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Founded in 1913

Charles Davis wins first prize at the 
National Honey Show 2018 for this 
stunning wax creation.
Having spent hours perfecting 
his technique after attending a 

demonstration by Joyce Nisbet, Charles put 
together a full basket of fruit and vegetables made 
from beeswax using the ‘slip’ moulding method. 
He then applied acrylic paints to finish off the wax 
models making them look like the real thing.
The judges at the National Honey Show held at 
Sandown Park Racecourse, Surrey in late October 
voted Charles’s wax exhibit the best in Class 52, 
Display of Beeswax, and awarded him first prize.
A smiling Charles is seen here saying that it was 
a very special moment when he heard the result 
and that at first he could not believe the judges’ 
decision but he added that it was well worth all the 
hard work.

National Honey Show 2018 - Charles Davis wins

To celebrate the life of David Battersby, Past 
President of SS&DBKA, the committee asked 
members how they could like to celebrate David’s 
long association with the club.
It was decided to purchase a bench dedicated to 
Davids lifelong love of bees and the countryside.
We have received a number of contributions 
towards the cost of the bench from club members.
If you would like to contribute towards this 
wonderful memorial to a great beekeeper please 
send your donations to, our treasurer, Clair 

George, or hand your gift to any committee 
member at forthcoming club meetings.
The David Battersby appeal will close at the end of 
February 2019.

David Battersby Bench Appeal

Christmas 2018

Apiary Newsletter...Apiary Newsletter...

Wishing all our members a very Merry Christmas, 
a Happy New Year and prosperous beekeeping in 2019



2

Club Review 2018
It has been quite an eventful year for the club.  
A lot has been achieved this year due to the hard 
work of our members, so a big thank you to all who 
turned up every week to run the apiary, manage the 
hives and further their and each other’s knowledge 
and understanding of bees.  
 
Developments at Shugborough:  
In January we learnt that the National Trust were 
planning to upgrade the walled garden area 
adjacent to the apiary.  
Thankfully in the end, the contractors didn’t come 
on site until early September so the apiary carried 
on as normal for most of the season. 
The work is now well under way. The buildings 
have been removed along with a large amount of 
topsoil. The wall is being repaired and it should 
all be completed by summer 2019 (see the 
photograph below).
Honey production: 
It was a long summer season and the bees made 
the most of it, producing over 600 lbs of honey, a 
club record. 
Queen-rearing pilot: 
During the year a small team of the senior 
members put together a queen rearing programme 
based on the Clive de Bruyn grafting method.  
A number of queens were successfully raised and 
it is planned to run the programme at the apiary 
during 2019 (see page 6 for more).   
Beginners: 
This year 25 new beekeepers came together to 
take the association’s beekeeping course.  
We received some good feedback from them which 
will help us to improve the course for next year. 
This will start on Tuesday April 23rd 2019 with six 
weeks of theory sessions at Wolseley Centre.  

This will be followed by six weeks of practical 
Saturday mornings at the Shugborough apiary 
starting on June 1st at 9.30am. 
Healthy Bee Day 
In July the club combined with our North 
Staffordshire neighbours to put on a Healhy Bee 
Day. It was a full day of activities supported by the 
BDI and local bee inspectors. The event was held 
at our Hilton Green apiary and was a big success. 
BBQ 
This year the club BBQ was held in the summer 
and this proved to be a popular evening with club 
members enjoying a relaxed party atmosphere as 
the sun slowly set. 
Honey Show: 
The honey show in September at Hilton Green was 
also a great success and entry numbers were up 
significantly on previous years.
Shugborough Apiary 
We started the year with some 12 colonies coming 
through winter. Splitting provided some starter 
hives for the beginners and we go into this winter 
with fourteen colonies.
Hilton Green Apiary 
The club apiary at Hilton Green near Shareshill 
continues to grow and going into winter comprised 
of two honey producing colonies and two nucleus 
hives.
Basic Assessment: 
Five of our newer members succesfully passed 
their BBKA basic assessment exam in the summer 
and a number of club members have signed up to 
sit it next year. The new education programme is 
providing winter training sessions to prepare these 
fmembers for the assessment in 2019.
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This paperback book put together by his wife and 
friends in 1992 is the story of Chris J Horton F.R.E.S. 
and his association with SS&DBKA. You may recognise 
the names of some club members as you follow the 
story through the years.
The book has been serialised in a number of parts by 
Kate Davis for your enjoyment.

Part 1
Foreword 1
I have been happy to write 
this book for all who read it 
and to show my appreciation 
for the hard work and time 
freely given to fulfil Chris’ 
wish to have an apiary in 
Shugborough grounds.  I asked to help with this 
memorial but was told that it was the S.S.B.K.A 
way of thanking and remembering Chris, for all he 
had done for them to show his great love of bees.
This book is my memorial to Chris, any proceeds 
from its sale I wish to be used for improvements at 
the Shugborough Apiary, or put towards organising 
a convention.
My thanks to Joan and Dennis Anslow for all their 
help, I could not have done it alone.
                                                     Ruth Horton 1992

Foreword 2 
Chris was a well respected beekeeper in the North 
of the County of Staffordshire, being elected an 
Honorary Life Member of the North Staffordshire 
Beekeepers Association in October 1968.  It will 
be for his lecturing at Association meeting, judging 
at the annual Association Honey Show in October 
each year and for the encouragement of fellow 
beekeepers to prepare for and take the British 
Beekeepers Association Examination that he will 
be best known.
He passed the Senior Certificate Examinations and 
the Honey Show Judges Examination of the British 
Beekeepers Association.
In addition to his beekeeping activities in the 
County of Staffordshire, he was very well known 
nationally giving talks and judging at the large 
Honey Shows in the country.                 Alan Barber

I first met Chris at a religious meeting in Walsall, 
about 1925.  He was 20 and I was 16. His mother 
had died in 1919 leaving four children of whom 
Chris was the eldest.  They were looked after by a 
housekeeper.  Chris and his father both worked in 
the Coppy (Coppice?) Pit in Walsall Wood.
I was made welcome in the Horton home and spent 
many happy hours there in the 1 ½ acre garden 
where they grew every kind of fruit and vegetable.  
Beside keeping pigs, hens, ducks and rabbits as 
most country people did, his father also kept bees.  
Chris was given his first hive when he was 7 years 
old.  Thus started a lifetime’s devotion to aphis 
mellificus.
In April, 1913, Chris became a junior member 
of the Wolverhampton and District Beekeepers 
Society.  Meetings were held at the Station Hotel in 
Dudley.  Viscount Cobham was president and he 
paid for Chris’ first Subscription, giving him 4 two 

shilling pieces.  I found these coins after Chris died, 
he never spent them.  It was at these meetings 
that Chris met many people who were to become 
lifelong friends – Mrs. Howell, Mrs. Russell, Mr. 
Cotterill and others.
Our courtship developed and we were married on 
May 10th, 1931.  We lived in a house three doors 
away from Chris’ family home and he moved his 
bees to a corner of our large garden.
We had little money, but were content to spend any 
spare time tending the garden.  I enjoyed this very 
much, as I had been brought up in a town.  I reared 
ducklings and chickens, leaving Chris to care for 
his bees but I did help with extracting the honey.  
Then Chris was offered a job caring for 6 stocks 
of bees owned by a farmer – Mr J. Lane, who paid 
Chris and also gave us fruit and vegetables, so we 
lived very comfortably.
We took bees to the heather on Cannock Chase 

Chris Horton, Beemaster of Staffordshire
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together with Mr. Ruddock from Walsall Wood, Mr. 
Provost from Aldridge and Mr Ikins from Stonnall.  
Mr Ikins was a Market Gardener and we loaded the 
stocks onto this lorry.  This was hard work in the 
heat of the summer.  It was pleasant to walk in the 
heather listening to the hum of the bees collecting 
nectar.  After a few weeks we struggled to get the 
hives back onto the lorry, they were even heavier 
now, being full of honey.  My wooden roller mangle 
was used to press out the honey, the combs first 
being wrapped in gauze cloths.  The trouble was 
that most of the honey stuck to the rollers and we 
had to try and scrape it off into jars.  After this sticky 
mess Chris decided to give it back to the bees 
as winter feed and found that the bees wintered 
very well on heather honey so we went back each 
Autumn.  This saved us the expense of sugar.
We also had a good source of Spring nectar from 
fields of blackcurrants in Stonnall.  The fruit was 
then sold to a company who made blackcurrant 
cordial.  I made sure I kept a jar of this good tasting 
honey to use in honey cakes in the show.  I usually 
won a prize or two for them. 
In Spring 1932, after a hard winter, we had 4 
stocks.  We had many swarms despite all that 
Chris did to try and prevent them.  If they swarmed 
while he was at work I had to spray clean water on 
them to try and stop them flying elsewhere.  Woe 
betide me if I lost them.  Eventually I would help 
getting the swarms but my beekeeping activities 
were curtailed when our first child was born on 
March 29th, 1933.  We christened him Christopher 
after his father. 
He was a strong baby and thrived on having honey 
to sweeten all his food and drink.  It seemed to give 
him a healthy start because he only had very mild 
ailments and soon got over them.  He was never 
vaccinated or immunised for anything until he did 
his National Service many years later.
He took an interest in bees but his real joy was 
his camera.  He was encouraged in this by his 
schoolmaster who was also an active beekeeper.  
When Christopher entered an exhibition in Walsall 
Photographic Society his father told him to be sure 
to bring home the cup, and was delighted when he 
did.
Christopher attended Wednesbury Boys High 
School and was eventually accepted by Bristol 
University.  First he had to do his National Service 
and was in the Air Force for three years spending 
most of the time in Germany.

Christopher gained a Bachelor of Science degree 
and became Science Master at Hornchurch 

Grammar School, from there he moved to the 
village of Yately in Berkshire and lived there for 6 
years.  Then he became Deputy Headteacher at 
Chase Cross School in Hornchurch and now lives 
in Upminster with his wife Rose.   His three children 
are now living in different parts of the country.

Back in 1934, Chris was made a stall man at the 
pit, which helped us financially and life was very 
happy for us.  He was a member of the Mine 
Rescue Team and was called out to an accident 
at the pit bottom, in June, 1934.  A fall of rock had 
trapped some men. As he was helping to get them 
out another fall of rock hit his back and he was 
brought home unable to walk.  After he had been 
in bed for a week, I heard movements upstairs and 
went up to find that he had dragged himself across 
the floor to the window where he could watch his 
bees working.  His father looked after them for him.  
He got £200 compensation from the pit.
About this time someone got into our garden and 
poisoned all our bees.  Chris was deeply shocked 
and knew that he could not afford to replace his 
stocks.   However, a committee member of the 
Association, a Mr. Ross, gave Chris a full stock 
of bees.  This kind action made him even more 
determined to become a good beekeeper and to 
help run the association. 

We were soon to have to make a big decision.  My 
parents decided to retire from business and offered 
it to us.  It meant that our £200 would go towards 
this.  Chris would have to leave country life and 
make the sacrifice of living in a town.  As he could 
no longer do heavy work he decided to become a 
grocer to take care of us all.

The bees were left in his father’s garden and Chris 
had to travel each week by bus to Walsall Wood, 
with a long walk up Shire Oak.
We worked very hard in the business and sold our 
honey in the shop.  I also made jam with fruit from 
his father’s garden, the fruit had been pollinated by 
our bees.

Business prospered and in 1937 our second son, 
Jeffrey, was born but we still made time for the 
bees.  Although Jeffrey was not such a strong baby 
as Christopher his good share of honey helped 
to build him up.  Both boys would have, as they 
left for school, a spoonful of Cod Liver Oil (ugh) 
followed by a spoonful of honey (lovely).  I am sure 
this helped to keep them from influenza and other 
ailments.
Jeffrey was always on a bicycle, and later rode with 
the Walsall Association.  

...continued
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He also built his own bicycle.  He did well at school 
and eventually went to Wednesbury Commercial 
College.  When he was 15 Chris and Jeffrey 
discussed taking on the Post Office for Fallings 
Heath into the shop.
They applied for it and Chris became Postmaster 
and Jeffrey his assistant.  So, 222, Walsall Road 
became a sub Post office in 1952.  Jeffrey worked 
hard he was liked by everyone, especially the 
elderly whom he helped a great deal.  At 18 he 
had to do his National Service, but he came home 
every weekend to balance the books.  Jeffrey 
married a Walsall girl, Ann at St. Matthews Church, 
Walsall when he was 22.  He asked his father 
about the prospects of him becoming Postmaster 
now that he was back to carry on the work of the 
Post Office, he needed the extra money to keep his 
wife and home.  His father could not agree to this, 
so Jeffrey left and formed a successful business of 
his own, a wholesale stationery and toys business.  
His two sons, Robin and Simon are now in 
business, too, one a grocer, the other a newsagent.  
This pleases me as it keeps alive the business life I 
have always enjoyed.

Back to the late 1930’s. We kept the shop going 
and Chris worked in his father’s garden and 
tended the bees.  In 1939 when war was declared 
Chris enlisted for Police duty.  Rationing had to 
be dealt with and honey became a source of help 
to our sugar ration and many customers bought 
our honey.  There was a special Government 
allowance of sugar for beekeepers for Winter and 
Spring feed and many people took to keeping bees 
as the extra sugar allowance appealed to them.

Not all the extra sugar reached the bees but we did 
enrol new members and many of them remained 
good beekeepers after the war ended and were 
helpful to the Association.
Chris’ friends in the Police Force sometimes called 
in for a quick cup of tea and declared it to be extra 
good with honey in.
 
In 1942 Chris was elected secretary for the garden 
meetings of the Association.  He helped Mrs. Ross 
organise Walsall’s Victory garden Show and put on 
the Honey Show in two weeks and got 40 entries.  
This received excellent notices in the local press.
From then on the Association put on a honey 
display in the annual flower shows in Walsall, 
Wednesbury and Birmingham.  I looked after the 
business while Chris attended all of these, taking 
his observation hive.  He made us many new 
friends as well as bringing in new members.  

He had many funny stories to tell.  Just after the 
war when warning posters were everywhere about 
the dangers of the Colorado beetle attacking our 
potato crop an old Tipton lady put her stick to 
his head saying “They bay bloody beesa, thaym 
Colorado beetles and if they get on my taters this 
summer I’ll summons you.”

At Bilston one summer it was so hot that Chris 
asked for a tent flap to be left open near to the 
observation hive.  Someone got in during the night 
and knocked the hive onto the floor of the tent.  
When Chris was called to put matters right the 

Chris supervising work in the apiary
Courtesy of the Express and Star and John Sutton

bees were having a very good time on 
all the show flowers.  Chris had to smoke 
them out and got badly stung.  He quickly 
put another stock into the observation 
hive.
In 1949 Chris was elected President of 
the Association and was also elected 
F.R.E.S.  The meetings were held at 
Wednesbury Commercial College.  In the 
first Honey Show held there I won my 
first prize for honey cake – a Luminum 
Ware fruit bowl which still looks good 
on my table.  Mrs. Ross presented it 
to me shortly before she resigned as 
President.  I entered into many shows 
over the years, but then decided to leave 
the competition to new members and 
make myself useful making the tea.  I still 
accompanied Chris to shows and was 
honoured to judge the honey cakes.

Part Two next issue
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Rodbaston Hall and SS&DBKA
A century ago on October 2nd 1918, the 
Staffordshire and South Staffordshire beekeepers 
met at the Grange, Penkridge, along with Joe 
Price, the County Council bee expert.
During the previous four years, there had been a 
complete absence of imported bees due to the war 
and Joe Price was to demonstrate his method of 
raising nuclei from imported queens from France 
and Italy. 

All in all, a most worthwhile exercise at a time 
when food shortages were prevalent and for many 
present, beekeeping added to the family income.
 
However, this was a meeting of some significance 
as present were the Chairman of the Staffordshire 
Education Committee, the Rev. Prendary Dunkley 
and the Chairmen of both the Staffordshire and  
South Staffordshire Beekeepers Associations. 
Rev. Prebandry  Dunkley, in the course of an 
address, praised the work that Mr Price was 
doing and offered the full support of the Education 
Committee.

Alderman Homer, who followed with a few remarks 
said that the Education Committee were taking 
a deep interest in this work and were providing a 
deep interest in beekeeping in a number of schools  
and the work would be developed in their new farm 
institute at Rodbaston. He then moved the following 
resolution:
 
“That this meeting appreciate the action of the 
Food Production Department in inaugurating the 
re-stocking scheme, but desire to impress the 
Government of the desirability of legislation on bee 
diseases to ensure the success of this scheme.” 
Tea was then taken at the Littleton Arms Hotel.

 
Footnote  
The widow of Henry Ward, of Rodbaston Hall, 
had died in 1915 and in 1919, the County Council 
purchased Rodbaston Hall, the Grange and the 
538 acres of  Hall Farm. The rest, as they say, is 
history... 

Today, the main hall is used for weddings and 
social occasions but Rodbaston campus is still 
part of South Staffordshire College and remains 
the go-to place for agriculture with the new Foster 
Learning Centre opening recently (see below). 

The current Rodbaston Apiary now houses 11 bee 
colonies and in addition to learning how to extract 
honey, students have the opportunity to learn about 
the environmental impact of bees and how they 
can support agriculture.

Rodbaston Hall today
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It is that time of year again, time to renew your 
membership to the club. You will be receiving an 
email about it soon or you could go to the club 
website, southstaffsbeekeepers.com  and pick ‘Join 
Us’ from the side menu. 
Membership renewal forms are available as printed 
forms for posting back or you could use the new 
electronic online form which is easy to use and 
saves you the cost of a stamp. 
Remember to read the revised policies and note 
that there has been a small increase in cost for 
2019 as advised at this year’s AGM.
Remember that membership cost includes the all 
important BDI insurance for your hives. 

Membership Renewal 2019

Anti Hornet Entrance
A new type of 
entrance cage has 
been developed in 
France to keep Asian 
hornets out of bee 
hives. 
The idea is that the 
bees can go through 
the mesh but the 
hornets won’t attempt 
it. The jury is out on 
how effective it will 
be, watch this space.

Take your Teddy into the apiary

Thanks to BB Wear, makers of fine bee suits,
you can now take your favourite friend when 
you go to meet the bees, safe in the knowledge 
that he or she will be quite safe in their very 
own suit. Go to the BB Wear website for more 
information.  
(As seen at the National Honey Show)

Volunteer Stewards Required
Detailed planning for the Spring Convention 
continues…can you volunteer your time on 
Friday, Saturday or Sunday 12, 13 or 14 April 
at the 2019 Spring Convention as a steward? 
You would have three days’ free entry to the 
Convention. You would also have some free 
time each day depending on your rota and 
you’ll be recompensed to the value of a lunch 
voucher and £20 each day. 
Tasks could include activities like stewarding 
parking, reception, trade show or lecture 
buildings. If you are interested please 
contact conventionstewards@gmail.com by 15 
February 2019. 
                                      Suzanne Bennett 
                                     BBKA Link Trustee
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I attended a lecture at the 75th Welsh Beekeepers 
Conference earlier this year. One of the lecturers, 
Wally Shaw, mentioned H. J. Wadey as a reference 
in his talk. Wally Shaw you may well have heard 
of because he has a regular column in the BBKA 
News where he answers readers’ questions.
Wally’s reference to H.J. Wadey was in relationship 
to the way in which Wally himself keeps his bees. 
Whilst the lecture was a little difficult to follow the 
book reference made it into my notes. 
When I got home, I had a look amongst my 
beekeeping books and I happened to have a copy 
of:
“The Bee Craftsman. A Short Guide To The Life 
Story And Management Of The Honey-Bee” dated 
1949.
I also had a copy of “The Behaviour of Bees – And 
of Bee-Keepers”.
And I had recently acquired a copy of “Introducing 
Bee-keeping” as Sutton Coldfield were selling off 
their library. 

I started with: 
“The Behaviour of Bees – And of Bee-Keepers” 
because I was intrigued by the 
title.
The first thing to say about 
Wadey is that he is a really good 
writer and that his books are 
really easy to read. Sometimes, 
especially with beekeeping 
books it feels like you have to 
persist with a book that is difficult 
to read to extract the information. 
Not with Wadey. The books flow 
very nicely and he writes in short chapters so it is 
easy to pick up where you left off.
The Behaviour of Bees is probably one of my 
favourite beekeeping books. As I have said it 
is easy to read. In addition, it is full of Wadey’s 
anecdotes and funny little stories. This book is both 
educational and entertaining. If you want to get a 
beekeeping friend a stocking-filler then I’d say this 
is it. The first section is a serious look at how bees 
and beekeeping works written in short chapters 
and very well written at that. 

The second section is brilliant and is entitled “The 
Curious Behaviour and Manners of the Keepers 
of Bees”. This section is really funny and is often 
accompanied by cartoons (as is the front cover of 
the book).
There is a third section. This section deals with the 
interaction of bees and beekeepers in relation to 
honey production. This book is a delight and I’m 
sure I’ll continue to re-read this year after year.

The second Wadey book I read 
was: “Introducing Bee-keeping“. 
This is a book for beginners and 
gives a whistle-stop tour through 
all things beekeeping. Again, well 
written and with small chapters 
I was able to read this in an 
afternoon. 
A great stocking filler for a new 
beekeeper. It is A5 size and has 

some lovely black and white photographs in it.

The third book I have is called: 
“The Bee Craftsman”. 
I have to admit that I haven’t 
read this one yet. However, it is 
in my pile of books to read over 
the Christmas break. Having 
flicked through it briefly, it looks 
in the typical Wadey style with 
short chapters and lovely black 
and white photos. It is something that I am looking 
forward to.
In summary, Wadey was a brilliant writer. I can’t 
recommend these books highly enough and would 
rate them all a                              five bee read.                            

These books are all available online from Abebooks

The Behaviour of Bees for £3.50 
Introducing Bee-keeping for £9.00 
The Bee Craftsman for £5.00

Find the Queen
In the October edition our Queen is to be found 
watching the beekeepers grafting larvae in the 
picture at the bottom of page 5.
She must be tucked up for winter by now but where 
has she hidden herself this month? 
See if you can find her in our Christmas edition.

Book Shelf
with 
Stuart 
Roberts
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On a recent trip to Kyoto, a small 30ml 
bottle of propolis liquid was for sale at £69. 

Royal jelly was available for 
a similar price and honey 
was sold in comb sections 
in the specialist shops like 
the Sugi honey shop or 
in litre plastic bags in the 
supermarket.
Japan only produces 7% of 
the honey it consumes with 
80% being imported from 
China.

Can artificial intelligence (AI) and machine learning 
help save the world's bees? That's the hope of 
scientists who are scrambling to reverse the 
dramatic declines in bee populations.
Bees are in trouble, but we’re not quite sure why.
It could be the overuse of insecticides; air pollution; 
warming temperatures; the varroa destructor mite; 
or even interference from electromagnetic radiation.
Or it could be a combination of all these factors. 
But until we have more data, we won’t know for 
sure.
So the World Bee Project and IT firm Oracle are 
creating a global network of AI “smart hives” to 
give scientists real-time data into the relationships 
between bees and their environments.
Up to six sensors will be 
mounted on hives, capturing 
the sound of the bees’ buzzing, 
the movement of their feet and 
wings, the weight of their honey, 
the hive’s humidity, as well as 
local weather and pollution 
levels.
Sensors will provide data on 
sound, temperature, humidity 
and the weight of honey in a hive.

Can listening to bees help to save them? By Tim Bowler
Business reporter, BBC News

12 November 2018

Sensors on beehives aren’t new, but using AI and 
machine learning to analyse the data they collect 
should yield new insights, says John Abel, vice-
president of cloud and technology at Oracle.
“Sound is probably the most important data set,” he 
says. “We convert it into a data feed and use this 
via machine learning to inform the beekeeper. 
Oracle - which says the data will be owned by the 
World Bee Project - will use blockchain to verify 
that the data is coming from a particular hive and 
hasn’t been tampered with.
Simon Potts, professor of biodiversity at Reading 
University, says it can be quite hard with simple 
laboratory or field experiments to tease out what is 
affecting bees.
“Honey bees are the single most important 
pollinator on the planet,” says Simon Potts
“With AI and machine learning we can start to put 
together the signatures of healthly and unhealthy 
hives,” he says.
“The holy grail would be to indentify early warning 
indicators of problems.”
For instance, when bees swarm, the existing hive 

can lose half its population and half of its 
honey, as those bees about to leave will 
gorge themselves first. So beekeepers want 
to minimise swarming.
Bees often swarm due to inadequate 
ventilation or high temperatures, so having 
live data on humidity, temperature and the 
weight of a hive’s honey would all give early 
indications of problems.
With the right information, beekeepers would 

then be able to take preventative action.

Honey in Japan
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If you have any stories, pictures or information 
that you would like included in the newsletter, or if 
you have items for sale or wish to comment on the 
content of previous newsletters, please send to:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com and make 
the subject “Item for the newsletter”. 

Items for the newsletter SS&DBKA Links
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/SSBKA 
Website:
http://southstaffsbeekeepers.com 
E-Mail:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com

January 
3rd -SBG Lecture - Botany for Beekeepers - Stuart 
Roberts - County Staff Club, Stafford, ST162BG
26th - Varroa treatment - Apibioxal vaping - Shugborough 
Apiary

February
7th -SBG Lecture - Beekeepers Question Time - Peter 
Bell - County Staff Club, Stafford, ST162BG 
14th -SS&DBKA Winter Lecture - Margaret Murdin, BBKA 
President at Shareshill Village Hall
March
7th -SBG Lecture - The Colony Mind - Graham Royle - 
County Staff Club, Stafford, ST162BG 
14th -SS&DBKA Winter Lecture - Ken Basterfield at 
Shareshill Village Hall 
22nd - BBKA module  examinations
28th - SS&DBKA Annual General Meeting - Shareshill 
Village Hall at 7.30pm

April
4th -SBG Lecture - Swarming - Stuart Roberts - County Staff 
Club, Stafford, ST162BG
23rd - Bee Experience Day - see club website to book

May 
19th - Beginners Theory Course starts at Wolseley Centre

June 
1st - Beginners Practical Course starts at the Apiary

July 
7th - Bee Experience Day -see club website to book

August
Honey Extraction Demonstration - date to be confirmed 

September
8th - Bee Experience Day -see club website to book
21st - Club Honey Show

Trevor Smith 
SS&DBKA Education Officer

Stuart and Charles preparing  
bees for queen rearing using 
a double brood box colony  

The club’s education sub group are currently putting together a full 
programme of learning and beekeeping techniques for the 2019 
season. 
This will include a queen rearing programme, key procedure 
demonstrations to improve your beekeeping, ‘safari’ days, honey 
extraction and processing days and a host of other bee related 
activities. 
There will also be opportunities to discuss your own bee 
experiences with our senior members.
All this as well as the beginners course and three bee experience 
days for people new to beekeeping will provide our members old 
and new with lots to keep them busy in 2019.
All will be revealed in next years Newsletter. 

In the HiveIn the Hive
with Trevor

What’s on - diary dates 2019

What does the 
2019 season 
have in store?


