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March 2023

Apiary Newsletter...Apiary Newsletter...

South Staffordshire & District 
Beekeepers Association

Founded in 1913

Last spring a couple who were housing a man 
from Ukraine contacted our association asking for 
information and asking if contact could be made 
with a former beekeeper. 
After some discussion I contacted the couple and 
went up to Hednesford to meet them. They were a 
lovely couple and then Nasir arrived. His English 
was not bad and I felt that he would cope better on 
a one to one basis until he felt comfortable with me. 
I invited him to come and 
have a day looking at 
my bees to assess how 
experienced he was as a 
beekeeper. 
My goodness he was 
good. He could spot my 
queens before I had even 
got the colony into focus 
and told me about the 
varroa present. We had 
a good day and shared a 
sandwich at lunchtime so I 
invited him up to Hilton. It 
was agreed that he would 
become a friend of our 
association as he had no 
bees.
The meeting at Hilton Green 
went well and it was evident that he wanted to keep 
bees so I went to visit them all and asked where he 
would be able to keep his bees if we could manage 
to get some. Franci said her uncle had been a 
beekeeper, and Michael and herself were happy 
to have them in the garden, so I asked to see the 
garden and was pleasantly surprised to find that 
they back onto the Hednesford Nature reserve.
I rang Alan Greenman and asked if we could pass 
on the old equipment we were getting rid of to 
Nasir. It is old and made of ply that we were given 
when George Stokes passed away, but it could be 
a start. Alan agreed it would be a start for him.

I promised to raise 
some bees for him 
in the spring, as did 
Sizmon, known as 
‘Jaba’, The Bearded 
Beekeeper, and 
with two of us trying, 
even if it’s a bad spring, one of us will succeed. In 
the meantime one of our longest serving members 

contacted me to say he was 
giving up beekeeping. 
I was sad as I knew him 
from years back when the 
association was much smaller. 
I told him about Nasir and 
he said I could collect all 
his equipment and pass on 
anything useful, and anything 
that was left over could be sold 
and the proceeds sent to the 
support group for the Ukrainian 
Community in Hednesford.
On Thursday 9th February 
some members of the team 
met up with Nasir at Hilton 
Green and handed over the 
equipment as seen in the 

photo. It was a real surprise as 
he had only expected one hive and there was all 
sorts of equipment. 
Since then Jaba The Bearded Beekeeper has 
purchased a new bee suit for him and another 
member a bucket of sugar for when he gets his 
nuc.
I am proud so many generous members have 
supported a fellow beekeeper at a time when he 
had left so much behind in Ukraine and had so 
little. 
Thank you all so much and I hope to see him at the 
apiary when he gets a car.
                                                         Chris Shaw

Ukrainian refugee joins the Association

Nasir with Chris and the team at Hilton Green
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Our Annual General Meeting takes place at 
Shareshill Village Hall on Thursday March 30th 
2023 at 7.30pm. Committee reports will be 
circulated by email before the day to allow for 
questions on the night.
We would like to see as many of you as possible at 
the meeting, so please put the date in your diary.
At the AGM, new officers and committee members 
will be elected and existing serving committee 
members re-elected.  Please note: all officers and 
committee members are elected for one year and 
may serve for a period of three years in the same 
role but still have to be re-elected each year.

Nominations are invited for all roles annually:
Officers:          
                         President, 
                         Chair, Secretary, Treasurer

Other roles:    
              Membership Secretary
              Educational Coordinator
              Apiary Coordinators
              Events Coordinator 
              Quartermaster 
              H&S and AHAT Lead
              Communications Lead

NOMINATION FOR SS&DBKA COMMITTEE 2023 

I wish to nominate……………………………………………………… if s/he agrees to serve if elected 

as (Position)……………………………………………………………………........

Name:               Signed:                  Date:

Please note: You may also nominate yourself.  Under the constitution, no seconder is required.              
All nominees must be members of the SS&DBKA at the time of the AGM.

I would like to raise the following point for discussion at the 2023 AGM:

 
Name:               Signed:                    Date:

The Association’s 2023 AGM   

To find out more about the roles, an outline of each 
can be found on the club website, AGM section. 
There is also an online Nomination Form on the 
club website
This year we are once again looking to elect new 
officers and  supporting leads and coordinators 
to the committee. We will provide training, help 
and support for all committee roles to ensure a 
succesful outcome for you and the club.
If you would like to discuss any of the roles further, 
please email: 
Claire George, Chair at:  
ce.george@talktalk.net or 
Ed Bennett, Secretary at:  
edwardjamesbennett@gmail.com 
In order to join the committee or to raise a question 
at the AGM, please complete the nomination/
question form below and return no later than March 
23rd 2023 to the Club Secretary: Ed Bennett, 9 
Woodhaven, Woodseaves, Stafford, ST20 0LL or 
e-mail: ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com
The future success of our club depends on the full 
commitment of all our members. 
Please help by joining the committee in 2023. 
                                                                  

Join us on the committee

Thursday March 30th at 7.30pm   
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Meet the committee on Pancake Day...   

Our beekeeping association has been active for 
well over a hundred years now and as a charity, 
it can’t operate effectively without a dedicated 
committee to run its affairs.
The current committee held its normal monthly 
meeting in February but this time it coincided with 
Shrove Tuesday.
It was decided to make it a special occasion with 
pancakes for all who attended.
This time, the open meeting was held at 
Featherstone Methodist Hall with our chair, Claire, 
welcoming club members who came along to meet 
the committee and find out all about how these 
meetings operated. 
Members were encouraged to say what they liked 
about the club and to offer their suggestions on 
how to improve the club in the future.
The evening continued with the usual meeting 
agenda and the various committee tasks and roles 
were discussed to give a flavour of committee life. 
It was an excellent evening and as a result, it is 
hoped that more members will be encouraged to 
join the committee at the AGM later this month.
Many thanks to everyone who turned up and a big 
thank you to Ed and Jess for cooking the delicious 
pancakes, ably assisted by Elizabeth and Nancy 
who drew the wonderful giant bee that you see in 
the photographs.
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I have for sale my Thornes 9 frame extractor fitted with a 
mortar mixer electric motor. It has a tough plastic body with 
all stainless steel fittings and is variable speed. The electric 
motor was fitted by a qualified electrician a few years ago. 
The extractor is on legs giving room for a honey bucket to be 
placed beneath the valve. 
The original plastic top cover boards are in good condition 
but I usually use a shower curtain to cover it. 
Priced at £250 this well made extractor has given me good 
service over the years and will make light work of your 2023 
honey crop.
For more information contact Chris Shaw at:
christine.v.shaw@talktalk.net or ring: 07423011239

Vandalism and hive straps...
I was at Hilton Green this morning and was 
showing Paul & Penny these pictures of what 
vandals had done to my apiary. 
They thought I should share the images with club 
members and say how important it is to secure all 
hives tightly with good quality straps.
I’ve been vandalised twice now, and the first time 
the bees were in a sorry state as I hadn’t tightened 
the straps all that much and the hive boxes had slid 
apart. (unfortunately no photos). 
This second time you can see how the straps kept 
the hives in one piece and helped keep the bees 
safe.
I have moved the bees to a new site now but it is a 
shame really as it was a good out apiary site. 
Once the crop had gone the edge of the field was 
being used as a footpath by dog walkers and the 
local druggies who have made a shelter in an 
adjacent field about 50 yards away.
                                                                Alasdair

Nine frame Honey Extractor for sale   

Nine frame Honey Extractor for sale   
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Nine frame Honey Extractor for sale   

Club website looking good   

On Saturday 25th March we are planing, weather 
permitting, a frame and equipment making day.
This is a wonderful opportunity to learn from our more 
experienced members who are always happy to share 
their knowledge. We may also do some grounds 
maintenance if there is time.
If you are able to join us please bring along your 
favourite tools and joinery gadgets for making boxes. 
We will provide soup and beverages together with the 
obligatory beekeepers’ cake.
On Saturday 29th April at 10:00 am, we will be 
opening up the Shugborough Apiary to members for 
weekly meetings to inspect and manage the welfare 
of our colonies. We hope you can join us and look 
forward to seeing you.        Alan & Chris

Shugborough dates for your diary   

Members making frames and equipment in 2022

Go and check out our new and improved club website.  
Gemma, our web ‘guru’, is doing an excellent job making 
sure that all the latest club events are listed as well as 
pages for swarm collection, education courses and how to 
start beekeeping. 
There are also pages where you can renew your 
membership, nominate yourself for the committee, find 
out about Asian hornet or view the club’s back catalogue 
of newsletters. All in all it is the best place to look when 
you want to know anything about South Staffordshire and 
District Beekeepers Association.    Well done Gemma... 

Website:
http://southstaffsbeekeepers.com 
E-Mail:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/SSBKA
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Dear BBKA member
I am writing to ask for your support for our 
SECOND honey petition which calls on the 
Government to change the Honey labelling rules 
so consumers can easily recognise all countries 
of origin of the honey contained in a jar sold here 
in the UK.  We urgently need as much support 
as possible to help us reach our goal of 100,000 
signatures which means the Government must 
consider the issue for debate in Parliament.   The 
support of the general public and not just the 
beekeeping community is essential to achieve this 
result.
To find out more about the reasons we have raised 
this petition, please watch this short video: https://
youtu.be/szsyb1TDgzw
To sign the petition – please click the following link:  
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/624402/

BOOK NOW! 
 

Friday 21 - Saturday 22 – Sunday 23 April 2023 
Harper Adams University, Shropshire, TF10 8NB 

Lectures, Workshops and Seminars covering a wide range of practical and scientific 
topics, directed at all levels of experience, presented by leading experts 

Bumper Trade Show Saturday 22nd 
Speakers and Tutors include: Randy Oliver (virtually), Samuel Ramsey (virtually), Marin 
Anastasov, Martin Bencsik, Shirley & Richard Bond, Giles Budge, Stephen Case-Green, 
Julie Coleman, Michael Collier, Lynfa Davies, Stephen Fleming, Mike Garratt, Fani 
Hatjina, John Hendrie, Luke & Suzie Hutchinson, Lynne Ingram, Angela Kirk, Stephen 
Martin, Jane Medwell, Jenny Morgan, Chris Park, Tom Pope, Sara Robb, Anne 
Rowberry, Debbie Smith, Victoria Soroker, Sean Stephenson, Oliver St.John, Jane 
Stout, Jim & Val Vivian-Griffiths, Alison Wakeman and more...... 

For further information, and to book from 30th January  

see the Spring Convention pages of www.bbka.org.uk 

Please note this is our 2nd honey petition so it 
is possible you are remembering signing the 1st 
petition.  To be sure, please click the link above – 
the system will tell you if you have already signed 
when you enter your email address.  
I’d like to advertise the petition when I sell my 
honey – can you provide any resources to help?
There are a number of resources available on the 
BBKA website including QR codes with automatic 
links to the petition and some artwork:  https://www.
bbka.org.uk/downloadable-resources
How else can I help?
If you are a user of social media, please share one 
of the BBKA social media posts: 
https://www.facebook.com/
TheBritishBeekeepersAssociation/posts/
You can also print off this QR 
code which can be scanned by 
your friends and family who have 
smartphones - they will be taken 
directly to the petition page:
Finally, a big thank you to everyone who has 
already signed the petition – your support is greatly 
appreciated.
                                                   Stephen Barnes
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Partnerships	in	the	Gambia	(formerly	WYCE	
UK)	

Invite	you	to	their		

“Kurling”	
Evening/	
Fish	&	Chip	
Supper	

Saturday	29th	April	2023	

Beckminster	Methodist	Church,	Birches	Barn	Road,	
WV3	7BQ	

7pm		for	7.30pm	start	

Tickets	£10	(payable	in	advance)	

Tea/coffee/soft	drinks	available	for	a	donation	

	

Tickets	:Debbie	07759	589550	or	Penny	on	07758	161744	

All	proceeds	to	Partnerships	in	the	Gambia	
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Do you have a bee suit, a jacket, some trousers 
or a veil that we could use at the club on our 
honeybee experience day or the beginner 
beekeeper course?
We would be grateful for all sizes, including bee 
suits for children. 
To donate your bee clothing, please bring them 
along to either of our apiaries on your next visit.
                                                         Thanks WW

Bee Suits - Still WANTED!

Can you find the Queen?
In the November 202 edition of the newsletter 
our queen can be found in the picture at the 
bottom right side of page, hiding in the National 
Trust wall repairs, hoping to keep warm and 
safe over the winter months. 
As spring approaches where do you think our 
overwintered queen bee is hiding now? Have a 
good look around this Newsletter and see if you 
can find her?

Apiary life - in pictures...

New club BBQ bought up in the Xmas sales!

Having fun at the Club Christmas social event

Guess who is drying out his cleaned up frames?

Sugar and wax 

For sugar, 
please ring Chris on 07423011239 

or Penny on 07758161744 to order. 
You will need to provide your own buckets with a 
lid and the sugar is available in approx. 10kg at £3 
per bucket.

For wax foundation, 
please ring David 
Rawsthorne on 
01785 211925 
to order Thornes 
premier beeswax 
foundation which 
he is selling to 
members at a 
special price:

B S Deep wired £12.90 for 10 sheets
B S Shallow wired £7.90 for 10 sheets
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If you have any stories, pictures or information 
that you would like included in the newsletter, or if 
you have items for sale or wish to comment on the 
content of previous newsletters, please send to:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com and make 
the subject “Item for the newsletter”. 

Items for the newsletter SS&DBKA Links
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/SSBKA 
Website:
http://southstaffsbeekeepers.com 
E-Mail:
ssbka-mail@southstaffsbeekeepers.com

 Club events and meetings  
Please go to the Club Website for the latest information

Phil’s 
Corner  

This is a sudden serious and allergenic reaction.
I’ve been keeping bees for about 6 years and 
normally it is one of those things that happen to 
somebody else, not me.
Over the years, I have been stung by honey 
bees with a moderate reaction on the first few 
occasions but in recent times mild to minor.
In late September last year, that all changed. 
I had completed a routine inspection and was 
back in my shed packing stuff away, when I was 
stung on the back of my head. 
I believed that it was a wasp or maybe a hornet, 
as it was very painful. I pulled the offending 
insect from my hair and stamped on it, no 
identification.
I walked back to the house, took an anti- 
histamine tablet and within about 
five minutes, I had momentarily 
fallen over and passed out. 
Karen moved me to the bedroom 
to lie down but then the reaction 
worsened. 
My head was on fire and it travelled 
down my body; breathing and 
throat ok, so we did 999.
The emergency operator advised 
asprin, raise legs, monitor 
breathing, and said that the 
ambulance was on its way. They 
said, do not get up or sit up.

Fortunately after 35/40 minutes my condition 
eased a little, my lips and face were swollen but 
my breathing was still ok…
The ambulance arrived 30 minutes later 
and stayed till I was feeling a lot better and 
symptoms abated. 
I now carry an epipen and await results from the 
allergy clinic. 
The good news, I shall continue to be a 
beekeeper, unless advised otherwise. 

Anaphylaxis


