
1

June 2021

Apiary Newsletter...Apiary Newsletter...

South Staffordshire & District 
Beekeepers Association

This year’s intake of new beekeepers had 
completed their six weeks theory sessions via 
Zoom and were ready to get to grips with the 
practical aspects of beekeeping by meeting the 
bees for the first time at Shugborough.
Because of Covid-19 we could only have a 
maximum of 30 people gathering together at the 
same time.
So the new beekeepers were split into a Tuesday 
evening group and a Saturday morning group.
This still allowed for a support team of tutors and 
helpers to be in attendance on both days.
June 1st was the first time that anybody other than 
the small apiary work group teams had attended 
the Shugborough apiary since late 2019. 
We set up a makeshift camp of chairs on the small 
car park at the entrance to the apiary so that our 
new beekeepers could change into their bee suits 
and listen to the safety information and get their 
first try at lighting smokers.

New beekeepers start practical sessions 
Founded in 1913

Tuesday 1st June group

Saturday 5th June group

It was a bit chaotic at times 
as we adapted to the new 
working conditions but 
everybody got stuck in.
The following Saturday we met up with the other 
group of beginners but this time we were a bit 
more organised and had more chairs thanks to Phil 

who collected them from our Hilton 
Green apiary.
Thank you to all the new 
beekeepers for bearing with us 
and a big thank you to the club 
members who supported and 
continue to support our new 
beekeepers.
The beginner practical sessions 
continue on Tuesdays and 
Saturdays for the next few weeks.
Given that we can meet together 
in bigger groups, the apiary will 
then be open to all members on 
Saturday mornings until the end of 
the season.

In the SPOTLIGHT special edition 
   - see pages 4 & 6 to see who it is...?
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My  ‘No Mow May’  Lawn
You ‘may’ recall that in the last Newsletter we 
asked you not to mow your lawn during May 2021 
to celebrate World Bee Day which fell on May 20th 
2021.
Not mowing your lawn allows a diversity of wild 
flowers to grow, like dandelion and white clover.
This benefits all pollinating insects including honey 
bees who gather the nectar and pollen.
Below you can see how some of our club members 
lawns looked when they were not 
mowed for a month or probably 

longer in most cases as the weather was so cold 
and wet at the time.
The top row shows Alan’s, Stuart’s and Jo’s lawns 
after weeks of being left to their own devices. 
Stuart finally resorted to cutting paths in the grass 
so he could get around his garden.
The photograph at the bottom of the page shows 
an area of Kate and Charles’ garden that was left 
to grow as it liked. I think that you will agree that it 

looks very pretty and not at all like 
some of the others. Have you got 
a picture of your lawn to show us?
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On Sunday May 16th, on a day of light rain with 
clear intervals and a few minutes after leaving to 
walk the short distance home, Jannice who had 
been trimming my beard phoned to report a swarm 
on the outside of my boundary fence, which runs 
alongside the pavement of a side road. 
Showing considerable initiative, she also took a 
photograph of the swarm.
Being helpless in such a situation, I rang Stuart  
who arrived in rapid time and quickly brushed the 
swarm into a nucleus box and was away, even 
declining the offer of a beer, leaving me to ponder 
on the sequence of events. 
The following morning at 7.30 a.m. the four 
colonies in the back garden were checked by 
Stuart and pronounced to be queen right, so they 
weren’t the culprits.
Jannice would claim that there was no swarm on 
the fence when she walked past the first time, 
when the usual light rain had come to an end. 
Thirty five minutes later, the swarm was on the 
fence and one hour later, the rain was teeming 
down.

Geoff gets a Mystery Swarm...

There are no beekeepers in the vicinity and one 
would not expect bees to be swarming within the 
weather pattern at that time. A mystery indeed.
One can only speculate what might 
have been the possible outcome 
when children and mothers would 
have been within touching distance 
of the of the swarm when walking 
to Primary school the following 
morning...                                GH

The ‘Cone Swarm’ story

It all started during a beginners Saturday morning 
session at Shugborough whilst we were talking to 
members about swarm management.
Somebody said, ‘there are a lot of bees in the air, 
is it a swarm?’ No, we all said together, it isn’t our 
bees.
But of course it was and eagle-eyed Jo noticed that 
they were very interested in a cone on one of the 
fence posts nearby.

So after the session was finished we went to 
investigate, sure enough there they all were neatly 
tucked up inside the cone where we couldn’t see 
them. Somebody commented that they weren’t in 
the cone but Jo was adamant that she had seen 
them go in. Jo was right and a sharp tap of the 
cone on a nuc box transferred them swiftly to their 
new home, queen and all. 
A few weeks later and they are building up nicely 
so no need to ‘cone off’ the area after all! 
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In the SPOTLIGHT

Club Secretary
      Ed Bennett

Q1. How long have you been a beekeeper?
   A. Since August 2019, just over a year.
Q2. Why did you become a beekeeper?
   A. At SS&DBKA: After attending the club’s 
Honeybee Experience Day in June ’18, I knew 
beekeeping was for me and enrolled in the 2019 
Beginners Beekeeping Course; 6 weeks evening 
lectures, followed by 6 weekend apiary sessions, 
where I learnt how to handle the bees, passed 
quickly. I bought a nucleus of bees from the club. 
Bringing the bees to my apiary is when it became 
real.
Q3. What is your favourite bit of beekeeping kit?
   A. My J-Type hive tool.
Q4. How many bee suits do you have?
   A. Two: My first was a lightweight khaki suit 
from Simon the Beekeeper. I later bought a mesh 
breathable bee suit at the 2019 National Honey 
Show.
Q5. What is your proudest beekeeping moment?
   A. Being elected to be the club’s secretary in 
2020.
Q6. Do you have a favourite pair of socks?
   A. Yes. Thin horizontal stripes in pink and blue.
Q7. Who is your beekeeping hero or heroine?
   A. I don’t have one yet – but everyone whom I’ve 
met so far or listened to in beekeeping has been 
genuinely fun, easy going and interesting; there are 
many characters with the potential.
Q8. What beekeeping disasters have you had?
   A. After successfully overwintering my first 
nucleus, in the spring something didn’t seem right. 
Knowledge gained from my course helped me to 
quickly diagnose that I had laying workers. All was 
not lost though, the club put me in touch with a 
kindly beekeeper who sold me a new colony and 
delivered it quickly despite the covid pandemic.

Each issue we will be asking the same 
questions of our committee members.  
We will be putting them in the spotlight, 
for your pleasure, so to speak. 
The questions have been devised by a 
secret beekeeper to find out as much as 
possible about the person...

                 ... ‘in the spotlight’.

Q12. What would be your best bit of beekeeping 
advice?
   A. As I’ve just started out, I’d say if you’re 
interested give it a go. I wish I had started earlier. 
Don’t be afraid to ask questions as there’s lots to 
learn.
Q13. What would your last meal be?
   A. A Thai red curry, with some wok fried greens 
and an ice-cold beer.
Q14. What is your favourite bit of a bee?
   A. I like the really hairy bits on the head, eyes 
and thorax.
Q15. When you think about your bees, what makes 
you smile?
   A. The buzz of the bees and the smell of wax.
Q16. Do you like honey?
   A. Yes, especially set honey on a nice slice of 
fresh white bread, or drizzled over a bowl of yogurt.
Q17. What annoys you about bees (apart from the 
stings)?
   A. Nothing, it’s not the bees, it’s the weather!
Q18. Do you talk to your bees?
   A. Doesn’t every beekeeper? 

Q9. Which aspect of beekeeping do you like best?
   A. I really like the variety and diversity of areas 
related to beekeeping and feeling more in touch 
with the weather and seasons.
Q10. What is your least favourite beekeeping job?
   A. I don’t really like smoking or shaking bees to 
conduct disease inspections.
Q11. If you didn’t keep bees, would you be a 
campanologist or a Morris dancer?
   A. Probably not. If I wanted to do either I’d be 
doing it!

Continued on next page...
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Swarms - Tell us your stories? 

Q19. How often are you asked to stop talking about 
bees?
   A. No-one’s asked me to yet; it’s either early 
days, or I’m just talking to the right people.
Q20. Do you prefer sweet or savoury nibbles?
   A. Savoury although once they’ve gone, I’ll also 
eat all the sweets!
Q21. What other interests do you have besides 
beekeeping?
   A. Casual running, fishkeeping, watching 
YouTube: Sailing La Vagabonde, currently Hannah 
in Japan, and Tucker Gott: Paramotoring – plus too 
many beekeeping channels to mention.

Q22. Who would you like to inspect a hive with?
   A. I often inspect my hive with my best friend 
(Jess, my wife).
Q23. What sums up your attitude to bees and 
beekeeping?
   A. It’s the best pastime I’ve ever taken up, bees 
and the beekeepers are the best!

Keith Thompson asks the question: 
‘How do you remove a swarm of bees 
from a building?’
..and the answer according to Keith is: 
‘With a boomloader and a bee vac’.
NB: The bees are located at the top right 
hand corner of the open window.

Kate and Charles were called by a worried motorist in Stafford 
recently. ‘There are bees all over my bonnet’ said the car owner.
By the time our intrepid beekeepers had arrived at the scene, the 
bees had settled and were admiring themselves in the door mirror.
Charles noticed a larger group of bees hanging under the mirror 
and thought, ah ha, the queen might just be in there.
With Kate holding the box he slowly gathered as many bees as 
he could in his hands and deposited them in to the nuc, and sure enough the remaining bees joined the 
queen in their new home. Result, one happy motorist and two very satisfied bee rescuers. The End

We have featured a number of swarm stories this month.
If you have a swarm story and pictures to go with it send them 
to us and we will share them in the newsletter. 
Every swarm is different and needs a different technique to 
collect safely and successfully.
So tell us your story and help other beekeepers to learn from 
your experiences.
The club is putting together a swarm policy with information 
on how to get on the swarm list in your area (coming soon).

Kate and Jo with the 
huge swarm that they 
collected from the clean 
store on 14th June. 
The bees had already 
picked their hive and 
were making comb!
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Q1. How long have you been a beekeeper? 
A. I have been keeping bees since 2009 – so this 
is my 12th season. 
Q2. Why did you become a beekeeper? 
A. I have always been fascinated by bees. My 
mother would take us on day trips to Cannon Hill 
Park in Birmingham. Just down the road by the 
Pebble Mill was a ‘zoo’ which had an observation 
hive by the entrance. I thought that this was the 
best bit of the visit and always liked the idea of 
keeping bees myself. 30-odd years later I saw an 
item on the news about declining bees and googled 
beekeeping associations and found out that I was 
15 minutes away from my local one. The rest is 
history. 
Q3. What is your favourite bit of beekeeping kit? 
A. I don’t have a favourite bit of beekeeping kit. 
Although, I have wellies that I can zip up tight. I 
have had a few instances where bees have gone 
down my wellies and it’s not nice. So being able to 
zip up your wellies tight around your calf is a nice 
thing to have. 
Q4. How many bee suits do you have? 
A. I have 3 sets of beekeeping kit that I use but I 
prefer the separate trousers and jacket to the all in 
one suit. I just find it more comfortable. I also have 
a Scarlet sized children’s suit. 
Q5. What is your proudest beekeeping moment? 
A. My proudest beekeeping moment is achieving 
the BBKA Master Beekeeper certificate. It took me 
a long time and was a lot of work but it definitely 
made me a better beekeeper studying for it. 
Q6. Do you have a favourite pair of socks?
A. I don’t have favourite socks. 

Q7. Who is your beekeeping hero or heroine? 
A. My beekeeping hero. I have lots and too 
many to mention. Obviously Geoff Hopkinson 
B.E.M. N.D.B has been a massive influence on 
me. I really admire people like Tom Seeley, Mark 
Winston, David Tarpy and Robert E. Page Jnr. 
However, if there was one beekeeper that I could 
be like it would be Marin Anastasov. He is very 
knowledgeable about every aspect of bees and 
beekeeping. He is also highly skilled and to watch 
him handle bees is a delight. 
Q8. What beekeeping disasters have you had? 
A. I think the worst disaster I had is when I made 
up a really strong nuc and moved to another apiary. 
I left the strap in place and it covered the entrance. 
When I realised it was too late and all of the bees 
were dead. It was horrible and I haven’t repeated 
that. 
Q9. Which aspect of beekeeping do you like best?
 A. The aspect of beekeeping that I like best is 
creating new colonies. Making up nucs and adding 
new queens or queen cells and then inspecting 
them a week or two later to see eggs in beautiful 
new comb. 
Q10. What is your least favourite beekeeping job? 
A. My least favourite beekeeping job is cleaning 
dirty equipment. It seems never ending. I don’t 
usually recycle frames I usually burn them. 
However, I have a massive pile of frames that need 
boiling and scraping – I’ll probably end up burning 
them. 
Q11. If you didn’t keep bees, would you be a 
campanologist or a Morris dancer?
A. No ! 
Q12. What would be your best bit of beekeeping 
advice?
A. Best beekeeping advice. Geoff would say ‘Keep 
your bees alive, dead bees gather no honey’. 
However, I think that is taken as read and I’d say 
“never miss the opportunity to mark a queen”. If 
you think to yourself “I’ll mark her next time” then 9 
times out of 10 you will be in desperate need to find 
her before she is marked. 
Q13. What would your last meal be? 
A. My last meal would be a curry with a hot 
buttered naan and onion bhajis. 

In the SPOTLIGHT

Club President
      Stuart Roberts

Continued on next page...
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Q14. What is your favourite bit of a bee?
A. My favourite bit of a bee is the antenna cleaner. 
It is so clever. 

Q15. When you think about your bees, what makes 
you smile? 
A. Successful queen rearing makes me smile. 
Heavy supers make me smile. Pollen going in the 
hive makes me smile. Eggs in cells make me smile. 
There is not a lot about beekeeping that doesn’t 
make me smile other than disease.  
Q16. Do you like honey?
A. I love honey. Especially on Greek yoghurt with 
some chopped nuts. 
Q17. What annoys you about bees (apart from the 
stings)?
A. The thing that annoys me about bees is that the 
more I learn the less I realise I know about bees. 
The other thing that annoys me about bees is that 
they make me feel very mortal. I now notice the 
passing seasons much more and I’m very aware 
that I may only have 30 beekeeping seasons left (if 
I’m very lucky). 
Q18. Do you talk to your bees?
A. I talk to the bees all of the time. I’m usually 
asking them to come out of the way or I’m 
apologising for being clumsy. 
Q19. How often are you asked to stop talking about 
bees?
A. I’m past volunteering information about the bees 
– people ask me and I respond but usually my 
answer is ‘it depends’. 
Q20. Do you prefer sweet or savoury nibbles?
A. What does ‘or’ mean? I like savoury but I have a 
real sweet tooth. Have you tried my fudge? 

Q21. What other interests do you have besides 
beekeeping?
A. Other interests.....I work full time for Jaguar 
Land Rover in vehicle efficiency research based 
out of (home currently) Warwick University. I am 
a qualified World Snooker coach and have my 
own full size snooker table. I enjoy walking (in the 
sunshine) (to the pub) and I enjoy good food 
and drink. The link to beekeeping is cake ! 
Q22. Who would you like to inspect a hive with?
A. I’d like to inspect a hive with Angelina Jolie – did 
you see the video she did for World Bee Day ? 
Q23. What sums up your attitude to bees and 
beekeeping?
A. My attitude to beekeeping is .... I learn 
something new every time I open a hive. 
Observation is the key. Look, look and look again. 
People say ‘I can’t find the queen’ or a ‘I can’t see 
eggs’ – it is just practice looking in the right way. 
Looking is the key. We spend ages getting to the 
apiary and then ages getting ready, putting your 
kit on and lighting the smoker and then we give a 
cursory glance at the bees.  
We need to be looking longer and better. 

Apiary life in pictures
Our Hilton Green Apiary 
looking very busy in the 
June sunshine. 
Thank you to all the club 
members who look after 
the bees on this site.

Due to a lack of forage 
we were feeding bees 
at Shugborough in 
late May mainly due 
to a month of cold wet 
weather. We hope you 
kept your bees fed too.

The old club marquee 
is being errected again 
at Shugborough after 
being in storage for 
more than 18 months. 
But the question is, 
where are we putting it?
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We come second...

Garden Party at ‘The Mount’

Can you find the Queen
In the April edition of the newsletter our 
overwintered queen was enjoying the flower 
bouquet at Paul and Penny’s in the picture top 
right of page 2.  
But with laying to do as the new season is in full 
swing, where is our queen this month? 
Have a good look 
round the Newsletter 
and see if you can 
spot where she is 
hanging out.

Ambrosia for sale
The Association is still able to offer members 
Ambrosia Syrup and Fondant for sale. 
Dont let your bees go with out food. Order now 
for collection by arrangement.
Please place your orders with Dayna White, 
Quartermaster either via mobile: 07710 182468  
or email: dayna.white@virgin.net 

Tub of Ambrosia Syrup - 12.5kg 

Ambrosia Fondant - 
1 box of 5 x 2.5kg  packs     

£15
£15

‘The Mount’, Cresswell, Stafford, ST189QS.
Please come along and have a wander round the 
beautiful garden, perhaps buy some plants and 
definitely eat some cake.
All proceeds go to The Katherine House Hospice.   
Tickets are £5 per person which entitles you to a 
piece of cake and all seating is undercover.
Due to continuation of lockdown, we will open from 
Monday 12th July to Sunday 18th July.  
Session times are 10.00 - 12 noon, 1.00pm to 
3.00pm and 3.00pm - 5.00pm. We just ask you to 
book your day and time slot in advance. 
For more information and the latest on the event, 
please phone Chris Williams on: 07775606834 or 
email r.cwilliams@icloud.com

Nucs of bees for sale
I have a few nucs for sale again if anyone is after 
one, national and 14x12. All with home bred 
queens. £120 for a national or £140 for a 14x12 to 
SSBKA members. 
For more information or to buy a nuc 
ring John on: 07413 755476

At the BBKA online bee quiz held as part of 
the online Spring Convention, the Club team of 
Stuart, Jo and Marie came second to Warwick 
and Leamington beating North Shropshire into 3rd 
place. Well done team, an excellent effort.
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If you have any stories, pictures or information 
that you would like included in the newsletter, or if 
you have items for sale or wish to comment on the 
content of previous newsletters, please send to:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com and make 
the subject “Item for the newsletter”. 

Items for the newsletter SS&DBKA Links
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/SSBKA 
Website:
http://southstaffsbeekeepers.com 
E-Mail:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com

Monthly
2nd Thursday - Novice beekeepers Zoom meet - 7.00pm
3rd Thursday - Improver beekeepers Zoom meet - 7.00pm
4th Thursday - Experienced beekeepers Zoom meet - 7.00pm

  Diary Dates - 2021

‘My Apiary’  - Dave Rawsthorne
Last summer Barry Crossley made the great 
suggestion that we show each other pictures of our 
hives and apiaries in the Newsletter and we have 
featured some members’ apiaries in subsequent 
editions. 
We have had lots of enthusiastic comments from 
members wanting to see more views of apiaries 
and the sort of places we keep our bees.
So as we all love to see how the other half keep 
their bees here is another members’ apiary for you 
to admire. 
Thanks to long time club member David 
Rawsthorne, for sharing his apiary with us. 
Dave’s hives are formed into an ark in a beautiful 
location at the edge of a wooded area. 

The hives are part of a research project into bee 
behaviour and some have had sensors fitted to 
provide information on temperature and how many 
times the bees leave and return to the hive when 
foraging. 
All very interesting and we will reveal more about 
the research and its findings in a future edition of 
the Newsletter.
Want to share a photograph of your hives or apiary 
with your fellow beekeepers? 
Send your apiary images to agreenman219@ 
gmail.com for inclusion in the next newsletter.


