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April 2021

Apiary Newsletter...Apiary Newsletter...
Cake and framemaking in the sunshine 

South Staffordshire & District 
Beekeepers Association

Delicious banana cake, rum cake and cups of hot tea 
kept the cold out as a small ‘bubble’of club members set 
about making up brood frames. 
We have lots more frames to make up if you would like to 
practise your frame making skills. Look out for dates and 
times when this will happen and come along and join in.
The new frames are for use in the club hives and nuc 
boxes currently being made up for the coming season.
Even a local worker bee took time off from collecting 
pollen to try Dayna’s wonderful cake.

Shugborough apiary ready for action 
Shugborough apiary is newly mown and ready to 
welcome members back, if only in small groups for 
the time being.
If any members would like to join one of the three 
apiary teams and help with the bees please 
contact either Stuart Roberts, Trevor Smith or Alan 
Greenman for a preliminary chat.
The bees will be inspected on Mondays, Fridays and 
Saturdays for the time being (weather permitting). 
We hope to start meeting at the apiary on Saturday 
mornings when the government ‘roadmap’ allows.
Thanks to Howard Price for cutting the grass and 
making the apiary look so neat and tidy.

Founded in 1913
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Beginners Course Starts
The association last ran its popular beginners 
beekeeping course in 2019 but, after a one year layoff 
due to COVID, the course started up again on Tuesday 
20th April 2021.
The thirty people who have signed up to learn about 
beekeeping received their course packs recently by 
special delivery and are are now ready to attend the 
theory sessions which this time will be via Zoom instead 
of the traditional Wolseley Bridge venue.
The course which will run for six weeks starting at 
7.00pm each Tuesday evening includes presentations 
on the following subjects: An introduction to beekeeping, 
Honey bee biology, Hives types and equipment, 
Swarming and Pests and Diseases.
We have some additional speakers this year, with 
existing speakers Geoff Hopkinson, Stuart Roberts, 
Trevor Smith, Alan Greenman and Barry Crossly being 
joined by Jo Berriman, Dayna White and Julie Hamer 
who are making their debut on the speaker team.
As well as the traditional topics, this year we have 
added some new presentations including the 
beekeeping year, forage and products of the hive.

2021 committee voted in at Club AGM
The Annual General Meeting of the South 
Staffordshire & District Beekeepers Association 
was held on March 18th at 7.30 pm via Zoom.
The following officers and committee members 
were voted in to serve until March 2022.
 President - Stuart Roberts
 Chair - Alan Greenman
 Secretary - Ed Bennett
 Treasurer - Julie Hamer
 Membership Secretary - Claire George
 Educational Coordinator - Vacant  
 Apiary Coordinator - Trevor Smith
 Quartermaster - Dayna White 
           A H A T Coordinator - Clive Stewart
 H & S Coordinator - Russell Barlow
 Comms Lead - JoAnne Berriman
 Events Coordinator - vacant
We are still looking for members to join the 
committee so why not contact Alan Greenman or 
Stuart Roberts for an informal chat about what you 
could do to help the club. 

At the recent AGM, we received Barry’s last 
Treasurer’s report and thanked him for his time and 
efforts spent looking after the books.
Trevor  gave a update on the two club apiaries, 
Shugborough and Hilton Green, thanking the 
members who looked after the bees during 2020.
Stuart Roberts, our Club President, thanked a 
number of club members personaly including 
Howard Price for 
keeping the grass 
under control, the 
October ‘clean 
up’ crews, and 
especially Penny 
and Paul Twibill 
who were presented 
with a beautiful 
bouquet of seasonal 
flowers for all the 
hard work they 
have put in looking 
after the bees at 
Shugborough over 
the years. 

We hope that 
the beginners 
will enjoy the 
new improved 
course and that 
they will go on to 
enjoy keeping bees 
themselves in the 
future as much as we 
all do. 
So, we wish them 
all the best with their 
studying and look 
forward to seeing them for the practical 
bee handling sessions in the apiary on June 1st 2021.
Special thanks must go to Stuart Roberts for all the 
work he has put in to producing the beginners course 
over the last few years. 
He and his team have put together an excellent 
beekeeping course for new members of the association.
Thank you Stuart and your team.



3

 

To celebrate World Bee Day on the 20th May 2021, Stafford 
Bee Group, Burton, North Staffordshire, and South 

Staffordshire Beekeeping Associations are encouraging 
their members to not mow some of their lawns in May. 

Plantlife.org.uk has demonstrated the benefits to bees and 
the wildlife in our gardens by not mowing our lawns, which 
allows a diversity of wildflowers to grow.  Plantlife’s ‘Every 
Flower Counts’ survey found that 80% of lawns supported 
the equivalent of around 400 bees a day from the nectar 
produced by flowers such as dandelion, white clover and 

selfheal.  If you don’t mow part of your lawn, this figure can 
rise by 10-fold, supporting up to 4000 bees per day. 

So please join us celebrating World Bee Day in 
Staffordshire by not mowing a part of your lawn in May. 

We would love to hear how you get on and see the results 

For more information on the benefits of not cutting your 
lawn, go to Plantlife.org.uk No Mow May: how to get ten 

times more bees on your lockdown lawn and BBKA 
Gardening for Bees 

 

World Bee Day 
“No Mow in May” 
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‘My Apiary’ 

In the SPOTLIGHT

Club Chair
Alan Greenman

Q1. How long have you been a beekeeper?
   A. Since 2011, the year before I retired.
Q2. Why did you become a beekeeper?
   A. My grandad kept bees and when I stayed 
over at his house, I would sleep in the room where 
he kept his honey and beekeeping equipment. It 
seemed only natural that I would be a beekeeper.
Q3. What is your favourite bit of beekeeping kit?
   A. A very old penknife that used to belong to my 
grandad and was part of his kit. It is well worn!
Q4. How many bee suits do you have?
   A. I currently own three full suits and two jackets.
Q5. What is your proudest beekeeping moment?
   A. Queen rearing using the grafting method and 
getting the subsequent queen through winter in an 
apidea. It was my strongest colony that year.
Q6. Do you have a favourite pair of socks?
   A. Yes, they are an old pair of long blue and grey 
motorcycle socks and they are very comfortable in 
wellies for long periods. 
Q7. Who is your beekeeping hero or heroine?
   A. Clive de Bruyn - he stayed over with me a few 
years back and we talked bees all evening...
Q8. What beekeeping disasters have you had?
   A. Dropped queens, put boxes back in the wrong 
order and tripped over my smoker amongst others.
Q9. Which aspect of beekeeping do you like best?
   A. Obviously watching the bees as well as talking 
to other beekeepers.
Q10. What is your least favourite beekeeping job?
   A. Cleaning the wax off queen excluders!
Q11. If you didn’t keep bees, would you be a 
campanologist or a morris dancer?
   A. A campanologist

Each issue we will be asking the same 
questions of our committee members.  
We will be putting them in the spotlight, 
for your pleasure, so to speak. 
The questions have been devised by a 
secret beekeeper to find out as much as 
possible about the person...

                 ... ‘in the spotlight’.

Q12. What would be your best bit of beekeeping 
advice?
   A. Be patient, trust in the bees
Q13. What would your last meal be?
   A. Sweet pancakes with runny honey and fresh 
lemon juice.
Q14. What is your favourite bit of a bee?
   A. Its antenae
Q15. When you think about your bees, what makes 
you smile?
   A. Seeing them arriving back at the hive with legs 
full of pollen of all colours.
Q16. Do you like honey?
   A. Yes, of course I do, yummy!
Q17. What annoys you about bees (apart from the 
stings)?
   A. When you go to great pains to get a swarm out 
of a bush in to a box and they all come out and go 
back in the bush because you havn’t got the queen
Q18. Do you talk to your bees?
   A. Yes, I tell them how I feel and what I would 
really like them to do. 
Q19. How often are you asked to stop talking about 
bees?
   A. Mmm, yes, it does happen...
Q20. Do you prefer sweet or savoury nibbles?
   A. Savoury please.
Q21. What other interests do you have besides 
beekeeping?
   A. Motorcycling and cooking.
Q22. Who would you like to inspect a hive with?
   A. Bill Turnbull.
Q23. What sums up your attitude to bees and 
beekeeping?
   A. I find beekeeping both frustrating and 
enjoyable yet compelling and at times very 
relaxing, but above all it is great fun.
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‘My Apiary’ 

A big thank you to Stafford Bee Group for their recent winter 
lecture programme. The excellent talks were always interesting, 
varied and topical.

Although Stafford Bee Group’s programme of lectures on 
beekeeping as has come to an end for now it will be up and 
running again later in the year.  
If you want to know more, head over to the Stafford Bee Group 
website: staffordbeegroup.org to see the latest information.

Thank you to Stafford Bee Group

Pollen Colour Chart
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Old hIve looking for new home

Can you Find the Queen
In the February edition of the newsletter our 
resourceful queen was enjoying the early spring 
sunshine in Phill’s apiary in the picture bottom of 
page 4. She is to the left hand side next to the 
hive (see below). But where is our queen this 
month? 
Have a good 
look round the 
Newsletter and 
see if you can spot 
where she is hiding 
this month.

Ambrosia for sale
The Association is still able to offer members 
Ambrosia Syrup and Fondant for sale. 
Dont let your bees go with out food. Order now 
for collection by arrangement.
Please place your orders with Dayna White, 
Quartermaster either via mobile: 07710 182468  
or email: dayna.white@virgin.net 
   

Ambrosia is a ready mixed, high energy 
combination of sucrose, glucose and fructose, 
Ambrosia syrup and fondant bee food helps 
bee colonies to survive winter food shortages 
by mimicking the food that bees find in their 
natural environment. 
With the sugar in Ambrosia being very 
concentrated, it does not ‘go off’ and the high 
fructose content of the product ensures that it 
will not crystallise. 

Tub of Ambrosia Syrup - 12.5kg 

Ambrosia Fondant - 
1 box of 5 x 2.5kg  packs     

£15

£15

Out-apiary site, Wolverhampton

I have an old hive I acquired some years ago 
which takes the wider frames - I think it is a 
Commercial, the frames are 16” x 10”. If someone 
would like this, together with some frames, please 
get in touch with me.
The hive is made up of 1 brood box, wire floor and 
entrance block, with roof. There are 9 commercial 
deep standard frames with foundation, hardly 
used, and 12 empty commercial deep frames. The 
hive has hardly been used for some time, but the 
frames with foundation were bought more recently. 
This can be collected free of charge from Kings 
Bromley (a donation could be given to Bees for 
Development).
Email address: alisonhow8@btinternet.com, 
mobile telephone no. 07983 289377. 
Many thanks Alison Howard.

Our company name and address is:
Peter Maddox & Associates, Regent House, Bath 
Avenue, Wolverhampton, WV1 4EG  (opposite the 
car park to WVActive Central Swimming Baths).
Our Managing Director is offering the roof top 
of our office building, located on the outskirts of 
Wolverhampton, to a beekeeper who would like to 
use it to install and maintain his beehives.
Access to the roof area would not be restricted to 
office hours, however, the building is locked by our 
security between approximately 9 pm - 7 am each 
night and 9.30 pm – 8.30 am over the weekend.
Could you please telephone me on: 01902 810001 
if you are interested in using the space as an out 
apiary.
You are of course welcome to come and view the 
location in order to assess whether it would be 
suitable.
Regards Gail Small
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If you have any stories, pictures or information 
that you would like included in the newsletter, or if 
you have items for sale or wish to comment on the 
content of previous newsletters, please send to:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com and make 
the subject “Item for the newsletter”. 

Items for the newsletter SS&DBKA Links
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/SSBKA 
Website:
http://southstaffsbeekeepers.com 
E-Mail:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com

February / March / April
2nd Thursday - Novice beekeepers Zoom meet - 7.00pm
3rd Thursday - Improver beekeepers Zoom meet - 7.00pm
4th Thursday - Experienced beekeepers Zoom meet - 7.00pm

April
20th - Begineers lecture 1 via Zoom at 7.00pm
24th - BBKA module examinations being held
27th - Begineers lecture 2 via Zoom at 7.00pm

May
 4th - Begineers lecture 3 via Zoom at 7.00pm
11th - Begineers lecture 4 via Zoom at 7.00pm
18th - Begineers lecture 5 via Zoom at 7.00pm
25th - Begineers lecture 6 via Zoom at 7.00pm

June 
1st - Beginners practical sessions commence  
       at the apiary (more information to follow)

 

  Diary Dates - 2021

‘My Apiary’  - Steve Gibbins
Last summer Barry Crossley made the 
great suggestion that we show each 
other pictures of our hives and apiaries 
in the Newsletter. In the July 2020 
edition we featured some members’ 
apiaries. 
We have had lots of enthusiastic 
comments from members wanting to 
see more views of apiaries and the sort 
of places we keep our bees.
So as we all love to see how the other 
half keep their bees here is another 
members’ apiary for you to admire. 
Thanks to new club member, Steve 
Gibbins, for sharing his apiary with 
us. Steve says that this was during a 
time of high water and that it does not 
normally look like this. He adds that the 
bees don’t appear to be affected by it.
Note the handy storage locker that he 
stores his spare equipment and tools 
in. 
So come on, why not join in and share 
a photograph of your hives or apiary 
with your fellow beekeepers? 
Send your apiary images to 
agreenman219@ gmail.com for 
inclusion in the next newsletter.


