
1

August 2022

Apiary Newsletter...Apiary Newsletter...

South Staffordshire & District 
Beekeepers Association

Founded in 1913

Honey from Tom, Dick and Harry...  

Left to right:  Alan Brewin and Matthew tackle the hives, remove the full supers from the apiary and load the truck.

Early Monday morning found 
a small team removing 
honey supers for extraction 
before the promised 
heatwave got too hot to 
handle.
Matthew from Holt Hall 
Apiary had kindly agreed 
to extract the honey for us 
in his new state-of-the-art 
extraction kitchen.
There were 18 supers to 
collect and load, and the 
trusty rhombus boards had 
done their job of clearing the 
bees out of the boxes.

Alan’s big three double brood colonies, ‘Tom’, ‘Dick’ 
and ‘Harry’ yielded a fantastic four supers each 
with six more boxes collected from other hives 
including Hilton Green.
The wet supers arrived back at the apiary the next 
day after 488lbs of honey had been extracted. The 
honey was all under 18% water content.

Some of the honey will be bottled ready for sale at 
various upcoming club events, so look out for your 
jar of genuine Shugborough honey.  
Big thanks for making all this happen must go to 
Alan and Chris Brewin, Tony Ward, Alan G and 
Matthew Ingram from Holt Hall Apiary who did a 
great extracting job with a very quick turn round.

31 2Tom Dick Harry

... July 18th 2022



2

Your Apiary Needs You  
 

Are you an experienced 
beekeeper who could 
help and guide our less 
experienced beekeepers 
during Saturday inspections?

We understand that you may 
not be able to come every 
Saturday but if you can help, 
please let Alan or Chris 
Brewin know.  

Hive inspections

The club committee is looking for members who 
can give some of their time to helping the club plan 
and support future events and functions. 
The honey show, our yearly BBQ get together, 
winter social evenings, you know, that sort of thing.
Any ideas, suggestions or help would be very 
gratefully received and you would have fun just 
getting involved.
Just talk to our Chair Claire George, or any of the 
committee members when you next see them and 
say that you would like to help with planning and 
organising club events.

Club Events

The club is again selling Ambrosia and 
fondant ready for winter feeding of your 
bees.
If you are extracting honey, we still have 
jars for sale, both 1lb and 12oz sizes at 
very competitive prices.
This year we are selling Apistan varroa 
treatment, see bottom of page 3 for 
details. Get your order in now, don’t wait.
We also have club caps, embroidered 
patches and enamel badges or sale.
Go to the club website for more 
information and prices.

Club products for sale
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Apiary Safari at Jan’s place - July 10th  
The bee safari at Jan’s apiary 
was an excellent day out and a 
lot of fun. An opportunity to see 
where and how a colleague 
beekeeper keeps and looks 
after his bees is never to be 
missed. We were blessed with 
a beautiful sunny day when 
we went to look at Jan’s bees. 
He tasked us with finding and 
marking queens and inspecting 
hives in the orchard and 
paddock. Then we gathered 
around the top bar hive for a 
photo opportunity.
After a look at Jan’s very 
impressive honey processing 
room the day ended with apple 
pie and cold drinks.
Thank you Jan, for a very enjoyable experience. Your apiary is a credit to you and all your hard work.

We will be using Apistan varroa control to 
treat the club bees for varroa this autumn. 
If you would like to purchase some Apistan 
for your bees please contact Dayna White, 
Club Quartermaster and place your order 
before August 3rd. 
A packet of ten strips of Apistan bought 
from the club is £21.
It is very easy to apply, simply insert two 
strips in the brood box of a standard colony 
for six weeks at the end of the honey 
season.

Varroa Treatment 

Bailey comb change, 
looking good...

Inspecting the top bar hive 

Queen marking made easy...Can you see the queen?
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Bee Chat in NT walled garden...  

The very best mead recipes  

Last year, the 
National Trust 
asked the club 
if it could do 
some ‘bee chats’ 
to visitors in the 
walled garden as part of 
their Shugborough heritage week 
celebrations. It went so well last 
September that they asked us to do it 
again this year.
Myself, Dayna and Claire arrived 
in the walled garden on a very hot 
Saturday afternoon. The welcoming 
shade of a large gazebo was waiting 
for us. 

We set up a WBC hive and various beekeeping equipment and put out some club honey for sale. 
Although it was hot day we had lots of visitors wanting to talk bees and beekeeping, asking us questions 
about the club and oh, of course, buying honey. Dayna’s new club card reader worked a treat as hardly 
anybody was carrying cash. Some four hours later we had sold all the club honey, talked ourselves dry 
and were ready for Magnum ice lollies all round, kindly bought by Claire. We will be back in the walled 
garden on August 27th to do it all again. Let us know if you would like to join us, it really was great fun.

Thursday night’s regular 
monthly club chat at Hilton 
Green found us listening 
to Chris Shaw talking all 
things mead. She showed 
us how to make the ‘must’ 
from the honey, prepare 
the yeast, and talked about 
different mead recipes and 
flavours that we could try for 
ourselves. Chris made it all 
look and sound so simple 
to make our own mead. 

We were not sure at first but once 
we had tasted all five meads that 
Chris had brought we were ready 
to agree with anything Chris said. 
There were sweet meads and 
dry meads and flavoured meads 
known as melomel. The rhubarb 
and ginger was my favourite on the 
night and we all left promising to 
‘give it a go’, so look out for lots of 
mead entries at the honey show.  
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Kevin’s first swarm
I’ve been a beekeeper for just over 2 years 
and in late April attended a Thursday night 
‘bee chat’ at Shugborough about swarms.  
It got me thinking that I’d never had the 
opportunity to collect a swarm myself and 
that I ought to tag along with an experienced 
beekeeper to help out and ‘see how it’s 
done’. At a subsequent ‘bee chat’ in June, 
I heard a conversation between some 
experienced ‘beeks’ saying they’d had an 
excessive number of swarms this year.  
Seizing my moment I asked if anyone 
needed any help. ‘I’d like to volunteer 
to gain some experience and to help 
out I said.  I was (in retrospect, naively) 
expecting maybe to possibly hear 
something in a week or so…. Maybe?
The following day, whilst babysitting 
my granddaughter, I had a call from someone 
at SSDBKA:  “We’ve had a call from the head 
groundsperson at Shugborough estate that there’s 
a swarm to collect”.  ‘Great,’ I thought “Who’s 
collecting it so that I can contact them about 
helping?” - pause - “You are!”. - pause - “What!  On 
my own?” - pause - “Yes!”.  A brief conversation 
ensued giving me instructions on how to collect a 
swarm.   
Dumping the granddaughter on grandma I quickly 
gathered the necessary equipment and was about 
to set off when I have another call from someone 
else from SSDKKA.   
Similar conversation as before with slightly different 
instructions on how to collect a swarm (so it’s true 
what they say about asking two beekeepers the 
same question).  
With a mix of excitement and fear, in equal 
measures, off I set. I eventually found the quite 
large swarm on a fence at about waist to chest 
height. I scooped handfuls of bees into a nuc and 
brushed in the rest.  Put an old towel in front of 
the entrance and watched for a bit.  Bees started 

entering and there was 
lots of ‘bum fanning’ at the 
entrance, which I’d been 
assured was a good sign.  
After about half an hour of 
me watching there was still a 
lot of bees flying around but I 
was confident that the queen 
was in the nuc.  
I left everything where it was 
and went home to deliver my 
granddaughter to her owners. I 
returned at dusk to close up the 
entrance of the nuc and bung it 
in the back of the car, casually 
throwing the towel over it before 
setting off to my apiary.  Arriving 
in semi-darkness, I carried the 
nuc to its new position. 

When I took the towel off I was horrified that most 
of the bees appeared to be on the outside of the 
nuc (that could have gone horribly wrong in the car 
as I’d removed my bee suit -  noted for future ref!). 
I took the roof off the nuc and it was rammed 
wall to wall with bees (as well as those on the 
outside) so took the decision to put them into a full 
national hive which I luckily had ready at the apiary.  
Wishing them good night I then left them for three 
days (BOTH advisors had agreed on this point ) 
before feeding with 1:1 sugar syrup and having a 
sneaky peek at them. They were doing great.  
They’ve since pretty much drawn out the brood 
box and I’ve now added a super which they’re 
busily filling.  Although it probably wasn’t a text 
book swarm 
collection, having 
done it, I think 
I’m eventually 
starting to 
believe I’m 
actually a 
beekeeper now! 
I’d like to 
thank Wendy 
Woodward, Alan 
Greenman and 
Chris Brewin for 
their invaluable 
advice and for 
trusting me 
enough to go it 
alone.          KR
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Moog Wolverhampton are a global 
manufacturer of high specification flight 
controls and aircraft systems based on the 
i54 Business Park. Their Corporate, Social 
and Environmental Responsibility (CSER) 
program was set up in 2020.
Moog Wolverhampton have many initiatives 
that include, the introduction of electric 
vehicle charging points for staff, the 
installation of a wildlife program (bird and 
bat boxes) and support for local schools 
in the form of food banks and STEM 
(Science,Technology, Engineering and 
Maths) support.
The idea of keeping bees on site was 
born in 2021, and through a local contact, 

South Staffordshire Beekeeping Association 
was approached. Following a site meeting, an 
ideal location for bee hives was found and again 
with advice from South Staffordshire and District 
Beekeeping Association all the items needed were 
purchased by Moog.
With Moog being a military site, access levels and 

approvals were sought and the partnership was 
started. Not long after the hives were introduced on 
site, Moog realised that the by-product of keeping 
bees (i.e. honey) had a great value. 
 
The decision was made to sell the honey to staff 
with all proceeds going to Moog’s charity partner 
Compton Care. 
Compton Care is the new name for Compton 
Hospice. Many of our staff have used their services 
in the past, so this fitted in well. 
Moog is really excited by the partnership and 
hopes it can continue to the benefit of everyone.
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Apiary life - in pictures...

Looking good - Alan inspecting the newly set up 
top bar hive.

Geoff Hopkinson 
remembered

Geoff always loved a good bee book

I was told that the 
difference between a good 
beekeeper and a mediocre 
one was about 24 hours. 
When I caught Covid at the 
start of June, inspections 
slipped and I slid into the bad category. Of course, 
had I clipped my queens, I’d have bought myself an 
extra week.  
My strongest hive had coped with Chalkbrood and 
had showed signs of supersedure. Then no queen, 
no eggs, and fewer bees than I remembered! In the 
meantime, a swarm on the fence and a swarm on 
a raspberry cane had been easily taken and were 
now bursting in their nukes.  
Stuart visited to help me restore order to this (and 
another hive) and found two open queen cells, two 
virgin queens and two closed queen cells. One of 
the queens was piping away, which helped locate 
her as I hadn’t realised the extent to which queens 
fill out after mating.  
Nowadays I can happily manage up to five 
colonies, so rather than increase the apiary beyond 
my comfort zone, we merged this hive with one of 
the nukes, leaving ripe honey in the boxes ready to 
be taken off a week later.  
Order restored, at least for the moment, and many 
lessons learnt.  David Primrose
 

Covid Casts: 

Wax built up by bees in just two days under the 
clearer boards.

Varroa mites can be cleary seen on this 
removed drone brood larvae. 
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Can you find the new Queen?
In the May 2022 edition of the newsletter our 
old queen bee was hiding in the grass to the 
left of the picture of the new marquee being 
put up on page 3. 
There was also a queen cell on page 7 in 
the bottom right corner of the frame making 
picture. A virgin queen has emerged and is 
hiding on the Spotlight banner on the top of 
page 4. Will she mate succesfully? 
So our four year old queen has been 
superceeded and now that we are into July, 
our new queen bee has set up somewhere 
where she can start a new colony, but where? 
Can you spot her?

Sugar Available - bring bucket
Chris Shaw has sugar available for club members.
Remember that Penny Darlington is now helping 
with sugar collection and distribution so if you live 
local to Penny you can collect from her.
Please ring Chris on: 07423011239  or Penny on: 
07758161744 to order your sugar and arrange 
collection and payment.
The sugar is available in approx 10kg lots at £3 per 
bucket. All money goes to Club funds.
We had a huge delivery recently. It is still £3 a 
bucket of approx 10 kilos but you must bring your 
own bucket as we ran out of buckets this time. 
Phil the fireman has kindly offered to take sugar to 
Shugbrough if members order it. 
Remember folks it’s good for nucs and swarms but 
only after waiting the usual 3 days.   CS

Do you have a bee suit, a jacket, some trousers 
or a veil that we could use at the club on our 
honeybee experience day or the beginner 
beekeeper course?
We would be grateful for all sizes, including bee 
suits for children. 
To donate your bee clothing, please bring them 
along to either of our apiaries on your next visit.
                                                         Thanks WW

Bee Suits - WANTED!
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If you have any stories, pictures or information 
that you would like included in the newsletter, or if 
you have items for sale or wish to comment on the 
content of previous newsletters, please send to:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com and make 
the subject “Item for the newsletter”. 

Items for the newsletter SS&DBKA Links
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/SSBKA 
Website:
http://southstaffsbeekeepers.com 
E-Mail:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com

  Diary Dates 2022 
Club apiary open - all members welcome
Thursday - Evening bee chat - Shugborough - 7.00pm start
Saturday - Hive inspections - Shugborough - 10.00am start

Phil’s Corner  

Please go to the Club Website for 
all the latest calendar information 
about club events and meetings

Hi All, I’m not a great fan of the 
word mentor, I prefer bee buddy 
and I’m a fairly new beekeeper / 
improver myself.
During the last two years I was 
given the opportunity to be 
a practical helper on the bee 
experience day and the beginners 
courses. 
This was very satisfying and I wholeheartedly 
recommend it.
This last year I have also been a bee buddy to five 
beekeepers from last year’s beginners course.They 
are Rosie, Steve, Paul, Beth and Nicola, who all live 
reasonably local to me. 
There have been ups and downs and lots of good 
learning experiences. I have been out to their hives, 
shared equipment, shared my limited knowledge, 
shown them different ways of doing things.
Most important for new beekeepers is that they gain 
self-confidence with the bees so they must not be 
afraid of making that call to their bee buddy for help. 
Whenever they asked me, I helped them.
If you are or were a practical helper on a beginners 
course, being a bee buddy is all part of the continuing 
role of being a beekeeper, and you will learn too.
Are you an improver/experienced beekeeper with 
time on your side? Have you been a bee buddy? No, 
then step up to the plate. I did and don’t regret it. If 
we don’t continue with support and guidance after the 
beginners course, then we run the risk of losing them 
as members and perhaps even beekeepers.

My 
Honey 
Extraction
Process

1. Stacked honey 
supers, warming up in 
the conservatory.
2. Ready for jarring up...
3. My honey harvest!
4. Extraction kit, cleaned 
and drying in the sun.

1

2

3

4


