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South Staffordshire & District 
Beekeepers Association

April 2019

Apiary Newsletter...Apiary Newsletter...
Founded in 1913

Club AGM - a new team for 2019
The association’s Annual General Meeting was 
held at Shareshill Village Hall on March 28th 
to review the previous year and to elect a new 
committee for the 2019 season.
The meeting saw Chris Shaw (President) and Paul 
Twibble (Chairman) stand down after three years 
of magnificent work running the committee and 
working hard for the club. 
Stuart Roberts and Alan Greenman were voted 
in by the members to officiate as President and 
Chairman as the club starts its 106th year as 
South Staffordshire & District 
Beekeeping Association.
This is indeed a magnificent 
achievement and long may it 
continue as one of the longest 
running bee clubs in the UK.
The committee has also had 
a refresh with new members 
Wendy Woodward, Dayna 
White, Clive Stewart and Phil 
Atkins joining existing members 
Keith, Trevor and Paul.
We learned at the AGM that 
our apiary at Hilton Green has 
been running for over a year now and is proving to 
be a great venue for club activities like the honey 
show and the summer BBQ as well as being home 
to some half dozen colonies. Club members were 
thanked for all the work that they put in to building 
the apiary and keeping it running.
This year brings exciting changes to the club in 
other ways too. The education sub committee 
worked hard through the winter months to put 
together a broad range of beekeeping activities for 
the club. 
The weekly club meeting at Shugborough apiary 
has moved to Thursday evenings and a full 
schedule of bee related training and activities is 
planned for the season (see pages 2 and 3 for 
more information).

The new Chairman 
and President shake 
hands and smile for 
the camera but there is 
a lot of work ahead of 
them keeping the club 
on track with the new 
Thursday schedule as 
well as three bee taster 
days and a new intake 
of beginners later this 
month.  
We wish them well in 
their endeavours.

Paul presents Alan with the Chairman’s gavel, 
watched over by the new President. The gavel is 
used to bring meetings to order and along with the 
chains of office (badges) worn by the President 
and the Chairman forms an important part of the 
club’s long 
heritage.
Needless 
to say the 
meeting 
ended with 
a cup of tea 
and a piece 
of cake.
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The way SS&DBKA delivers Training and Learning is changing this year.
Last autumn we asked members to tell us what they felt their training needs were and the 
results of the survey were used as the basis for the new traing and learning schedule.
Over the winter months the education group has been working on this plan to deliver 
training that best meets the needs of all the members. 

This plan will be delivered in three learning streams; 
Improvers (as in previous years)

Novice (aimed at those members in their first years of beekeeping) 

The Basic Assessment Group (studying for the BBKA basic assessment)  
Members are free to choose which training group they would like to be in and can if they 
wish move to a different stream or group at any point throughout the season. 
The season at our Shugborough apiary will run from May through to September and the 
apiary will still be open to all members on a weekly basis, but from now on, club night will 
be on a Thursday evening from 7.00-9.00pm.
The latest training and learning schedule will be published and updated on the club website 
before and during the active season. 

Below are examples of how the three learning streams will work.

Date Improvers group Novice group Basic assessment 
group

Thursday xth May Disease Inspection,
Bailey comb change

Making equipment,
Boxes and frames

1.7 - 1.17 of the Basic 
assessment syllabus

Thursday yth May Swarm control, with 
and without finding 
the Queen

How to inspect a 
hive of bees. Disease 
inspection, Varroa 
monitoring

Disease, poisoning 
and pests, to include 
a collection of a sam-
ple of 30 bees.

Time Activity

7.00 pm Lead tutor for the evening to describe and explain the three learning streams.
Members to freely choose which option to join or NOT if they have something else to 
do or discuss.

7.10 pm Smokers lit and kit assembled, group makes their way to designated hive.

7.10 - 7.45 pm Demonstration / hands on activity, typically only three hives will be opened on each 
evening.

7.45 – 8.00 pm Debrief on the activity, Q&A specific to the technique demonstrated.

8.00 - 8.30 pm Tea/coffee, cake/biscuits.

8.30 - 8.45pm A 10 minute talk on a topical subject and jobs for the weekend suggested.

8.45 – 9.00 pm Q&A of a general nature.

9.00 pm Finish

The New Training and Learning Schedule - 2019

continued on next page...

Thursday evenings will be structured as follows:
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The way training and learning is being delivered this year 
is changing but as in previous years, the apiary hives will 
be maintained by the apiary work group (AWG). 
All club members are most welcome to join the AWG 
team looking after the hives. The duties consist of the 
usual regular inspections of the bees and any procedures 
needed to ensure that they are strong healthy colonies as 
you would expect in a teaching apiary. By volunteering to 
help look after the bees you will continue to improve your 
own beekeeping skills and knowledge.
Although the Shugborough apiary will not be open to all 
members on a Saturday morning, on some Saturdays we 
will be running what we are calling ‘Specialist Offerings’, 
e.g. the beginners course practical sessions and the 
queen rearing programme.  

The Apiary Work Group and other changes
These sessions may have limited spaces 
and will need to be booked in advance and in 
some cases there may be a cost implication. 
Additional specialist offerings can be 
scheduled throughout the season to meet 
members’ needs. Please let the education 
team know if you have suggestions for new 
Saturday sessions.
Finally, if you have any questions about the 
new Training and Learning schedule please 
do not hesitate to contact any of the members 
of the education group. They are:
Trevor Smith, Alan Greenman, Margaret 
Harvey, Jo Berriman, Julie Hamer, Barry 
Crossley and Stuart Roberts.

Another look at this years schedule 
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In February, Margaret Murdin gave the club winter 
lecture at Shareshill Village Hall entitled ‘Becoming 
a Proficient Beekeeper’. 
She spoke with great enthusiasm about her 
beekeeping experiences and urged the audience 
to do the same. The talk was well attended by 
members who all enjoyed the evening. 
 
After her talk, Margaret kindly agreed to hand out 
BBKA certificates to five club members who had  
successfully passed the BBKA Basic Assessment 
in July 2018.
BBKA Basic Assessment Certificates were 
awarded to: 
Jo Berriman, Julie Hamer, Marie Jackson, David 
Primrose and Carol Richards, seen here with 
Trevor Smith, Education Officer for the club.

Margaret Murdin NDB
Margaret is a Master Beekeeper and holds the 
National Diploma in Beekeeping. She is a member 
of BIBBA and a senior officer of the BBKA. She 
enjoys teaching and gives talks and workshops all 
over the UK.  She currently has 20 colonies across 
3 apiaries, keeps bees that are well adapted to the 
local area and is interested in the bees themselves 
rather than the production of honey.

BBKA certificates for club members

To finish the evening off in style, Margaret 
presented Stuart Roberts with his BBKA Certificate 
and Badge for Master Beekeeper and a Certificate 
of Proficiency in Apiculture. A great achievement 
and well received by all.
The audience then gave our award winners a 
warm round of applause to bring a most enjoyable 
evening to a close. 

Jo 
Berriman

Julie 
Hamer

Marie 
Jackson

David 
Primrose

Carol 
Richards
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Please come along and join us at a ’tutored’ 
sampling of diverse gins expertly selected by 
“Moonshine and Fuggles” of Ironbridge. 
Includes a two course Punjabi Meal.

On Saturday 13th April at 7.30pm
At the Allen Memorial Hall, United Reformed 
Church, High St, Wombourne, WV59DN

Tickets £15 each. Contact: admin@WYCE.org.
uk or Tel: 01922663014.
Tickets can be obtained from either Paul or 
Penny on 01902 752136.

All profits from this event will support the 
Education Fund of WYCE Gambia at Madina 
Salam, The Gambia

WYCE 
Gin Tasting 
Evening

When the apiary opens for the 2019 season we 
will be keeping a register of all members attending 
throughout the year. This is mainly for health and 
safety reasons and is in line with other Beekeeping 
Associations around the country. It will also help 
inform the National Trust of our commitment to  
beekeeping at Shugborough. 
There will be a nominal £1 charge for members 
attending which will be used to provide 
refreshments at the meetings. Please ensure that 
you ‘sign in’ when you arrive on site.  

Apiary Register

1) Diana Gudgeon is looking to have some 
managed beehives on her land - at Hamley 
Heath near to Colton Rugeley. Postcode is 
WS153LS .. 

2) Elizabeth Leaper is looking for someone who 
may be interested in keeping some hives on a 
field at Wooton, near Eccleshall. 

Please contact Stuart Roberts for more 
information.

Out-apiary sites available

Find the Queen
In the last edition our Queen was resting in the 
basket in the picture of raffle prizes on page 2.
Spring is now upon us so our queen should be 
more active and getting ready to lay.See if you can 
find where she is hiding.

Raffle prizes gratefully receivedRaffle Prizes Wanted
The club is planning to run the occasional 
raffle this year and is on the lookout for raffle 
prizes. If you have things you don’t need 
anymore or would like to give to a good cause, 
please send it our way. 
Just hand your gifts to any committee member 
next time you come to a meeting. Thank you.

The third and final part of ‘Chris Horton, 
Beemaster of Staffordshire’ is attached at the end 
of this newsletter. For all those of you that have 
enjoyed reading the story of Chris and his love of 
bees read on to see how he finaly secured a place 
for the club apiary at Shugborough. 

You can’t count all of them as dependants...
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When we think about going on a 
road trip honey bees probably don’t 
come to mind, but bees spend a 
surprising amount of time on the 
nation’s highways. Most of our 
food production by weight consists 
of just a few species of wind-
pollinated grains, but more than 80 
percent of crop species, including 
almost all fruits and vegetables, 
require some kind of pollinator. For 
this reason, transporting honey 
bees (Apis mellifera) to provide 
pollination for agriculture is big 
business. Commercial pollination services maintain 
thousands or even tens of thousands of hives 
that are available for rent, and they deliver by the 
truckload all over the country.

Growers have a narrow window to provide 
intensive pollination. Many pay commercial 
beekeepers to transport hives by truck to saturate 
their fields during the bloom. Most crops bloom 
during a brief, seasonal period that may be as 
short as couple weeks, and they need intensive 
pollination during this time to be profitable. 
Commercial pollinators can pollinate crops all over 
the country by taking advantage of variation in 
growing seasons. Hives may be moved multiple 
times and several thousand miles per year.

Bees have received a lot of attention recently, 
and for good reason. They face challenges 
from parasites and pathogens while demand 
for pollination services increases annually. The 
practice of transporting hives is monitored by state 
and federal agencies who release annual reports 
regarding the health, winter survival, and inventory 
of the nation’s honey bees. 

While some research focuses on transporting 
hives, we found very little work has been done 
specifically investigating the effects of the road trip 
on colony stress and survival.

A colony may see the sun set in North Dakota and 
rise in California. In the intervening time, bees are 
confined in their hives, loaded onto trucks, and 
transported long distances at highway speeds, 
sometimes through mountain passes on the way 
to the West Coast. Hives meant for pollination are 
often staged in bee yards until they are needed and 
are moved again.

In research published this week in Environmental 
Entomology, colleagues and I at the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Edward T. Schafer 
Agricultural Research Center, in collaboration with 
North Dakota State University (NDSU), investigated 
transportation stress while bee hives are in transit 
to identify sources of stress that may affect survival 
and pollination ability. Collaborators on the study 
included Elisabeth Wilson and Julia Bowsher at 
NDSU, George Yocum and Joseph Rinehart at the 
USDA Agricultural Research Service, and Steve 
Peterson at AgPollen LLC. Through our study, 
we found that colonies experienced cold stress 
during shipping, with smaller colonies especially 
vulnerable.

Honey bees are one of the few insect species that 
can thermoregulate much higher than ambient 
temperatures. They do this through coordinated 
social behavior, and they have evolved to rely 
on stable, warm temperatures between 32-35 
degrees Celsius (about 90-95 degrees Fahrenheit). 
Deviations from this range are stressful. Above 
this range a colony will quickly suffocate and die. 
Below this range, colonies often survive, at least for 
a time, but cold exposure in developing brood may 
cause developmental abnormalities. 

Commercial pollinators favor increased airflow 
because the consequences of a hive that overheats 
are immediate and obvious. Our research found, 
however, that smaller colonies lost their ability 
to thermoregulate the hive, and some never 
recovered. Smaller colonies also experienced 
a significant loss of population and had much 
lower long-term survival. Large, robust colonies 
maintained hive temperature and experienced less 
population loss.

Road Trip - USA style 
How Hive Transportation Puts Stress on Honey Bees
By Dacotah Melicher, Ph.D.

continued on next page...
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My colleagues and I measured changes in stress 
response before departure, immediately after 
arrival, and after a two-week recovery period, 
using gene expression as indicators. We found 
that genes associated with chill stress, immune 
function, defense response, and methylation 
increased after the hives were relocated, which all 
decreased after the recovery period.

According to the Bee Informed Partnership, there 
are around 2.67 million honey bee colonies in the 
United States. Many of these colonies are used 
for agriculture, providing a vital service essential 
for a diverse and affordable food supply. There 
are many other potential sources of stress during 
transportation. 

While this study focused on cold stress, changes 
in barometric pressure, humidity, turbulent airflow, 
diesel exhaust, and vibration are also potential 
directions for research. Small sources of stress 
may have large consequences, especially if they 
are persistent or repeated (like noisy neighbors or 
trying to sleep with a mosquito in the room). Stress 
during transportation can be reduced with new 
or updated management practices, and this may 
have the additional benefit of allowing honey bee 
colonies to survive other challenges.

                               (From Entermology Today USA)

...continued All our ‘Yester Years’  
Selected items from past Club Minutes
1987 - 1995

1987 
14/3 - an ornate WBC donated by Shugborough 
Apiary Manager renovating the same
21/9 - No move yet to re-site the Apiary. Difficulties 
with North Staffs over the re-allocation of trophies, 
following the ‘split’. Concern registered over the 
sale of ‘Honey Royal’ nationally

1988
19/1 - Apiary Manager unhappy with apiary siting 
and would wish to have two colonies nearer to the 
Tower of the Wind   
- First mention of Beginners meetings.
19/3 - WBC still with Apiary Manager, who had 
resigned.
- Royston Page donated glass slides and projector 
claimed to be once owned by Herod Hempsall
17/6  - some difficulties with the Shugborough staff  
re communication. 
2/9 - John Sutton’s 1880’s skep offered at £25. 
21/9  - Jon Whiston noted that the trophy wrangling 
continues. 
 
1989 
- Varroa mentioned, at length, for the first time
21/8  - A new site forthcoming but no details.
 
1990 
Two hives moved to new site but no details.
1992
24/4 - Copious advice re varroa from BDI.. 
- Patrick Lichfield offers yet another site 
5/9 - Farm Apiary site to become a conservation 
area, 
20/9 - Varroa noted in Devon
 
1993 
24/6 - proposed study group for exams 
5/8 - 7 exams to be taken - this was the old 
Preliminary Examination and not the Basic as we 
know it today
11/10  - 5 exam successes
1995 
- virtual hive purchased £195   
- First mention of Basic Assessment  
 

 Geoff Hopkinson

Bee foraging for early pollen....
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Beekeeping dog in 'astronaut' 
suit detects infected hives by 
smell

Buzz buzz woof woof...
Bees are extremely important. We’ve been writing  
for years about the various threats that they face 
and about various ways to protect them. 

But this story from Australia might be the most 
original yet, or at the very least the cutest.
In the photo on the left is Bazz, a black labrador 
that beekeeper Josh Kennett has trained to detect 
by smell a serious bee disease called American 
foulbrood. The Paenibacillus larvae caused by 
the infection are usually only visible under high-
magnification microscope, but thanks to Bazz, 
that’s not necessary.
Microscope analysis might not be needed thanks 
to Bazz’s nose, but the dog still had to be protected 
from bee attack to get close enough to sniff out the 
hives. That’s why Kennett built this protective suit 
that makes Bazz look a big like a canine astronaut.
It’s particularly important to detect American 
foulbrood infections early because there is no 
cure (yet), so the only thing that can be done is 
quarantining the infected colonies to keep the 
disease from spreading then notifing the Bee 
Inspector of possible AFB. 
On confirmation of AFB the colony would be 
destroyed.

Moving moments with George’s Bees
Following on from George Stokes’s 
untimely death came the need to save 
his bees.
A team of four led by Chris were 
directed to the quiet apiary on the side 
of a wood looking on to rolling fields.
We had been told four hives at most...
Over the morning the hive entrances 
were blocked and the four live 
colonies (yes, just the 4) were 
strapped up and made safe for 
transport.
Some of the equipment was old and 
put to one side, some just needed a 
good clean.
The cars were loaded, the farmer 
had said ‘one trip only’, so with heavy 
hearts we carried George’s bees 
to their new home at Hilton Green. 
Here they were checked for food and 
subsequently treated for varroa.New 
roofs have been ordered and the bees 
are now finding forage.
Chris treated the team to buns and 
a cuppa, a good day’s work, saving 
bees...
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If you have any stories, pictures or information 
that you would like included in the newsletter, or if 
you have items for sale or wish to comment on the 
content of previous newsletters, please send to:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com and make 
the subject “Item for the newsletter”. 

Items for the newsletter SS&DBKA Links
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/SSBKA 
Website:
http://southstaffsbeekeepers.com 
E-Mail:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com

April
4th -SBG Lecture - Swarming - Stuart Roberts - County 
Staff Club, Stafford, ST162BG
23rd - Beginners Theory Course starts at Wolseley Centre

May 
19th - Bee Experience Day - at Wolseley Centre - see 
club website to book a place  
June 
1st - Beginners Practical Course starts at the Apiary

20th - Bee inspector visit to Shugborough apiary 

July 
7th - Bee Experience Day - at Wolseley Centre 
13th - Honey extraction - Shareshill Village Hall
27th - Honey extraction - Shareshill Village Hall

August
17th - Sedgley Flower Show

17th - Honey extraction - Shareshill Village Hall

September
8th - Bee Experience Day - at Wolseley Centre - see club 
website to book a place
21st - Club Honey Show - provisional date - more details to 
follow

What’s on - diary dates 2019

Please check club website for the latest 
information on all events

Book Shelf
There is a wide range of beekeeping books that 
include information on bee forage within the UK, 
but there are few that specialise in it. 
One notable exception is Plants for Bees by Dr. 
William Kirk and Dr. Frank Howes, which details 
the plants foraged by bees in the British Isles, 
with brief notes on some pollen and nectar. 
However, this comprehensive tome dedicates 
much of its pages to the forage of solitary bees and 
bumblebees, making honeybee-specific information 
more difficult to locate.
 
Noticing this gap in the market, Zoe McCullagh-
George, an MA Publishing student at Derby 
University, in collaboration with a local Master 
Beekeeper, are in the process of producing a 
book that will be an important tool for all British 
beekeepers, as well as a bible for any students of 
the NDB, BBKA Advanced Husbandry Certificate or 
aspiring Master Beekeeper. 
The book will provide detailed information about 

the 100 most important pollen and nectar sources 
across the entire UK in the most useful and 
informative format, with notes on pollen structure 
and the nectars’ effects on honey production.
 
However, this book will not be a singular vision. 
In order to create a book that is genuinely helpful 
to the beekeeping community, it will need to be 
created with the voice of British beekeepers; what 
information they need to succeed, how they utilise 
their resources, and what they want to see in a 
book. 

If you have five minutes to spare, your input 
could help to create one of the first beekeeping 
books written with the needs and wishes of the 
community at its core.

To be a part of this book, just copy the following link 
to your web browser and fill in the brief survey: 
https://surveyhero.com/c/aef1beb8.

Botany for Bees
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This paperback book put together by his wife and 
friends in 1992 is the story of Chris J Horton F.R.E.S. 
and his association with SS&DBKA. You may recognise 
the names of some club members as you follow the 
story through the years.
The book has been serialised in three parts by Kate 
Davis for your enjoyment. 
Part one can be found 
in the Christmas 2018 
edition and part two in 
the Feruary 2019 edition 
of the Newsletter.

Foreword 1
I have been happy to 
write this book for all 
who read it and to show 
my appreciation for 
the hard work and time 
freely given to fulfil Chris’ 
wish to have an apiary in Shugborough grounds.  
I asked to help with this memorial but was told 
that it was the S.S.B.K.A way of thanking and 
remembering Chris, for all he had done for them to 
show his great love of bees.
This book is my memorial to Chris, any proceeds 
from its sale I wish to be used for improvements at 
the Shugborough Apiary, or put towards organising 
a convention.
My thanks to Joan and Dennis Anslow for all their 
help, I could not have done it alone.
                                                     Ruth Horton 1992

Foreword 2 
Chris was a well respected beekeeper in the North 
of the County of Staffordshire, being elected an 
Honorary Life Member of the North Staffordshire 
Beekeepers Association in October 1968.  It will 
be for his lecturing at Association meeting, judging 
at the annual Association Honey Show in October 
each year and for the encouragement of fellow 
beekeepers to prepare for and take the British 
Beekeepers Association Examination that he will 
be best known.
He passed the Senior Certificate Examinations and 
the Honey Show Judges Examination of the British 
Beekeepers Association.
In addition to his beekeeping activities in the 
County of Staffordshire, he was very well known 
nationally giving talks and judging at the large 
Honey Shows in the country.                 Alan Barber

Chris Horton, Beemaster of Staffordshire

Third and Final Part

continued on next page...

Chris was now having angina attacks, so had to 
take more care, but I helped all I could.  During 
the winter months I set him making up frames and 
section boxes. He had not got back the full use of 
his hands which made this work very hard for him 
and he would get upset, thinking he would never 
be able to use his hands properly again.  I told him 
that he could give them to somebody else to use 
then so he would press on.

Spring came and as usual the flowers grew, the 
sun shone and the bees were flying.  Off goes 
Chris to use the new frames and section boxes that 
he had made during the winter.

He became more distressed over his afflicted 
speech and went to see a throat specialist and 
begged him to tell him the truth, because Chris 
thought he had cancer.  The doctor said “My good 
man, you have no sign of cancer, but the truth 
is you will never be able to lecture again as you 
enjoyed doing.”

No cancer was a joy, but not to speak again was 
a lasting trial to Chris and he began to live very 
quietly.

He had hoped to come back into the business by 
1967, but could see what a strain I was under with 
the pre Christmas work.  He asked what he could 
do to help and I gave him sheets of stamps to tear 
up into strips of 12.  After a short while he brought 
them back to me and said tearfully that he could 
not even manage that little thing.  He said “I am 
finished, we must give up the business.”  I was so 
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...continued
tired that I agreed with him, but 
never told him what it meant 
to me to think of the shop door 
not being opened at 9.00a.m. 
as I had known it to do since I 
was 5 years old.

With extra help, I struggled 
through to 1968 and Chris and 
I thought of all our blessings, 
and our family.  We were 
allowed to keep on the Post 
Office provided that the Head 
office approved of the new 
Postmaster.  At Chris’s speech did not allow him 
to interview people, I did it.  After two unsuitable 
applicants I began to get worried when a Mrs. 
Cooper asked about the job, she was experienced 
in business and after a long discussion decided to 
take on the Post Office herself and employ a friend 
to run the grocery side.  We were happy about this 
and the Head office of the Post Office allowed her 
to sign in charge on 14th June, 1968.

Mrs. Cooper was happy in the post Office and 
her friend settled down to pleasing our older 
customers.  She had never cut, weighed and 
wrapped butter, cheese and lard so I still did it 
until she had learned how to manage it.  I was 
pleased to do this as I still felt part of the business 
without the responsibility.  The doors still opened at 
9.00a.m. too, Mrs. Cooper retired in 1973.

July and August were good months for the bees.  I 
decided that we needed a holiday, but Chris would 
never leave the bees during the honey flow.  We 
only had 4 stocks by now and no out-apiary.  I had 
a word with two good friends who prompted Chris 
to go on holiday with me, we helped to extract the 
honey and feed the bees and by the end of August 
we were able to take a week off.   I booked a coach 
trip to Torquay, leaving friends to take care of the 
bees. The itinery included a visit to Buckfast and I 
arranged a private visit for Chris with brother Adam.

There were changes in the Association in this year, 
Bob Fox took the secretary’s job on after Mr. Colley 
resigned.  Owing to his speech difficulties Chris 
felt that he should resign his Presidency, which he 
had held for 14 years.  He was elected Hon. Vice 
President and a life member.  This was in thanks 
for all the service he had given to the Association 
over the years.

Mrs. A. Davis was elected the new president 
and she served for eleven years, attending 
meetings regularly and was always helpful 
in organising events.  During her years of 
office she became a true friend and we 
loved her very much. We often held summer 
meetings looking through her bees which 
were as good tempered and happy as she 
was.  In winter the committee would meet 
in her lovely warm cottage and she always 
gave us refreshments galore.  He daughter 
still invites us over for summer meetings.  

In the five years up to 1970 Chris’s health 
did not allow him to do any heavy jobs and 
his greenhouse proved to be a blessing 

to him.  The doctor said that the short walk to the 
greenhouse several times a day was good for 
him.  He would always find something different 
day by day and would return to rest in his chair 
and relate to me how well his plants were doing.  
He was so pleased to be able to water and care 
for them himself.  He still loved to give friends an 
orchid on any special occasion they may have 
had and I always had one too.  I attended to the 
small garden and had tubs and pots all around.  
We had a lovely show in the Spring.  One day a 
young man arrived from the Express and Star to 
photograph the orchids and the garden flowers.  He 
wrote in the paper about it and called our garden 
a miniature Kew Gardens.  A florist from Bury saw 
the article and came to Chris to buy blooms and 
Stephanotis for wedding bouquets.  I told Chris that 
he had been given life so that he could give all this 
happiness to others.  He would relate at the end of 
each week just how many people had been to see 
his flowers.

The Association Christmas party we held at 
Freeford Manor by kind invitation of  Miss Dyott 
who had her hives in the lovely surroundings of 
the Manor.  The party was held there on many 
occasions and were always happy ones.  The 
trophies were presented to the winners in the 
Annual Honey Show.  

From 1960 Chris and Mr Sutton had looked after 
the bees at the Convent in Stafford but the sisters 
gave up beekeeping in 1971.  

We had many successful garden meetings.  I recall 
one at Tickleton by invitation to open the hives of 
Mrs. Russell a very active member for many years 
and was made a life member in 1975.  
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The Christmas Party was again held at Freeford 
Manor in 1971 and Chris was presented with a 
shooting stick in recognition of 50 years service 
and I received a nicely decorated service tray as 
thanks for organising the tea for meetings and 
parties.  I still organise, but other people do the 
work and I should like to say thanks to them.   

At the 1971 Annual General Meeting I was made a 
Life Member.   

In October disaster struck.  A gale smashed the top 
off the greenhouse, leaving the orchids exposed 
to the cold, and many of them were destroyed 
by falling glass and wood.  The shock was too 
much for Chris and he sat in his chair and said 
“My orchids will all die, so let me die with them.”  I 
was distressed but decided to get help.  Chris had 
been on the Police list for many years to be called 
upon to collect swarms and had many friends at 
the Police Station.  I called them and they came 
with a Fire Engine and two young men who made 
the roof safe and cleared away all the glass and 
debris.  We did not receive a bill, which proved that 
Chris was appreciated for all that he had done in 
the past.  Chris had always said that when he died 
I was to allow two orchid growing friends to share 
out his plants between them, so I called them – 
Alan Greatwood from Hertfordshire and Ted Brittan 
from Streetly.  They both came and took away 
the live plants to care for them.  A little while later, 
Alan rang me to let me know 
that he was creating a new 
species from pollen from Chris’s 
orchids.  Early in 1982 it was 
in bloom and Alan had had a 
painting made of it, he brought 
them up to Chris to see.  The 
name of this Cypridium was 
CHRIS HORTON.  The painting 
now hangs in memory of the 
happiness that he gave to 
others.  

Ted Brittan now has the plant in 
his greenhouse and brings it to 
me when it blooms, then takes 
it back to the warmth of the 
greenhouse to help it bloom for 
many more years.

Chris died in July, 1982, but his 
orchid lives on.  

Back to 1972, Chris went along quietly producing 
honey sections and rearing new queens.  He often 
called me to listen to the queens piping.

At the A.G.M of that year the speaker was Phil 
Drabble.  He invited us to his apiary in the spring 
and a good number of members attended.  
Although Chris could not complete the tour of the 
estate he enjoyed seeing the animals in the woods 
and the herons all around.  Mrs. Drabble provided 
us with excellent refreshments.

1972 was a good year weatherwise and we had 
some good garden meetings.  One was held in 
the garden of our President in Seisdon and it was 
here that it was decided that the President should 
have a badge of office.  Bob Fox had drawn up two 
designs, one was chosen and eventually presented 
to Mrs. Davis at the 1973 Convention.  A gift from 
Chris was also presented to Mrs. Davis.  The 
South Staffs Association were again hosts to the 
Convention so Chris was able to take an active part 
in the preparations.  A tree was given anonymously 
and planted by Mrs. Davis to celebrate the 
centenary of the B.B.K.A.

I have been so interested in relating all the 
activities of the Association that I have omitted to 
bring up to date the work being done in the Post 
Office and grocery since we retired in 1968.  Mrs. 
Cooper was an excellent Post Mistress and gained 
everyone’s respect, especially the elderly, she 
would help them across the busy road, and even 

take them home in her car if 
they were too tired to walk.  Her 
assistant kept the grocery clean 
and attractive and made it a 
pleasure for the customers to 
come to the shop.  Mrs. Cooper 
retired to live in Devon, and 
was remembered with affection.  
I now had the problem of 
replacing her, but the Head 
Office of the Post Office 
decided that Fallings Heath 
Post Office must be closed 
down and it would have been 
difficult to carry on the grocery 
business alone.  Mrs. Cooper, 
realising this, cleared out all her 
grocery stock completely and 
I again faced the prospect of a 
closed shop.  A short distance 
along the road two sisters, Mary 
and Joan Watson, ran a baby 
linen and wool shop in a small 
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room.  I had known them all their lives and offered 
them our shop at a low rent, they were delighted 
to have bigger premises and after a few alterations 
the shop was open once more.

It was pleasant to have young people around and 
I could sit quietly and hear the laughter from the 
shop as the girls were serving the customer.  I was 
able to go out for a day as the girls would see that 
Chris was alright.  At first, they were afraid to go 
to the greenhouse because of the bees, but Chris 
put a veil on them so they became quite brave.  
Thanks to young Chris giving us a good selection 
of Chrysanthemums the greenhouse was now in 
use again.  Chris now grew tomatoes, a vine and 
a lot of gourds which we dried for a friend who 
did flower arrangements.  The staging was put all 
round at a height that meant that Chris did not have 
to bend down as his heart was not so good now.  
He planted many fuschias which still bloom each 
year and various pot plants and cacti, all of which 
now give me pleasure as I care for them.  I also 
made a miniature garden to remember his bees, in 
the recess where he kept his nucleus.

In 1974 Bob Fox resigned and J. 
Bacon became the secretary.  Chris 
and ten members of the Association 
attended a convention in Cardiff.  
South 
Staffs won the cup for the best county 
entry for honey, wax and mead.

Preparations now began for the 
centenary year in 1976.

At the Annual General Meeting Chris 
suggested that Mrs. Davis, Mrs. Howel 
and Mrs. Russell should be made Life 
Members in appreciation of their hard 
work for the Association.  This was 
unanimously adopted.  Bob Fox also received a 
presentation for his secretarial work.

Roy Page and his wife retired to Weymouth and he 
was made Vice President for his services over the 
years.

The Centenary Convention was to be held at 
Rodbaston over three days.  Bob Fox designed a 
wooden plaque which was unveiled by Mrs. Davis.  
A honey pot was also made by school children in 
the Stafford area with 1876 – 1976 on it.  Chris was 
too ill to attend this year.

The Christmas party was held in October as Miss 
Dyott was going to move shortly into a smaller 
house.  We made a presentation of thanks to her.

I cannot recall many events of these years.  I 
again had a spell in hospital and had to rest for 
some time.  As my health returned I was able to 
accompany my cousin on holidays abroad and 
have many happy memories of these holidays.  
Chris and I were also able to go and stay with Chris 
Junior and his family.  When we were on these 
holidays a friend looked after the bees, Mary and 
Joan took care of the shop and greenhouse.

Chris was still judging at smaller shows and 
enjoyed this and when he was not judging he put in 
entries. 

In 1981 we looked forward to our Golden Wedding 
in May.  We held the committee meeting at our 
house in March.  Chris asked Mrs. Turner if should 
have a Garden Meeting on May 30th.  She asked 
me if I would like this and of course I liked the idea, 
if Chris was well enough to go.  We thought we 
would make it a memorable occasion and invite our 

family and friends in the Association.  We would 
look round the bees and then have refreshments.  
About 40 people attended and we looked at the 
bees, it was a sunny day and enjoyed Mrs. Turner’s 
tea.  Many people took photographs including 
one professional photographer and Mrs. Turner’s 
garden was a beautiful setting.

Everyone gathered round and John Whiston 
explained what we were celebrating and then to 
our surprise he presented to Chris and me a most 
beautiful “Sirius Art” glass goblet.  It was hand 
made with a queen bee engraved upon it and our 
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initials C.H.R. 30th May 1931 – 1981.  Mrs. Turner 
arranged for us to have Pelsall Church Hall for 
an evening meal.  She and four friends arranged 
all the food and other arrangements.  The four 
friends were Mr. and Mrs. Claridge and Mr. and 
Mrs. Wooton.  They had had bees from Chris years 
before and he had taught them how to look after 
them, and this was their thank you to him.  I made 
a two tier iced cake.  Alan Greatwood came and 
brought gold coloured orchids to adorn the cake, 
a spray for me which matched my dress and a 
buttonhole for Chris.  We looked very good.  Sixty 
four of us sat down to a grand table of food, set out 
amongst vases of flowers gathered from friends’ 
gardens.  A trolley was loaded with all kinds of 
home made sweets and of course, we had a glass 
of wine.   Our eldest son toasted our health in his 
jovial style, making us happy and proud to have all 
our family with us – two sons, their wives, and five 
teenage grandchildren.

The meal was followed by light entertainment 
including a film show of many events bringing back 
happy memories from many years ago.  We were 
overwhelmed with all that had been done for us to 
make the day one that we should never forget.

The rest of 1981 went by quietly, Chris found that 
his little walk to the greenhouse several times a 
day was just enough exercise.  He did manage one 
more service to the Association.  The judge invited 
to officiate at our Honey Show was unable to come 
so Chris gladly took over.

He was very tired in mind and body for a few days 
and said that he would never judge again, but 
was happy to have done his last judging for our 
Association.
We spent Christmas quietly at home because Chris 
was too tired to travel and I was not well, I had a 
hernia and had to rest.

Just before Easter I went into hospital for a hernia 
operation.  Joan and Mary and other friends 
promised to look after Chris.  I did not recover too 
quickly and Chris was worried to see me poorly.  
Chris told me to go to Wolverhampton to see a 
friend and fix up a holiday.  After enjoying that visit 
I called to see Bob and Ann Fox who gave me 
a lovely meal.  I remarked that I would be home 
later than my usual time of 6 o’clock, when the 
girls closed the shop.  Bob asked if I would like to 
ring Chris in case he was worried but I said not, 
because he would only think that I was enjoying 
myself and that it would do me good.  I had left 

home about 9.30a.m before the girls from the 
shop had arrived so I did not tell them where I 
was going, so no’one knew where I was.  Chris 
was asleep when I left, but got up later, visited 
his bees, made up syrup for his nucleus and left it 
to cool.  He went into the shop at 12 o’clock and 
told the girls that he was going into Walsall to buy 
some seeds for the greenhouse and would not be 
long.  Joan remarked how well he looked and to 
enjoy his shopping.  Several friends on the bus 
asked him how his was keeping and Chris replied 
that he was alright, it was all the other poor souls 
who could not get about that he felt sorry for.  They 
saw him safely off the bus.  He went into Boots the 
Chemists in the Sadler Centre, but before he could 
ask for his seeds, he dropped to the floor and was 
dead when the Dispensing Manager reached him.  
A few weeks later I spoke with the Dispenser and 
told him how grieved I was not to have been there 
at the end, after I had cared for him all through 
20 years of ill health.  He told me not to grieve 
because Chris was silent as he fell and I would not 
have been able to comfort him.

I returned home to find Jeffrey and his wife waiting 
to tell me the sad news and they stayed to comfort 
me.  I was deeply shocked, as he had been looking 
so well.  The evening before he died, Chris’s sister 
had been with us and with Mr. Lomas we all had 
a pleasant evening drinking coffee and eating 
my cakes.  They both told him he looked fine and 
Chris said that he hoped that when the end came 
it would be sudden, because he hated lying in bed, 
so he got his wish.  

As Mr. Lomas left he promised to do all he could for 
him to help Chris keep looking after his bees.

Chris was cremated on July 26th.  His friends came 
back home for refreshments.  He wished his ashes 
to be scattered over the fields at Walsall Wood 
where his bees had worked.   So some weeks later 
Christopher and I scattered his ashes over his 
mother and fathers’ grave in Stonnall churchyard, 
and some of them blew over his beloved fields.

A few days after the funeral Mr. Lomas came and 
collected all the hive and everything connected with 
them, even useless articles, I shall never forget him 
for his help.
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Chris’s dearest wish was to have a permanent 
Apiary for the Association.  His wish was granted 
when the Shugborugh Estate granted a small piece 
of land at the farm for this purpose

Invitations were sent out to our own and other 
Associations for the official opening of the apiary by 
Lord Lichfield, on September 3rd 1983.  

Lord and Lady Lichfield were there and Lord 
Lichfield unveiled a small plaque to Chris’s 
memory.  
A room in the farm outbuildings was given to be 
used as a beekeeping museum.  
In it were displayed pictures, some of Chris’s 
beekeeping equipment, wax and his judging 
medals.  
An observation hive was to be set up each season.

We retired to the Hall for refreshments.  I was 
overwhelmed by all of the effort that had been done 
by the Committee and all the members to make 
sure that Chris will always be remembered.

May you all love your bees as Chris loved his.

    Ruth Horton, 1992.

Shugborough apiary 
in 2013 with the 
plaque from 1983 
still in evidence 
on the perimeter 
fence...


