. Then, there are 
growing numbers of beekeepers looking further 
for even less toxic and more natural alternatives.  
That leads us to the topic of this booklet. One 
dependable way to accomplish a measure of 
control without chemicals is to manipulate the 
reproductive events in the varroa lifecycle. What 
follows is an introduction to achieving those 
manipulations using different techniques of 
splitting a colony.

A sticky mess in a top bar hive when the bees don’t build 
straight comb. With comb built across two bars, as I lifted one 
of the bars it all fell off into the hive. Very messy. The only 
solution was to remove all of the loose comb, honey, brood and 
all. I ended up taking about four combs like this out and set the 
bees back by several weeks. Hopefully the queen survived the 
turmoil - only time will tell.                         Barry Crossley

Bee keeping kit including hives, extractor, settling tank, bee suit. 
For more information please contact John Miles on 01746 783636 
or email: miles.7JP@gmail.com

For Sale 

Barry’s top bar hive
Book Shelf


