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2022 Beginners Course starts...  

A new intake of beginner beekeepers 
started their six week course at the club 
apiary on Saturday 21st May.
This new course for 2022 builds on the 
Honey Bee Experience Day (HBED) and 
provides a comprehensive beekeeping 
experience with practical and theory 
sessions for fifteen people at a time.
So day one and it was straight into the 
hives with each group of 3 beginners 
being shown how it is done by a lead 
beekeeper. 
There is no shortage of takers and a 
second six week course is planned to 
start on July 23rd 2022.
Our Education Coordinators, Trevor 
Smith and Wendy Woodward, pulled the 
new course together during the winter 
months and we are very happy with the 
outcome. 
As you can see from the picture above, 
there is plenty of room in the new apiary 
to accommodate the beginners alongside 
regular club members carrying out 
routine hive inspections.
Chris and Alan, our Apiary Coordinators 
encouraged the apiary leads and club 

The 2022 beginners join the regulars at Shugborough

Penny gets her beginner group 
up close with the bees...

Hive 18 gets its weekly inspection

members to put a lot of 
time and effort into getting 
the apiary and the bees 
ready for the beginners 
course, and it really shows.
It is amazing what can be 
acheived when everybody 
pulls together.
The addition of the new 
marquee gives plenty 
of undercover space 
for teaching as well as 
changing facilities and 
somewhere to sit for tea 
and cake.
So why don’t you come 
along and join us to brush 
up on your beekeeping 
skills on either a Saturday 
morning from 10.00 am or 
a Thursday evening from 
7.00 pm.
Look out for club emails or 
visit the website for more 
information on upcoming 
events.
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New Apiary - Grand Opening Ceremony  

Saturday April 23 was the day of the ‘Grand 
Opening’ of the new Paddock apiary on the 
Kennels site at Shugborough.
There was a pretty bee showing us the way in and 
balloons and bunting galore.
The kettle was on and there were flowers by the 
guest book as members laid out sumptious cakes and 
fired up the barbeque ready to go.
It was a real party atmosphere as our new President, 
Alan Greenman, did the honours by cutting the apiary 
ribbon which was festooned with bees made out of 
egg cartons by Elizabeth and Nancy Bennett (our 
youngest beekeepers by far).
Alan gave a short speech and declared the new 
apiary well and truly open for business.
Charles Davies had very kindly repaired the plaque 
from the old apiary celebrating the original opening of 
an apiary at Shugborough on 3rd September 1983 by 
Lord Lichfield.
This plaque is now proudly on display at the apiary - 
have a look at it next time you are there.
Everybody was happy, there were lots of thank yous 
and sighs of relief that it had all turned out ok.

   Oh, yes...  and 
a really good time 
    was had by all
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Honey Bee Experience Day - May 15th  

Meet Brian Harvey - our marquee wrangler  

Thanks go to Brian Harvey for supervising the assembly of the new marquee.
Brian is an old hand at erecting marquees and we would be lost without him. He just knows how 
they go together even without the instructions!
He also swopped out old for new panels on our old marquee to enable it to have a second life as 
Trevor’s classroom for the beginners’ theory lessons. Thank you Brian, good job well done.

The new apiary welcomed its first group of eleven guests on 
Sunday May 15th. They had come to see the bees as part of the 
Honey Bee Experience Day (HBED).
The bee taster day runs for four hours and starts with a slide talk. 
Dayna White told them what sort of creatures bees were, how 
important the queen was, how bees communicate and how they 
work together to make a strong colony, produce honey and also 
how they swarmed in the spring to reproduce and make a new 
colony of bees. Beekeeping equipment and the cost of keeping 
bees was also discussed.
After lunch they were kitted up and made bee proof for a trip into 
the apiary to see inside the hives. There were gasps of “Wow!” as 
they saw bees up close for the first time.
Cake, a cup of tea and questions took up the rest of the afternoon 
and they went away to ponder whether life as a beekeeper was for 
them. Thanks to Dayna, Chris, Alan, Phil, Rosie, Trevor and Claire  
for all their help on the day                                                       AG
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In the SPOTLIGHT

Committee Member

Each issue we will be asking the same 
questions of our committee members.  
We will be putting them in the spotlight, 
for your pleasure, so to speak. 
The questions have been devised by a 
secret beekeeper to find out as much as 
possible about the person...

                 ... ‘in the spotlight’.

Q1. How long have you been a beekeeper?
   A. I have been a beekeeper for four years.
Q2. Why did you become a beekeeper?
   A. A swarm arrived in my back garden, I was 
invited to keep it.
Q3. What is your favourite bit of beekeeping kit?
   A. My Gas Vap oxalic vapour tool for 
administering varroa treatment.
Q4. How many bee suits do you have?
   A. I have four full bee suits from B J Sheriff and 
a half suit from Simon the Beekeeper. I have two 
suits for sale at the moment.
Q5. What is your proudest beekeeping moment?
   A. Overcoming two hives of very aggressive but 
productive bees.
Q6. Do you have a favourite pair of socks?
   A. No....
Q7. Who is your beekeeping hero or heroine?
   A. I have had lots of help at SS&DBKA over the 
years but it is hard to say anyone specific....
Q8. What beekeeping disasters have you had?
   A. Losing my two hives in my second year. 
I would have given up without the help that I 
received from club members.
Q9. Which aspect of beekeeping do you like best?
   A. The enthusiasm of the people who buy our 
honey.
Q10. What is your least favourite beekeeping job?
   A. Cleaning up after extracting honey, it just gets 
everywhere.
Q11. If you didn’t keep bees, would you be a 
campanologist or a Morris dancer?
   A. Not a chance, you can not be serious....

Q12. What would be your best bit of beekeeping 
advice?
   A. If you suspect that you have a problem during 
hive inspection and not sure what to do, close up 
the hive and get some advice before proceeding.
Q13. What would your last meal be?
   A. ‘A road smash’, Fire Brigade speak for a big 
breakfast with everything on it.
Q14. What is your favourite bit of a bee?
   A. The antenna, very clever these bees.
Q15. When you think about your bees, what makes 
you smile?
   A. Well, it depends, I mean, you never stop 
learning and they are great to watch, try it.
Q16. Do you like honey?
   A. Yes, on my brown toast and on porridge.
Q17. What annoys you about working with bees, 
apart from the stings?
   A. Not a lot, stings don’t bother me either, but 
head and face always covered.
Q18. Do you talk to your bees?
   A. Yes, of course, say sorry too sometimes.
Q19. Are you asked to stop talking about bees?
   A. Not often, I always invite people to tell me 
when I have gone on long enough.
Q20. Do you prefer sweet or savoury nibbles?
   A. Savoury, partial to Bombay mix or similar.
Q21. What other interests do you have besides 
beekeeping?
   A. STH at the Hawthornes. West Bromich Albion 
FC. Someone has to, Karen too.
Q22. Who would you like to inspect a hive with?
   A. Mmm, David Beckham, nice trip to Miami, 
Florida.
Q23. What sums up your attitude to bees and 
beekeeping?
   A. Treat them as you wish to be treated yourself.

     Phil Atkin
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AGM brings fresh faces to the club committee
The Club AGM in March 2022 saw some 
changes to  the committee. Stuart Roberts and 
Alan Greenman stood down from their roles as 
President and Chair after completing three years 
in the job. Alan was voted in as President and 
Claire George who was formerly the membership 
secretary was voted in as the next Chair.
Trevor Smith and Wendy Woodward were voted on 
to committee as Education Coordinators replacing 
Stuart Roberts who had held the post for the 
previous three years.
On behalf of the committee, I would like to say 
a very big thank you to Stuart Roberts for all the 
work he did as Club President and specifically for 
organising and running the beginners group for the 
last six years, especially during the COVID crisis. 
Stuart has been an inspiration to us all and will be 
a hard act to follow. Thank you Stuart. 

The new committee now looks like this:
President: Alan Greenman
Chair: Claire George
Secretary: Ed Bennett
Treasurer: Julie Hamer
Education: Wendy woodward and Trevor Smith
Apiary: Chris and Alan Brewin
Quartermistress: Dayna White
Membership Secretary: Chris Shaw
Communications: Jo Berriman
Events coordinator: Phil Atkin
AHAT coordinator: Clive Stewart

New Chair, Claire George, welcomed the new 
committee members saying that she was looking 
forward to a bright future for the club in 2022 and 
beyond. 
Presentation of certificates: All the club members 
in the photograph below either earned their basic 
assessment or passed a BBKA module exam 
during 2021. Well done to you all.
The AGM concluded with a 
keynote talk by Hayley Mival 
and Caroline Beacall from the 
National Trust at Shugborough 
who told us about the Trust’s 
exiting plans for the Shugborough Estate and how 
the association would be part of that future. 

 
A big thank you to Phil Atkin for taking all the 

photographs on this page. AG

Congratulations to Jess Bennett, Ed Bennett, Russell Barlow, Chris Brewin, Alan Brewin, Ben Bowen, Jan 
Horstink, Jo Berriman, Wendy Woodward and Trevor Smith who all received BBKA certificates on the night.

Our new President and Chair enjoying the moment...



Thank you to Craine Emms, Director of ACE 
(Advent Catering Equipment), for the donation 
of a catering size stainless steel sink and a 
serving table. 
Craine, who is the son-in-law of Alan and Chris 
Brewin, came to the rescue after hearing we 
were struggling with washing up facilities after 
relocating to the Paddock Apiary. 
Huge thanks to Craine and his company for 
their support.                                               CB

Kitchen sink donated

Howard gets a new mower 

Wildlife at Stafford Castle
Wildlife at the Castle was an all day event at 
Stafford Castle on Sunday 22nd May.
It was attended by a team from the club 
who set up a wonderful stand with live bees 
courtesy of David Rawsthorne. 
Alongside David were Ed and Jess with their 
children Elizabeth and Nancy who were 
joined by Gerry Round, Rachel Abnett and 
Chris and Rob Williams.
They had a great day talking to the public 
about bees and beekeeping, selling 
club honey and finding the queen in the 
observation hive for the little ones.       EB 

Howard Price has 
been faithfully 
cutting the apiary 
grass and keeping 
us neat and tidy 
for years. The old 
mower was a beast 
so we bought him 
a new powered 
mower to celebrate 
the opening of the 
new apiary.

Gardens Training Position

Garden Apprentice Level 2/ ref: IRC120421
For anyone who has a thirst for gardening, but 
with no formal training. With a mix of hands on 
experience at Shugborough Estate and technical 
training at college.
£18,525 / 37.5 hrs p/w - Two year fixed term 
contract - closing date: 29th May 2022

To find out more email 
Shugborough@nationaltrust.org.
uk or visit the National Trust jobs 
website.
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Club members met up at our Hilton Green apiary 
on a sunny Saturday in late March to make up 
brood and super frames and brood boxes. 
You could hear the sound of hammering as they 
worked like little elves all morning to produce a 
large pile of fresh new equipment for the club 
apiaries.
They were of 
course fuelled by 
a generous supply 
of cake and hot 
beverages to keep 
them going.
A big thank you 
to all those that 
attended.
P.S. can you spot 
the chief elf in one 
of the photographs, 
he is very shy and 
may be hiding...
                       AG

Frame making day was
a great success... Geoff Hopkinson 1928-2022

It is with great sadness 
that we report the 
passing of Geoff 
Hopkinson BEM on May 
1st at the age of 93.
Geoff was a life long 
member and supporter 
of our club. He was part 
of the beginners course 
for a number of years 
and I well remember listening to his pearls of 
wisdom in 2012 when I joined the club for the 
first time.
Geoff was a regular contributor to our club 
newsletter over the years and his knowledge 
of bees and garden plants was second to 
none. He also had a wicked sense of humour 
and was never short of a good story or an 
amusing anecdote to tell.
Geoff will be sadly missed.                      AG

Apiary stories...

Where are the bottom bars?

Hive notes are very important...

New club caps now available @ £10 each

EB
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Can you find the Queen
In the March 2022 edition of the newsletter 
our queen bee washiding in plain site, 
pretending to be part of the Stafford Bee 
Group logo on page three.  
Now that we are into May, our queen bee 
is raring to go and has set up somewhere 
where she can enjoy the warmer weather, but 
where? Can you spot her?

Sugar Available - bring bucket
Chris Shaw has sugar available for club members.
Remember that Penny Darlington is now helping 
with sugar collection and distribution so if you live 
local to Penny you can collect from her.
Please ring Chris on: 07423011239  or Penny on: 
07758161744 to order your sugar and arrange 
collection and payment.
The sugar is available in approx 10kg lots at £3 per 
bucket. All money goes to Club funds.
We had a huge delivery recently. It is still £3 a 
bucket of approx 10 kilos but you must bring your 
own bucket as we ran out of buckets this time. 
Phil the fireman has kindly offered to take sugar to 
Shugbrough if members order it. 
Remember folks it’s good for nucs and swarms but 
only after waiting the usual 3 days.   CS

My name is Lesley Clark and I am trying to find a 
beekeeper who would like to place a bee hive in 
my front garden. I am located at ST17 9XJ.
Please could you let me know if you would like to 
place and manage a hive of honey bees that would 
like to use my flowers & those of my neighbours...
Email Lesley at: lesleyclarkstafford@gmail.com for 
a chat and more information.

Out apiary opportunity

Do you have a bee suit, a jacket, some trousers 
or a veil that we could use at the club on our 
honeybee experience day or the beginner 
beekeeper course?
We would be grateful for all sizes, including bee 
suits for children. 
To donate your bee clothing, please bring them 
along to either of our apiaries on your next visit.
                                                         Thanks WW

Bee Suits - WANTED!
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New look to club website

Our club website is getting a makeover by 
Gemma Phillips, one of our members.
She has very kindly agreed to make it 
more user friendly with lots more up to date 
information, stories and pictures about our 
association. As well as the usual stuff, there is 
a live calendar with useful links to upcoming 
events and even a three day weather forcast.
Thank you Gemma, a great job.
Why don’t you go and have a look for 
yourselves at:
www.southstaffsbeekeepers.com 
and tell us what you think.
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If you have any stories, pictures or information 
that you would like included in the newsletter, or if 
you have items for sale or wish to comment on the 
content of previous newsletters, please send to:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com and make 
the subject “Item for the newsletter”. 

Items for the newsletter SS&DBKA Links
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/SSBKA 
Website:
http://southstaffsbeekeepers.com 
E-Mail:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com

  Diary Dates 2022 
Club apiary open - all members welcome
Thursday - Evening bee chat - Shugborough - 7.00pm start
Saturday - Hive inspections - Shugborough - 10.00am start

Phil’s Corner - The swarming season is with us!

For Sale

Asian Hornets
Firstly, although they 
have only been identified 
and destroyed in the 
south of England, the 
Asian Hornet is a direct 
threat to all bees so take 
pictures and report if you 
see one.
You can even get an app 
for your phone to help 
with identification.

Swarming 
Secondly be aware of 
swarming.. the picture shows 
one of my colonies late in the 
afternoon about 4 pm, only 6 
days after my last inspection. 
I managed to prevent this by being prepared.. 
I obviously missed a queen cell, it’s easily 
done.
Have your spare poly nuc ready with 2 frames 
of stores and 2 frames of drawn comb. 

I simply moved the queen 
and two frames of brood 
with no cells into the nuc.
Alternatively have a bait 
hive set up nearby; this 
worked as well.  All I did 
was to set up a brood 
box on a stand, with 2 old 
frames of drawn smelly 
comb and 2 drops of 

lemon grass oil. Scout bees found it and set 
up home, the rest was easy, phew.
                                                    Phil Atkin

Beekeeping Study Notes Book includes Basic 
Assessment information - 3 copies available at  
£12 each. Also a pair of white wellies, size 9 at £5
For more information please contact Phil by email 
at: philatkin@sky.com.                         Phil Atkin

Asian Hornet

European Hornet

Hello members, it’s spring once again and 
a reminder to all our new beekeepers to be 
aware of two important items. 

The Asian Hornet has distinctive yellow legs and 
and a orange bar on her abdomen.
The European Hornet is like a large wasp, yellow 
abdomen and red/brown legs.  
Go to BeeBase or the BBKA website for more 
information about Asian hornets

Please go to the Club Website for 
all the latest calendar information 
about club events and meetings


