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South Staffordshire & District 
Beekeepers Association

February 2019

Apiary Newsletter...Apiary Newsletter...
Founded in 1913

A New Year and New Ideas

Becoming a Proficient Beekeeper
Our next association winter lecture is at 
Shareshill on Thursday 14th February 
2019. Doors open from 7.00pm.
Our speaker is Margret Murdin, NDB. 
and her selected topic for the evening is 
‘Becoming a Proficient Beekeeper’.  
A certificate presentation will take place 
after the talk and there will be tea and 
cake for all. 
The winter lectures are free as part of 
your membership of South Staffordshire 
Beekeepers. 
The talk will start at 7.30pm. Please 
come along and support your 
association.
Shareshill Village Hall -  1 Elms Lane, 
Shareshill, Wolverhampton WV10 7JS  

Margaret Murdin NDB
Margaret is a Master Beekeeper 
and holds the National Diploma 
in Beekeeping. She is a member 
of BIBBA and a senior officer of 
the BBKA. She enjoys teaching 
all levels of beekeeping and gives 
talks and workshops all over the 
UK. 
Margaret has been keeping bees 
for about 12 years and is a practical beekeeper who learnt 
her skills as a member of the Ormskirk and Croston Branch 
of the Lancashire Association. 
She currently has 20 colonies across 3 apiaries, keeps bees 
that are well adapted to the local area and is interested in the 
bees themselves rather than the production of honey.

While the bees have been tucked up for winter, a 
plan has been hatched to make sure that we are 
ready for whatever the bees throw at us during the 
2019 season.
The club’s education team have been looking at 
various ways to maximise the learning potential for 
members and to make the most of our excellent 
teaching apiary at Shugborough.
We currently have 14 live colonies, one of which 
is housed in a top bar hive, a hive that is steadily  
becoming more popular with members.
As beekeepers, we want our own bees to survive 
and flourish. We want healthy bees and we want 
happy bees.
What better way to learn the skills to make this 
happen than to practise procedures like swarm 
prevention, queen rearing and IPM in a controlled 
environment with experienced and qualified  
beekeepers on hand to help us.

To take a peek at this year’s plan for the apiary, 
go to pages 8 and 9 where you will find a detailed 
explanation of how the new thinking will work in 
practice. There is something for everybody with 
‘hands on’ being the theme to a great year in 
prospect. 

Sunny Shugborough 2018
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To celebrate the life of David Battersby, Past 
President of SS&DBKA, the committee asked 
members how they would like to celebrate David’s 
long association with the club.
It was decided to purchase a bench dedicated to 
David’s lifelong love of bees and the countryside.
We have received a number of contributions 
towards the cost of the bench from club members.
If you would like to contribute towards this 
wonderful memorial to a great beekeeper please 
send your donations to our treasurer, Clair George, 

or hand your gift to any committee member at 
forthcoming club meetings.
The David Battersby Bench Appeal will close at the 
end of February 2019.

David Battersby Bench Appeal

George Stokes
It is with great sadness that I have to inform you that George 
Stokes died suddenly during January.  
George was a well liked and knowledgable member of our club 
and was a regular at Shugborough apiary for many years. He kept 
bees in the Lichfield area and was always ready to help other 
beekeepers or collect a swarm.
He was a good cook and many of you will fondly remember 
George’s delicious pulled pork which he would serve up at the 
club’s annual barbecue.
The funeral will take place at Lichfield & District Crematorium, 
Fradley Lane, Fradley, Lichfield WS13 8GA on Thursday the 14th 
of February at 11.30am.  
Afterwards, there will be a reception at the George Hotel, Bird 
Street, Lichfield, WS13 6PR.                  

PT, Chairman SS&DBKA

Raffle prizes gratefully receivedRaffle Prizes
The club is planning to run the occasional 
raffle this year and is on the lookout for raffle 
prizes. If you have things you don’t need 
anymore or would like to give to a good cause, 
please send it our way. 
Just hand your gifts to Club President, Chris 
Shaw, or any committee member next time 
you come to a meeting. Thank you.

Club AGM 2019 - March 28
The association’s Annual General Meeting will 
be held on Thursday March 28th at Shareshill 
Village Hall starting at 7.30pm.
South Staffordshire and District Beekeeping 
Association has been supporting bee keepers 
in the Stafford and Wolverhampton area for 
over 120 years. 
So why not put the date in your diary now 
and come along and listen to the exciting 
ideas that  your club has in store for the 2019 
beekeeping season and beyond.
If you would like to join the committee or are 
interested in being the President, Chairman, 
Treasurer or Secretary please fill in a 
nomination form, available on the club website 
and return it to Lynne Lacey by the 14th 
March 2019.
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This paperback book put together by his wife and 
friends in 1992 is the story of Chris J Horton F.R.E.S. 
and his association with SS&DBKA. You may recognise 
the names of some club members as you follow the 
story through the years.
The book has been serialised in a number of parts by 
Kate Davis for your enjoyment. 
Part one can be found 
in the Christmas 2018 
edition of the Newsletter.

Part 2Foreword 1
I have been happy to 
write this book for all 
who read it and to show 
my appreciation for the 
hard work and time 
freely given to fulfil Chris’ 
wish to have an apiary in Shugborough grounds.  
I asked to help with this memorial but was told 
that it was the S.S.B.K.A way of thanking and 
remembering Chris, for all he had done for them to 
show his great love of bees.
This book is my memorial to Chris, any proceeds 
from its sale I wish to be used for improvements at 
the Shugborough Apiary, or put towards organising 
a convention.
My thanks to Joan and Dennis Anslow for all their 
help, I could not have done it alone.
                                                     Ruth Horton 1992

Foreword 2 
Chris was a well respected beekeeper in the North 
of the County of Staffordshire, being elected an 
Honorary Life Member of the North Staffordshire 
Beekeepers Association in October 1968.  It will 
be for his lecturing at Association meeting, judging 
at the annual Association Honey Show in October 
each year and for the encouragement of fellow 
beekeepers to prepare for and take the British 
Beekeepers Association Examination that he will 
be best known.
He passed the Senior Certificate Examinations and 
the Honey Show Judges Examination of the British 
Beekeepers Association.
In addition to his beekeeping activities in the 
County of Staffordshire, he was very well known 
nationally giving talks and judging at the large 
Honey Shows in the country.                 Alan Barber

Chris had passed his examinations to become a 
judge under Joe Price F.R.E.S., shortly before he 
died in 1947.  He began to spend a great deal of 
time preparing and delivering lectures and was 
invited to speak to many groups and societies.  
I still have a letter from the Headmaster of 
Hornchurch Grammar school thanking Chris for a 
talk to his pupils.  An ex-member of our Association 
invited Chris to the Isle of Man to stay with him and 
judge at their Honey Show.
In 1950, Chris presented the Association with a 
silver bowl for competition for 3 or less stocks.  

We had no garden at the shop so Chris had a 
greenhouse at the far end of the yard, where he 
grew tomatoes, cucumbers, a vine and many kinds 
of pot plants.  He also grew a stephanotis which 
thrived.   He would invite friends, beekeepers and 
even shop customer to “Come and look at my 
flowers.”

About 1950 we attended a meeting of the North 
Staffs Association at George Sandy’s apiary.  Chris 
had helped him as he had not been beekeeping 
very long.  Mrs. Sandy gave us a lovely meal 
then, just like Chris, George said “Come and 
see my flowers.”  They were the most wonderful 
assortment of beautiful orchids.  George had taken 
up orchid growing so that he had somewhere warm 
to go when his wife was cooking and threw him out 
of the warm kitchen.  He gave Chris a good plant 
with a Cymbidium flower on it, which was easy to 
grow.  Chris was most impressed and had his own 
greenhouse divided, adding heating pipes run by 
two coal heated boilers which had to be going day 
and night.  

continued on next page...

Chris Horton, Beemaster of Staffordshire
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...continued

If Chris was out I had to attend the boilers, even 
in the worst weather.  If they had gone out when 
he came home – oh, dear – I would say that the 
wind had changed.  George and his wife moved 
to Haywoods Heath in Sussex and they invited 
us down.  He now had two greenhouses, one 
for flowers not needing too much heat and the 
other for more exotic blooms.  We were taken to 
some orchid nurseries and Chris bought all he 
could afford.  He soon began getting good results 
and began meeting other orchid growers, one of 
whom was Dr. Green who was also a beekeeper.  
Besides winning prizes at Wolverhampton and 
Birmingham, Chris took a second in London for a 
Cymbidium with 16 yellow blooms.  

He was always delighted to give his orchids for 
bride’s bouquets, especially for Chris junior’s bride 
in May 1959, and then in June 1959 he provided 
a pure white spray to be put into a prayer book for 
Jeffrey’s bride.

In 1954 Chris and John Sutton were appointed 
as part time  Beekeeping Experts at Rodbaston 
College of Agriculture.  In that year he was also 
invited to give a talk on “The Queen Bee” in a 
series of Joe Price memorial lectures.  He liked me 
to attend his lectures so that I could prompt him by 
a look to speak louder, he got so interested in his 
talk that his voice got lower and lower.

At an Association meeting in March 1959, Chris 
was presented with a medal for outstanding 
services to Staffordshire beekeeping.  Some 
of his medals are on show in the museum at 
Shugborough.  He was judging at many shows 
including the National Honey Show in London 
which he did 5 times.  At each show he judged he 
received a silver spoon, these have been shared 
out among his grand children.

When he was not judging he enjoyed putting in 
entries to most classes, his favourite being honey 
sections; he also produced young queens for those 
who had lost theirs.  He loved to put together a 
colony for a beginner.

An orchid growing friend, Alan Greatwood, on his 
visits to see Chris’ orchids, became so interested in 
the bees in our yard that he took a stock home to 
Herefordshire.

Chris said to Alan at the time, “My bees are good 
workers.”  Alan told me years later, in 1987, that he 
had taken 77lbs of honey from one hive, “By Jove, 
Chris was right” he said, “they are good workers.”  
Alan continued that 1987 had been a poor season 
for most beekeepers.

1961 was not a good year for us.  Chris’s father 
died at Easter and this was a great sorrow to him.  
He also had to take on all the work in his father’s 
garden.  As the fruit ripened, I made jam and 
sold it in the shop.  We had a variety of fruit and 
vegetables, you name it Chris grew it.

Chris also missed his father watching out for 
swarms, and he lost a lot of bees so he moved 
some of his hives to a neighbour’s garden so that 
he could keep an eye on them.  Unhappily vandals 
on motor bikes broke down the fence round the 
bees on the common and Chris lost many of them.  
This made Chris really ill and he began to suffer 
from blood pressure and found handling 16 hives 
singlehanded was too much for him.  He sold 
most of his full hives to Bob Bradford, a well know 
commercial beekeeper.  He had tasty fruit blossom 
honey and I looked forward to a few of his sections 
when he and his wife visited us.

Three hives were placed on a shelf near to the 
greenhouse which gave Chris much pleasure for 
the rest of his life.  He became expert in producing 
sections and he won prizes in the shows.

July 19th, 1961 was a very happy day for us, our 
First grandchild was born to Chris junior and Rose, 
a son Paul Christopher.

Chris now had to take life much easier, John 
Whiston was then secretary and he would take 
Chris to most of the meetings in his car.  I went 
with them to a meeting by invitation of Miss 
Shore Hellier in her garden at the Wodehouse 
in Wombourn.  We also visited the apiary of Sir 
Cliff Tibbets at Cedar Court, Aldridge.  He always 
invited us when his collection of old roses were 
in bloom.  He had brought back the trees in his 
garden from all parts of the world.  

On October 14th 1961 after our annual Honey 
Show at Wednesbury Commercial College we had 
to get home through a real Black Country fog.  A 
pea-souper.  

continued on next page...
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Part Three next issue

...continued

Chris continued to look after his bees and his 
orchids but only slowly.  However he was able 
to travel to London to the orchid Show, exhibited 
and won.  He also managed to go to the National 
Honey Show in the autumn, where he met many 
of his friends.  On these occasions, he went by 
tube to Essex and stayed with Chris junior and 
his family.  He always returned home tired and 
sometimes saddened by news of the death of an 
old friend.  When Chris attended these shows I 
looked after the business, with a helper in the Post 
office. 

I also had to keep the boilers stoked to make 
sure the temperature was right for the orchids.  
However, when Chris returned home I had my 
holiday.  I went wherever I liked for two weeks.  
Austria became my favourite place, it was so 
peaceful.  I was delighted with the abundance of 
flowers, I picked Gentian at 6000 feet and picked 
and pressed Mountain Rose and Wild orchid.  I 
always returned feeling fit to face the future. 

We began 1966 looking forward to two more 
grandchildren, Jeffrey and Ann had a son in April, 
and Chris junior and Rose were having their third 
child.

Sadly Chris had a severe stroke in May which 
paralysed his limbs and took his speech.  The 
doctor advised that Chris was too ill to move to 
hospital, but that he was a fighter and would live.

He thought that Chris would never regain the use 
of his limbs and his brain would be so scarred 
that he would not be able to carry on with his Post 
Office work.

After a few days Chris managed by sign language 
to ask about the business and his bees.  Our good 
friend Jim Anslow came immediately and promised 
to care for the bees and I shall be grateful to him 
for all he did to help Chris through those crucial 
months.  Jim still takes me to meetings.  Bob Fox 
was also a true friend and often gave up his own 
pleasure to come and do something for Chris.  A 
phone call would have him here in minutes, often 
when Chris found it difficult to handle his bees.  My 
thanks to everyone who helped us through this 
difficult period.

The judge, Mr. Gardiner, his wife and two friends 
could not get home to Leicester so they came and 
spent the night with us.  We had a slap up Fish and 
Chip Supper, which brought a happy day to an end.  
Chris having won a cup and I had first prize for my 
honey cake.

Early in 1962 Chris suffered a slight stroke and 
was advised by his doctor to rest at weekends, 
but Chris would not admit to being ill and was 
determined to carry on with his beekeeping and 
with looking after his plants, but he was slowing 
down.  I had to go into hospital, for an operation 
for varicose veins caused by so much standing 
in the shop.  We had to get help for Chris in the 
Post Office as he could only work slowly and I had 
to have help in the house, so 1962 ended by us 
having Christmas with Chris junior and his family.

Our beekeeping friends and orchid growing 
friends helped us a great deal and we both slowly 
improved through 1963.

In the summer of 1964, Jim Anslow took Chris on 
a visit to Buckfast Abbey – they joined a coach of 
Sutton beekeepers.  Chris was overjoyed to meet 
Brother Adam.  They were taken on a tour of the 
apiary and saw tons of honey and giant stacks of 
wax.  They also had a taste of Buckfast mead.  The 
visit acted like a tonic for Chris.  

On February 25th, 1965 we greeted a second 
grandchild, a girl called Kathryn. 

Paphiopedioum raised from seeds from Chris’s 
plants. Alan Greatwood took this first bloom and 
named it Chris Horton.
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You might have heard about how honey bees are 
doing poorly these days. It’s different, though, 
from the situation many of the world’s vulnerable 
creatures find themselves in — a small, obscure 
Amazonian tree frog, for instance, or even a 
gorgeous polar bear. We want them to thrive and 
live their lives, but are we willing to change our 
lifestyles to make it happen? We’d like to think 
so, but maybe not. The plummeting honey bee 
colony situation is a bit different, because if honey 
bees aren’t flourishing, neither are people and, 
eventually, people won’t eat as a result.
Honey bees do this amazing trick where they go 
around collecting pollen and nectar from plants, 
and in the process, they disperse pollen from one 
plant to another, making it possible for them to bear 
fruit. Honey bees aren’t native to most of the places 
they live — over the course of human history, 
humans have carried the insects as luggage from 
their native range in Southern Europe, Africa 
and the Middle East, to ecosystems all over the 
planet. At this point, they are the most successful 
pollinators in the world. And you know what needs 
to be pollinated? Our crops. 

The United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) estimates they pollinate about $15 billion 
worth of apples, peaches and almonds each year 
in the United States alone.
So, when U.S. beekeepers lose 40 percent of 
their colonies, as happened in 2017, to what 
beekeepers call the “4 Ps” — poor nutrition, 
pesticides, pathogens and parasites — we 21st-
century humans not only take notice, we start 
frantically trying to fix the problem. And there’s 
no silver bullet remedy, of course, but the most 
promising immediate solution seems to be figuring 
out a way to prevent microbial disease. That’s 
where bee vaccinations come in.
In vertebrates like us, vaccines work through 
stimulating the immune system to make antibodies 
against a particular disease. The vaccine 
immunizes the individual. Since invertebrates like 
bees don’t make antibodies, scientists have long 
thought immunizing them would be impossible, 
but a 2015 study discovered that bees transfer 
immunity to their offspring through a protein 
called vitellogenin, an ingredient in their egg yolk. 
Vaccinating a bee wouldn’t help that bee, but if you 
vaccinated the queen of a hive — the only female 
that reproduces — she could pass her immunity on 
to her children and grandchildren through her eggs.
The new vaccine will treat for American foulbrood 
(AFB), a highly infectious disease that quickly 
devastates hives. It’s in the testing phases and 
most likely headed for bee boxes near you. And 
don’t worry, it doesn’t require a tiny doctor’s chair 
and an itty bitty needle to deliver the vaccine — the 
queen bee can drink the medicine in a little sugar 
water and pass it along to her offspring.

Roll Up Your Sleeves Honey Bees, Vaccines Are Coming

From ‘How stuff works’ by Jesslyn Shields, Jan 10 2019

Old Library Donates Equipment
The old Priory in Lichfield has been the site of the 
town library for many years. Recently the building 
was put up for sale and the library moved to a new 
purpose built  building nearer to the centre of town. 
As a result there was lots of equipment surplus to 
requirements. Wendy, one of our club members 
was able to secure a glass trophy cabinet, a metal 
stationery cupboard and some racking free of charge 
for the club.
So a team of members led by Charles swung into 
action to collect the valuable equipment and move it 
to our storage area at Hilton Green.  
A big thank you to Wendy and Charles.
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Have you renewed your club membership yet? If 
not go to the club website, southstaffsbeekeepers.
com  and pick ‘Join Us’ from the side menu. 
Membership renewal forms are available as printed 
forms for posting back or you could use the new 
electronic online form which is easy to use and 
saves you the cost of a stamp. 
Remember to read the revised policies and note 
that there has been a small increase in cost for 
2019 as advised at last year’s AGM.
Note that the membership cost includes the all 
important BDI insurance for your hives. 
See below for a very old club membership renewal 
form detailing the costs and benefits of being a 
member. Can you guess the year?

Membership Renewal 2019

February
Spring Crafts – 20th & 23rd Feb – 10.00 – 12.00   
Use natural materials to make a variety of spring 
themed crafts – Children: £3.79, Adult: Free
March
Skep Making Course – 23rd March @ 9.30am – 
15.30pm – Adult £64.55 - Use traditional methods 
to make a skep bee hive with straw and willow
April
Willow Hen Sculptures – 7th April @ 9.30am – 
15.30pm – Adult: £37.90 - Learn how to make a life 
size Willow Hen sculpture for your garden
Willow Rabbit Sculptures – 13th April @ 9.30am 
– 15.30pm – Adult: £37.90 - Learn how to make a 
life size Willow Rabbit sculpture for your garden
Natural Easter Crafts – 16th April @ 10.00am – 
12.00 noon – Children: £3.79 – Adult: Free

Hilton Green, Hilton Lane, Essington, WV11 2BG

Find the Queen
In the Christmas edition our Queen was tucked up 
under the eaves of Rodbaston Hall in the picture at 
the top of page 6.
She will still be keeping herself warm as winter is 
not over yet, but where has she concealed herself 
this month? See if you can find her hideout.

Every morning for breakfast the Gate Hotel in 
Tokyo serves honey fresh from the hive. You just 
help yourself from the frame of capped honey. The 
clever frame holder collects the runny honey and 
guides it in to a small earthenware pot underneath.



8

The way SS&DBKA delivers Training and Learning will undergo some changes this year.
Last autumn we asked members to tell us what they felt their training needs were and the 
results of the survey were used as the basis of the new education plan.
Over the winter months the education group has been working on this plan to deliver 
training that best meets the needs of all the members. 

This plan will be delivered in three learning streams; 
Improvers (as in previous years)
Novice (aimed at those members in their first years of beekeeping) 
The Basic Assessment Group (studying for the BBKA basic assessment)  
Members are free to choose which training group they would like to be in and can if they 
wish move to a different stream or group at any point throughout the season. 
 
The season at our Shugborough apiary will run from May through to September and the 
apiary will still be open to all members on a weekly basis, but from now on, it will be on a 
Thursday evening.
The latest training and learning schedule will be published on the club website before the 
start of the active season. 

Below are examples of how the three learning streams will work.

Date Improvers group Novice group Basic assessment 
group

Thursday xth May Disease Inspection,
Bailey comb change

Making equipment,
Boxes and frames

1.7 - 1.17 of the Basic 
assessment syllabus

Thursday yth May Swarm control, with 
and without finding 
the Queen

How to inspect a 
hive of bees. Disease 
inspection, Varroa 
monitoring

Disease, poisoning 
and pests, to include 
a collection of a sam-
ple of 30 bees.

Thursday evenings will be structured as follows:

Time Activity

7.00 pm Lead tutor for the evening to describe and explain the three learning streams.
Members to freely choose which option to join or NOT if they have something else to 
do or discuss.

7.10 pm Smokers lit and kit assembled, group makes their way to designated hive.

7.10 - 7.45 pm Demonstration / hands on activity, typically only three hives will be opened on each 
evening.

7.45 – 8.00 pm Debrief on the activity, Q&A specific to the technique demonstrated.

8.00 - 8.30 pm Tea/coffee, cake/biscuits.

8.30 - 8.45pm A 10 minute talk on a topical subject and jobs for the weekend suggested.

8.45 – 9.00 pm Q&A of a general nature.

9.00 pm Finish

The New Training and Learning Schedule

continued on next page...
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Although the way training and learning is being delivered  
this year is changing, as in previous years, the hives will 
be maintained by the apiary work group (AWG). 
You are most welcome to join the AWG team  looking 
after the hives. The duties will consist of the usual regular 
inspections of the bees and any procedures needed 
to ensure that they are strong healthy colonies fit for a 
teaching apiary. 
By volunteering to help look after the bees you will have 
the opportunity improve your beekeeping skills and 
knowledge.
The apiary will not be open to all members on a Saturday 
morning.  Some Saturdays we will be running what we 
are calling ‘Specialist Offerings’, e.g. the beginners course 
practical sessions and the queen rearing programme. 

The New Training and Learning Schedule

The Apiary Work Group and other changes
These offerings may have limited spaces 
and will need to be booked in advance and in 
some cases there may be a cost implication. 
Additional specialist offerings could be 
scheduled throughout the season to meet 
members’ needs. Please let the education 
team know if you have suggestions for new 
Saturday sessions.
Finally, if you have any questions about the 
new Training and Learning schedule please 
do not hesitate to contact any of the members 
of the education Group. They are:
Trevor Smith, Alan Greenman, Margaret 
Harvey,  Jo Berriman, Julie Hamer, Barry 
Crossley and Stuart Roberts.

A quick look at this years schedule 
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If you have any stories, pictures or information 
that you would like included in the newsletter, or if 
you have items for sale or wish to comment on the 
content of previous newsletters, please send to:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com and make 
the subject “Item for the newsletter”. 

Items for the newsletter SS&DBKA Links
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/SSBKA 
Website:
http://southstaffsbeekeepers.com 
E-Mail:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com

February
7th -SBG Lecture - Beekeepers Question Time - Peter 
Bell - County Staff Club, Stafford, ST162BG 
14th -SS&DBKA Winter Lecture and certificate 
presentation - Margaret Murdin, BBKA 
President, ‘Becoming a Profficient Beekeeper’ at 
Shareshill Village Hall
March
7th -SBG Lecture - The Colony Mind - Graham Royle - 
County Staff Club, Stafford, ST162BG 
14th -SS&DBKA Winter Lecture - Ken Basterfield at 
Shareshill Village Hall 
23rd - BBKA module examinations
28th - SS&DBKA Annual General Meeting - Shareshill 
Village Hall at 7.30pm
30th - Swarm Prevention and Management Course - 
Leicestershire & Rutland Beekeepers Association

April
4th -SBG Lecture - Swarming - Stuart Roberts - County 
Staff Club, Stafford, ST162BG

23rd - Bee Experience Day - at Wolseley Centre - see club 
website to book a place

May 
19th - Beginners Theory Course starts at Wolseley Centre

June 
1st - Beginners Practical Course starts at the Apiary

20th - Bee inspector visit to Shugborough apiary 

July 
7th - Bee Experience Day -at Wolseley Centre 
13th - Honey extraction - Shareshill Village Hall
27th - Honey extraction - Shareshill Village Hall

August
17th - Sedgley Flower Show

17th - Honey extraction - Shareshill Village Hall

September
8th - Bee Experience Day - at Wolseley Centre - see club 
website to book a place
21st - Club Honey Show - provisional date - more details to 
follow

On the 26th January, the apiary work 
group met up with a number of club 
members at Shugborough to show them 
how to treat hives for varroa.
The method chosen for this year was 
Api-bioxal, a white powder form of oxalyic 
acid. This is delivered into the hive by 
sublimation or vaping as it is sometimes 
called.  With little or no brood at this time 
of the year the varroa are a much easier 
target for this treatment. 
Suitable eye protection, gloves and a 
respiratory mask are mandatory when 
carrying out this procedure.
Charles had made up a special board 
that allowed the vaporising wand to be 
slid into the varroa board entrance at the 
back of the hive (see picture bottom left). 
With foam in the front entrance the wand 
was heated up using a 12 volt battery and 

the procedure was over in 
around 10 mins per hive. 
Remember to always read 
and follow the instructions 
carefully when using varroa 
treatments.  

In the HiveIn the Hive
with Trevor

Trevor Smith 
SS&DBKA Education Officer

Varroa Treatment - Api-Bioxal

What’s on - diary dates 2019


